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Learn about Beaverville
Historical cemetery walk set for Sept. 13 A3

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
and other public health officials warned 
Wednesday of  the danger of  spreading 
COVID-19 during social gatherings as 
families and friends make plans for the 

upcoming Labor Day 
weekend.

“I  am very  con-
cerned, as I was in the 
Fourth of  July week-
end, that people will be 

gathering as they often do [at] picnics, 
backyard barbecues, at gatherings,” he 
said. “And we know that much of  the 
spread that’s occurring in Illinois is 
happening in these settings.”

Pritzker was joined at a news confer-
ence in Chicago by Dr. Amaal Tokars, 
assistant director of  the Illinois Depart-
ment of  Public Health, who said that 
even small gatherings will have to be 
different this year. He urged people to 
limit the size of  gatherings, wear facial 
coverings even around close friends and 
family, and maintain social distances.

“So help us help one another, and 
let us make sure that when we are in 
social gatherings that are not too large, 
especially if  they are small gather-
ings indoors, that we are also remem-
bering to infuse these principles of  

Pritzker:  
Be cautious 
on holiday 
weekend
State officials worry  
of virus’ spread  
during holiday weekend
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KANKAKEE — To be in compliance 
with the state’s new mitigation mea-
sures for Region 7, the Kankakee City 
Council will conduct its meetings via 
Zoom for the month of  September.

“Our team continues to work hard to 
conduct business in the city, as well as 
be accessible to the public while things 
rapidly change under the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Mayor Chasity Wells-Arm-
strong said in a press release.

Under the new mitigation measures, 
all meetings, social events and gather-
ings are to be limited to 25 people or 25% 
of  the overall room capacity indoors.

The city council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, and 7 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 21. City council and all committee 
meetings stream live on Comcast local 
channel 4, as well as the city’s YouTube 
channel and website.

City council  
returns to  
virtual meetings
Public comments will be 
accepted in advance

A lthough it’s kicking off  a couple months later than nor-
mal, the 37th annual Kankakee River Fishing Derby gets 
underway Friday and runs through Sept. 13.

The longtime 
event  is  spon-
s o r e d  b y  t h e 
Nor ther n I l l i -
n o i s  A n g l e r s 
Association and 
gives anglers off  
all ages the chance to win cash 
and prizes for catching a tagged 
fish. Ken Munjoy, NIAA presi-
dent, said local fisher men are 
ecstatic the annual derby is get-
ting underway.

Munjoy said he was at  the 
Casey’s in Bourbonnais and was 
getting out of  his truck that has the 
NIAA sticker on the side panel, as 
a man was leaving the convenience 
store.

“He walked past me, and he looked 
at [the vehicle] and said, ‘We’re hav-

ing a derby this 
year!’” Munjoy 
said. “I said, ‘Yes, 
we are.’ That was 
nice.”

NIAA volun-
teers were busy 

Wednesday at the Bird Park boat 
launch in Kankakee, shocking fish, 
gathering them up to tag them and 
then putting them back in various 
spots along the Kankakee River.

“Usually [we gather] like 120 
fish,” said Bob Anderson, NIAA vice 
president. “That way we have extras 
in case something happens. We only 
tag whatever is sponsored, and then 
we release everything else back into 
the water.”

Fishing derby is a go
Anglers head to the river 

 this weekend to fish for prizes
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Bob Anderson, vice president of the Northern Illinois Anglers Association, measures the length of a small mouth bass Wednesday 
morning as the group prepared for the 37th annual Kankakee River Fishing Derby, which starts Friday and runs through Sept. 13.

Kankakee River  
Fishing Derby
WHEN: Sept. 4-13. Fish need to be submitted to 
weigh-in station by 6 p.m. Sept. 13.
COST: $20 per family or individual. Forms available 
at kankakeefishingderby.com.
REGISTRATION STATIONS ONLY
• Reed’s Rent All, 907 N. Indiana Ave., Kankakee
• Walmart, 505 Riverstone Pkwy., Kankakee
• Walmart Supercenter, 2080 N. Illinois Route 50, 
Bourbonnais
REGISTRATION & WEIGH-IN STATIONS
• Kankakee River Trading Post, Off Illinois Route 102 
on Altorf Road by the Kankakee River State Park
• Border Town Guns, 116 Gladiolus St., Momence
• Glazik Topline Feeds, 2450 W. Illinois Route 17, 
Kankakee
• Angelo’s Bait, 708 W. Baltimore St., Wilmington
• Elliots Bait And Tackle, 975 N. Fifth Ave. Kankakee
Fish can be checked in at weigh stations during 
their normal business hours.
MORE INFO: kankakeefishingderby.com
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KANKAKEE — While census 
takers have been conducting door-
to-door operations for households 
who have not yet responded to the 
census, the city of  Kankakee is 
making its own push to get resi-
dents counted.

The city is hosting 2020 Cen-
sus pop-up block parties and 
setting up tables at community 
events. Direct assistance will be 

provided on-site to take the cen-
sus, as well as, socially distanced 
activities, a DJ, giveaways and 
more.

“As time begins to wind down, 
we have been taking the steps to 
adapting our outreach to make 
sure everyone is counted, while 
also keeping everyone safe,” 
said Kankakee Mayor Chasity 
Wells-Armstrong. “If  you have 
not responded, the time is now. 
You can respond to the 2020 Cen-
sus by mail, phone or online at 
www.2020census.gov to help 
secure vital resources for our com-
munity.”

Kankakee makes final census push as deadline nears
City’s self-response 
rate stands at  
56 percent
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A Census 2020 drawstring bag at the City of Kankakee’s booth at the 
farmer’s market is part of the city’s effort to increase participation. 

KANKAKEE
BY CHRIS 
BREACH
cbreach@ 
daily-journal.com
815-937-3316

See WARNING, page A3

See MEETINGS, page A3

See CENSUS, page A3

See DERBY, page A3

INSIDE: Local 
confirmed 
cases by ZIP 
code. A3


