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Kankakee headed to 1st-ever state 
title; Wilmington heads back to state  B1

Bradley retired 
K9 officer 
Riggs dies  A6
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KANKAKEE — At 12:11 a.m. 
Saturday morning, patrons were 
exiting the International Lounge 
in Kankakee when multiple shoot-
ers in a vehicle driving by the bar 
opened fire, according to Kankakee 
police.

Officers at the scene believe that 
more than 50 rounds were fired 
from several different weapons. 

Investigators have recovered one 
weapon at the scene.

Four people were injured in the 
shooting at the bar located at 698 
N. Schuyler Ave., Kankakee Mayor 
Chris Curtis said.

Three of  the four suffered gun-
shot wounds, the mayor said, add-
ing that two of  the victims were 
airlifted to advanced trauma care 
hospitals. Police have not released 
the identity of  the victims but said 
that at least two of  them are from 
Kankakee.

The bar had closed early for the 
night when the shooting occurred.

When police arrived on scene, 

they found a female gunshot victim 
and were advised that two addition-
al gunshot victims had transported 
themselves to Kankakee hospitals.

Mayor Curtis said that witnesses 
at the scene are being uncooperative 
with police.

“Someone had to see the color 
of  the car, or the make of  the car; 
and what direction it was heading,” 
Curtis said.

Kankakee Police Chief  Robin 

Passwater added, “They keep tell-
ing us they are afraid of  retalia-
tion, and that excuse is getting old. 
They know what is going on. It has 
become acceptable not to talk to us 
and then blame us when we can’t 
solve the crime.”

SECOND SHOOTING
At 1:03 a.m. Saturday, Kankakee 

police also responded to a shooting 
at Jensen’s Tavern, 2228 W. Station 
St., Kankakee.

A 25-year-old male from Manteno 
told officers he was shot while in 
his vehicle in the parking lot of  the 

tavern.
Police said the victim initially 

believed he had been struck by a 
bullet, however, medical staff  at Riv-
erside Medical Center advised that 
his injuries were from the shattered 
car window.

According to police, the victim 
was uncooperative and refused to 
provide information about the sus-
pect.

Investigators do know that the 
shooter and the victim have had 
prior conflicts. Investigators are 
working the case and are attempt-
ing to locate other witnesses.

50+ rounds fired in drive-by shooting at bar
Police: Vehicle had 
multiple shooters
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Ensuring a feast  
for every table

Until a few months ago, Dollar 
General had operated a store at 545 S. 

Washington Ave. in 
Kankakee for many 
years.

But residents in 
need of  toothpaste, 
playing cards, candy, 
tissues and a wide 
variety of  other prod-
ucts need not worry 
as a different, but 
very similar, retailer 
will be opening at the 
location in the spring 
2022.

Dollar Tree has taken 
over the location and 

is in the early stages of  a $1.5 million 
renovation of  the 16,000-square-foot 
store and its parking lot.

Dollar Tree 
set to open 
new location 
in Kankakee
Discount retailer 
will take over site of 
previous Dollar General

LEE 
PROVOST
HEARD ON 
THE STREET

The Kankakee Valley Park Dis-
trict will have to find a way to pay 
for repairs to Beckman Harbor after 
learning its insurance provider will 
not cover the damage that occurred 
after a heavy rainfall in October.

KVPD Executive Director Dayna 
Heitz reported at the board of  com-
missioners meeting on Nov. 8 that rep-
resentatives from the Park District 
Risk Management Agency visited the 
harbor to assess the damage. The park 
district’s property is insured through 
PDRMA.

Beckman Harbor 
damage was due 
to soil erosion
Repair will not be 
covered by park 
district’s insurance
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Kankakee Mayor Chris Curtis and volunteer Hannah Brack, a 15-year-old Kankakee High School student, bring a frozen turkey and sides to a city 
resident’s car Saturday morning during Curtis’ inaugural Turkey Dinner Giveaway. In partnership with Kankakee’s Berkot’s Super Foods, Jewel 
Osco and Walmart donating a total of 177 turkeys and Curtis donating the sides, more than 170 registrants received the Thanksgiving meal. 
Curtis said during registration for the giveaway, the phones “were ringing off the hook,” including inquiries from as far as Manteno and Indiana. 
“For many years, this is something I’ve always wanted to do to help the community,” he said. “Maybe one day we can do this county-wide.”

Kankakee Mayor Chris Curtis and 3rd Ward 
Alderman Larry Osenga help distribute 

food on Saturday morning. This weekend 
saw three food giveaway events in 

preparation for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
The Village of Bradley’s Feeding Mission 

and Still I Rise also distributed food.

Read about a food giveaway set  
for Tuesday. A3
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Kankakee mayor, grocers 
partner for food giveaway
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