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as White Sox spoil 
Brewers home opener B1
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Mask up Illinois
$5M campaign promotes facial coverings A3

MOMENCE — Protesters were 
out in full force Monday outside 
Momence City Hall before and 
during the evening’s city council 
meeting, but so were Momence res-
idents.

Approximately 40 residents 
showed their support for their com-
munity as a Black Lives Matter 
rally drew about 25 to 30 people who 
were chanting and holding signs.

Momence resident Steve Gross 
said he was hoping to get inside the 
city council meeting to talk about 
this weekend’s upcoming com-
munity garage sales. The meeting 

space had reached capacity limits 
and members of  the public were 
admitted in turns.

“People need to be responsible 

and stuff, but I couldn’t even get in 
to address anything with all this,” 
Gross said. “Actually, I had somebody 
engage me and be aggressive toward 

me. ... It’s super unfortunate.”
The protesters were on the side-

walk just east of  the City Hall 
entrance, while the town support-
ers remained on the west side of  
the entrance. There were a couple 
skirmishes.

At 8 p.m. police squad cars from 
St. Anne, Grant Park, two from 
Manteno and one from Kanka-
kee County Sheriff ’s department 
arrived and parked on West Wash-
ington Street. Those officers joined 
four officers from the Momence 
Police department who were there 
for crowd control and to keep peace.

“You’ve got some people who are 
being hotheads, and some people 
are reasonable,” Gross said.

Mayor Chuck Steele was in atten-
dance and presided over the coun-
cil after missing the previous two 

Residents turn out to 
support city leaders 
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Police separate protesters and counter-protesters Monday outside the 
Momence City Council meeting in downtown Momence. Officers from four 
area departments joined Momence police in efforts to control the crowd.
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BOURBONNAIS MOMENCE

BOURBONNAIS — Village trust-
ees heard the first reading of  an 
ordinance during their meeting 
Monday for a redevelopment agree-
ment with OAK Orthopedics on the 
company’s proposed $15.5 million 
surgical facility.

The two-story, 43,700-square-foot 
medical campus would be locat-
ed on U.S. Route 45/52, a half  mile 
north of  the Bourbonnais Parkway 
(East 6000N Road).

OAK Orthopedic Chief  Executive 
Officer Paige Cripe said the project 
is expected to begin this fall with 
occupancy slated for January 2022.

“The building will be comprised 
of  OAK Orthopedic’s medical clinic, 
physical therapy and occupation-
al therapy, and a radiology suite 
including a 1.5T MRI and X-ray 
on the first floor,” Cripe said in an 
email. “The second floor will house 
our new ambulatory surgery center 
with 3 oversized operating rooms 
to accommodate the growing trend 
of  outpatient total joints. We will 
still perform traditional outpatient 
orthopedic surgery and pain man-
agement but we’ll be the first in the 
region to tailor outpatient space for 
same-day total joints.”
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S andwiches purchased 
at Bradley’s Firehouse 
Subs, owned by Johnny 

and Kim Jones of  Manteno, 
are doing more than just filling 
stomachs.

The purchase of  sandwiches and 
the change donated by many cus-
tomers from each purchase also goes 
toward requested equipment for area 
fire and police departments.

The Bradley store, located at 1609 
Illinois Route 50 in the frontage prop-
erty of  the shopping center, which 
houses Target, just donated more 
than $85,000 to four area fire depart-
ments for sought-after equipment.

The business recently donated 
funds to the Bradley, Bourbonnais, 
Manteno and Peotone departments 

through its Firehouse Subs Public 
Safety Foundation.

The four area departments receiv-
ing money are the first in this area to 
have their requests OK’d by the Fire-
house foundation.

The foundation within the Jackson-
ville, Fla.-based company has been 
in place since 2005, established by 
the franchise founders/firefighting 

brothers Robin and Chris Sorensen, 
following the aftermath of  Hurri-
cane Katrina. To date, more than  
$51 million has been donated to fire 
and police needs.

It would be fair to say that Kim may 
have been more excited about the 
successful grant applications than 
the fire departments who will receive 
the funding.

She noted these were their first suc-
cessful grant applications since they 
took over ownership. She and hus-
band Johnny, a lieutenant with the 
Hazelcrest Fire Department in Cook 
County, purchased the restaurant in 
November 2018.

“I just couldn’t believe it,” she said 
when she was first notified of  the 
approved grants. “Then we learned 
we were successful on another.”

Then two more came through.
“This means so much,” she said. 

“My husband has been working for 
fire departments I think since he was 
19. So many departments just do with-
out updated equipment and they just 
do without the equipment. But one 
piece of  equipment can help so much 
within a community.”

The Bradley restaurant serves 
public safety departments within a 
25-mile radius of  the restaurant. 

Responding to the call
Subs help secure 
funding for local  
fire departments
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Firehouse Subs employee Brittney Jones, daughter of the restaurant’s owners Johnny and Kim Jones, prepares an order Saturday at the 
Bradley business. “Your money is going to a good cause,” Johnny said of the company’s donations to local fire departments. “It’s so much 
more than just a sub shop.”

Grants awarded
Here is a breakdown of the 
grants and what the money  
will be used to purchase:
Manteno Community Fire 
Protection District: $21,550 to 
purchase three Ferno Ez Glide 
Stair chairs
Bourbonnais Fire Protection 
District: $30,742 for Zoll Heart 
Monitor/defibrillator and  
accessories
Peotone Fire Protection District: 
$18,921 for seven sets  
of firefighter gear
Bradley Fire Department: 
$14,220 for a chest  
compression machine
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daily-journal.com
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Surgical 
center to 
receive 
TIF funds
Village board takes 
first step toward 
agreement with  
OAK Orthopedics
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BOURBONNAIS — During its 
meeting Monday, Bourbonnais vil-
lage trustees took the first step for-
ward on a proposed services rate 
increase and a next step on a pro-
posed business district plan.

The board heard the first read-
ing of  an ordinance proposing a $2 
monthly rate increase for garbage 
and sewer services for single, resi-
dential property within the village.

If  the ordinance is adopted on its 
second reading at the board’s Aug. 
17 meeting, the new monthly rate 
would be $68, up from the current 
monthly bill of  $66. It would go into 
effect beginning Sept. 1.

The last rate increase was imple-
mented in August 2019.

At the village’s July 1 utility com-
mittee meeting, trustees approved 
moving forward with a vote on the 
increase as a means to help cover 
the growing expenses of  the two 
services.

The proposed monthly 75-cent 
sewer rate increase would alter the 
village residential rate to $42 from 
$41.25 monthly. This is a result of  a 
billing increase from Kankakee River 
Metropolitan Agency in the amount 
of  $11,500 per month. The village 
currently pays $212,000 per month to 
KRMA, an increase from the fiscal 
year 2020 cost of  $200,500 per month.

Services rate 
increase and 
district creation 
move forward

Police on hand to 
control crowds at 
city council meeting


