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KANKAKEE — Proposed amend-
ments to Kankakee’s municipal 
code would increase the compen-
sation for the Kankakee’s mayor 
— beginning on May 1, 2021 — from 

nearly $69,000 
to $98,000 annu-
ally.

Such a move 
would result in 
a pay increase 
of  42.7 percent 
during an eco-
nomic climate 
marked by high 
unemployment 
and economic 
uncertainty 
tied to the glob-
al pandemic, 
some Kanka-
kee City Coun-

cil members said in opposition of  
the proposed amendment to the 
city’s municipal code.

The item was removed from 
the agenda at Monday’s city coun-
cil meeting as Mayor Chasity 
Wells-Armstrong said that council 
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KANKAKEE — Terrance 
Stevenson grew up in Marycrest 
subdivision where his parents 
have owned a house since 
the 1970s. He graduated from 
Kankakee schools.

Though Stevenson now lives in 
Champaign, he stays in touch with 
his brother and nephews who still 
live in Kankakee.

“What I’m hearing from my brother 
when I call in to check in on my neph-
ews” about violence in the city, Steven-
son said Friday night during a meeting 
in the Kankakee High School gymnasi-
um. “He told me my nephews wanted 
to go out and play basketball but could 
not go outside because the streets are 
[dangerous]. That’s a problem.”

The meeting, which drew about 
100 people, was held amid the ongo-
ing gun violence on the east side of  
Kankakee.

It came five days after the Sept. 13 
homicide of  Marquise J. Smith in the 
1300 block of  East Maple Street. He 
was shot standing outside his home. 
Dejour Turner-Owens has been 
arrested and charged with Smith’s 
death.

At the time, it was the city’s fifth 
homicide this year. Now there’s a 
sixth. On Sunday, police investigated 
the death of  16-year-old Pagan Torres 
Davier who was hit by multiple shots 
as he sat in a car in the 600 block of  
South Nelson Avenue.

K a n k a k e e  M a y o r  C h a s i t y 
Wells-Armstrong said the city’s First 
and Second wards are the problem 
areas.

“It is happening in one area but it 
affects the entire city,” Wells-Arm-
strong said.

Stevenson said he talked to his 
87-year-old father an hour before Fri-
day’s meeting who still lives in family 
home in Marycrest.

His father said he doesn’t go out 
because he is cautious.

“We have heard and talked about 
programs to help youth and that is 
OK,” Stevenson said. “I appreciate all 
the programs. That’s going to help the 
kids in school now. But those who are 
doing the shooting are not participat-
ing in these programs.

“They’re not participating in meet-
ings like this. It’s going to take a con-
versation outside this venue ... so you 

can actually get to the people doing 
this harm to our community. It’s gotta 
change.

“Somebody knows who is doing 
the shooting,” Stevenson continued. 
“They may be here tonight. Who 
knows who has been pulling the guns 
and shootings? You have to be willing 
to turn these people in,” he said. “It’s 
going to take conversations outside 
this arena. Because this conversation 
can turn very political, very accusa-
tory, there can be a lot of  finger-point-
ing back and forth.”

Stevenson said many play a role 
in the solution, including the police 
department, schools, government 
officials and residents.

“When I was growing up, I could 
get a whopping on Fairmount and I 
could get another on Marycrest,” he 
said. “You can’t do that now because 
people call the police on parents that 
do that now. It’s gotta change.”

Hamim Lillard was the modera-
tor for the event that lasted 90 min-
utes. Lillard is the new community 
outreach specialist position with the 
Kankakee County State’s Attorney’s 
office in partnership with Kankakee 
School District 111 and the Kankakee 
County Board.

A person attending the meeting 
posted a video of  it on Facebook.

Lilllard said officials from the city, 
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Kankakee Police Chief Frank Kosman answers a question as other residents await their turn to speak Friday at the Kankakee High School 
gymnasium. About 100 people attended the event that featured community leaders reaching out to residents seeking solutions to crime in 
Kankakee.
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KANKAKEE — A 16-year-old 
male was shot and killed Sunday 
night in the 600 block of  South Nel-
son Avenue.

Kankakee County Coroner 
Bob Gessner has ID’d the victim 

as Pagan Torres Davier. It marks 
the seventh homicide in Kankakee 
County and the sixth in the city 
this year.

Kankakee police said officers 
responded to a report of  shots fired 

in the 600 block of  South Nelson at 
about 10:45 p.m.

After they arrived, they found 
the victim had been fatally shot.

He had been sitting in a parked 
car in a driveway of  a residence 
with other individuals when an 
unknown gunman approached the 
car on foot and started firing. The 
offender ran from the area.

The other individuals were not 
injured. The victim had recently 
moved to the residence, according 
to police.

The Kankakee Police Depart-
ment and the Kankakee County 

Coroner’s Office are investigating 
the homicide.

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact KPD at 815-933-
3321 or Crime Stoppers at 815-932-
7463.

The homicide comes a week after 
Marquise J. Smith, 26, of  Kanka-
kee, was shot and killed on Sept. 13 
as he stood outside his home with 
others in the 1300 block of  East 
Maple Street.

Dejour Turner-Owens, 21, of  
Pembroke Township, was charged 
with Smith’s death.

Teenager killed in east-side shooting 
Pagan Torres Davier’s death is the  
6th homicide in Kankakee this year
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KANKAKEE — The Kankakee 
City Council decided downtown 
Kankakee was not the best location 
for a seven-night-a-week homeless 
shelter.

By an overwhelming 12-2 vote on 
Monday, Kankakee aldermen reject-
ed the conditional use permit sought 
by Fortitude Community Outreach. 
The failure to get the permit means 
the shelter program will continue to 
operate its revolving-location PADS 
shelter program five nights a week 
beginning Nov. 1.

The shelter program normally 
begins Oct. 1, but due largely to the 
work put into this potential move, 
director Dawn Broers said the proj-
ect will begin Nov. 1. The revolv-
ing shelter program, Broers said, 
is expected to operate six nights a 
week this season.

While there appeared to be ample 
support within the community for 
establishing a permanent shelter 
at the former St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School property, 240 S. Dearborn 
Ave., a property which has been 
largely unused for many years, city 
council members appeared unified 
that this location was not the place 
to establish this shelter.

See MEETING, page A3
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