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Man’s bond set at $10M in shooting of mother, children A3
Olivet Nazarene University women’s basketball improves to 8-1 C1

Biden sworn in as 46th president
Calls for American
resilience and unity
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP Photo/Andrew Harnik

Joe Biden is sworn in as the 46th president of the United States by
Chief Justice John Roberts as Jill Biden holds the Bible during the
59th Presidential Inauguration at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on
Wednesday as their children Ashley and Hunter watch.

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden was
sworn in as the 46th president of the
United States, declaring that “democracy has prevailed” and summoning
American resilience and unity to confront the deeply divided nation’s historic confluence of crises.
Denouncing a national “uncivil
war,” Biden took the oath Wednesday
at a U.S. Capitol that had been battered by an insurrectionist siege just
two weeks earlier. Then, taking his
place in the White House Oval Office,
he plunged into a stack of executive
actions that began to undo the heart of
his predecessor’s agenda on matters
from the deadly pandemic to climate
change.

At the Capitol, with America’s tradition of peaceful transfers of power
never appearing more fragile, the ceremony unfolded within a circle of
security forces evocative of a war zone
and devoid of crowds because of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Instead, Biden gazed out on a cold
Washington mor ning dotted with
snow flurries to see more than 200,000
American flags planted on the National Mall to symbolize those who could
not attend in person.
“The will of the people has been
heard, and the will of the people has
been heeded. We’ve learned again that
democracy is precious and democracy
is fragile. At this hour, my friends,
democracy has prevailed,” Biden
declared in his speech. “This is America’s day. This is democracy’s day. A day
of history and hope, of renewal and
resolve.”
History was made at his side, as

“We’ve learned again
that democracy
is precious and
democracy is fragile.
At this hour, my
friends, democracy
has prevailed.”
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN
Kamala Har ris became the first
woman to be vice president. The former U.S. senator from California is
also the first Black person and the
first person of South Asian descent
elected to the vice presidency and the

See BIDEN, page A5

VACCINATION ROLLOUT

Teachers,
school staff
begin today
New phase includes
several essential
worker categories,
those 65 and older
BY STEPHANIE
MARKHAM
smarkham@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
Kankakee County teachers and
school staff are set to begin receiving COVID-19 vaccinations today,
and the process is set to continue
for all local schools over the next
two weeks.
Kankakee County Health Department administrator John Bevis
said the department is currently
scheduling closed PODs (points of
dispensing) for vaccinating school
employees.
The department’s goal is to provide first doses of the vaccine for

See VACCINE, page A3

Indoor dining
expected to
return today
in Region 7
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF REPORT
Will and Kankakee counties are
on track to be the first in the Chicago area to see
limited indoor
dining resume
u n d e r G o v. J B
First posted at: Pritzker’s coronavirus reopening
daily-journal. plan, state public
com
health of ficials
said Wednesday.
If all the mitigation metrics continue to improve, according to state
officials, Region 7 will move out of
Tier 3 and into Tier 1 today.
Among a long list of restrictions,
Tier 3 prohibits indoor dining and

See TIER, page A3
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Flanked by the city’s aldermen and alderwomen, Kankakee Mayor Chasity Wells-Armstrong speaks during a gathering to address gun
violence Wednesday at King Middle School. Wells-Armstrong said people need to unite to take on gun violence. “We lost the whole concept
of living as a village,” she said.

Addressing continued
gun violence in Kankakee
Small group gathers
to discuss recent
shootings in the city
BY JEFF BONTY
jbonty@daily-journal.com
815-937-3366
Kankakee First Ward Alderwoman Cherry Malone-Marshall remembers a shooting that occurred at a
neighborhood store in her ward last
summer. Two of her grandchildren
were in the area when the shooting
occurred.
“You just worry that this is happening. It could happen to someone you
know,” Malone-Marshall said during
a gathering Wednesday at King Middle School to address continued gun
violence in Kankakee.
“Then I woke up Saturday morning
and learned not one person, not two,

not three, not four but five people
were shot in a house two blocks from
where I live.”
Two days later, a mother and two
of her four children were shot as they
exited their car in the 200 block of
West Chestnut Street.
In response to the recent shootings,
a press conference was held Wednesday evening. It was hosted by community activist Travis Miller and
J.J. Hollis, a commissioner for the
Kankakee Valley Park District and
a Republican primary candidate for
Kankakee mayor.
The press conference was held just
two hours after Fyance D. Dawson, 30,
of Kankakee, first appeared in court
after his arrest on charges in the
shooting of the mother and children.
About 50 people attended, including
Kankakee Mayor Chasity Wells-Armstrong, Marshall and six Kankakee
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Recent shootings
There have been three shootings in
Kankakee since December 2020.
Dec. 4, 2020: Patrick Chism, 32, of
Bourbonnais, was shot and killed
as he sat in a parked vehicle in the
1300 block of West Station Street in
Kankakee. A child was in the vehicle
and also was shot. No arrests have
been made and the investigation
continues.
Jan. 16, 2021: Five people are shot
at a gathering in a home in the 600
block of North Evergreen. Police said
they believe one of the five victims is
the shooter.
Jan. 18, 2021: A mother and two
of her children are shot in the 200
block of West Chestnut. Police arrest
Fyance D. Dawson.

