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Local toddler to be featured 
in Times Square video  A3

Báez’s single in 11th 
gives Chicago Cubs 
win vs. Pirates  B1

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1903

I t appears banks are running 
out of  money — don’t panic. 
Your saving and checking 

accounts are fine. The money 
running in short supply are 
coins — specifically quarters and 
pennies.

Banks are in need of  pocket 
change.

Just when it appears the year 
2020 cannot get any more bizarre, 
financial institutions are now asking 
people to check under their couch 
cushions for coins.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell recently explained that due to 
the partial shutdown of  the 
economy, the flow of  coins 
through the economy basi-
cally came to a halt.

In effect there are fewer 
coins circulating. It’s hard 
to believe. Banks are asking 
customers to cash in their 
coins.

Many people — myself  
included — simply put the 
change which collects in 
their pockets into a jar or 
dish on the kitchen counter.

Hearing of  the coin short-
age, I recently brought all 
those coins to Peoples Bank of Kankakee 
County and had a total of  a little more 
than $72. You don’t realize how quick-
ly you can accumulate a significant 
amount.

Jeff Hammes, president of  Peoples 

Bank, said the bank had one day 
recently where it had gotten down 

to only $4 in pennies among 
its Kankakee, Bourbonnais and 
Manteno locations.

“We were really counting 
our pennies that day — liter-
ally,” Hammes said.

Hammes said the coin sit-
uation is starting to ease now 
that more stores are opening 
and people are getting back 
to somewhat of  a more nor-
mal life.

He noted it is not uncom-
mon for a customer or two 
each day to come in and 

empty their coin collections. When 
the banks closed, so did those daily 
collections of  coins.

The coin shortage is no laughing 
matter. 

Can you spare a quarter?
Financial institutions 
are asking for  
help to get more  
coins in circulation

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Got a piggy bank at home? It might be time to cash it in as financial institutions are now asking people to help get more coins in circulation.

KANKAKEE — Kankakee County 
officials were prepared for the worst 
when calculating expected shortfalls 
of  sales and use tax revenue during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Steve McCarty, county finance 
director, said he has been pleasantly 
surprised and appreciative of  how 
the revenue has continued to flow 
during the months of  shutdowns 
and restrictions.

“We’re doing well compared to 

County 
finances 
holding 
steady 
Officials feared 
shortfalls were 
possible as a result of 
COVID-19 restrictions
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BOURBONNAIS — Village trust-
ees will vote on an ordinance to 
increase monthly sewer and garbage 
services bill by $2 for a single, resi-
dential property within the village 
of  Bourbonnais at tonight’s regular 
board meeting.

The virtual meeting is scheduled 
for 5:30 p.m. via Zoom.

If  the ordinance is adopted, the 
new monthly rate would be $68, up 
from the current monthly bill of  
$66. It would go into effect beginning 
Sept. 1.

Board to vote 
on monthly 
increase 
Residents’ could  
see $2 bump in  
sewer and trash bills

How to attend
The public may take part in tonight’s 
5:30 p.m. village of Bourbonnais 
board meeting via Zoom with the 
following directions:
1. Call 312-626-6799. When 
prompted, enter conference PIN 
Access Code: 826 5748 4634
2. Join the meeting via the Zoom 
app or your web browser by going to 
us02web.zoom.us/j/826 5748 4634
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MOMENCE — Momence Mayor 
Chuck Steele, who has missed the 
past two Momence City Council 
meetings, said he will be in atten-
dance at today’s board meeting.

“That’s my plan,” said Steele 
when reached by phone last week.

Steele said he didn’t attend the 

July 6 and July 20 council meetings 
due to a family member’s illness.

“My wife has been very sick, and 
I’ve had to deal with a lot of  stuff,” 
said Steele, who declined to com-
ment further.

Comments made during the 
June 15 meeting — the most recent 
meeting that Steele has attended — 
sparked larger public attendance 
as well as a protest.

During that meeting, Steele 
addressed the council shortly 

after it convened to state that he 
was upset about a June 9 Black 
Lives Matter protest that marched 

in front of  his residence and that 
council member Rebekah Cope-
Evers participated in the rally.

Steele said that he had earlier 
asked for Cope-Evers’ resignation. 
Words were exchanged among 
Steele and council members, and he 
left the meeting a few minutes later.

Several people spoke in support 
of  Black Lives Matter at the July 
6 council meeting during the citi-
zen forum portion of  the meeting. 
About 25 to 30 protesters remained 
outside City Hall during the dura-
tion of  the meeting.

An organizer of  the previous 
protest also addressed the council 
at the July 20 meeting.

The city council will meet at 
7:30 p.m. today at City Hall, 105 W. 
Washington St., Momence.

Momence mayor plans to attend tonight’s meeting
Says family illness 
precluded him  
from previous 
council meetings

Next meeting
The Momence City Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
today at City Hall, 105 W. 
Washington St., Momence.
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Momence Mayor Chuck Steele
• ONLINE: Hear an audio recording  
of the council’s June 15 meeting
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