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Kankakee police investigating 
weekend shootings  A3

Darvish pitches 
Cubs past  
Abreu, White Sox  B1

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1903

Police, community come together 
for bike event

Daily Journal photos/Tiffany Blanchette

ABOVE: Kankakee Police commander Lt. Donnell 
Austin directs a group of about 50 riders Sunday 
evening during the fourth annual community biking 
event, coined Light Up the Night this year as many 
bikes donned LED lights for the event. “It’s all about 
us connecting with the community,” Austin said.

TOP LEFT: Kankakee Police Chief Frank Kosman, 
left, embarks with a group of about 50 riders as 
they traveled from Beckman Park to River Road Park 
and back to Beckman. It was a 4.6-mile ride.

BOTTOM LEFT: Kids and adults gather at Beckman 
Park to join police on the ride. Organizers said their 
goal was to engage youth in a positive way and to 
build strong relationships between police and the 
community.

Lighting up the night

Mike Panozzo had a dream of  own-
ing and operating his own deli.

He thought about it so much he 
even had a dream about purchas-

ing a meat slicer. 
The dream was 
so real that he fol-
lowed though on it 
and called Shaddy 
Mohammad, the 
owner of  the New 
York City Deli, 1190 
N. Convent St., 
Bourbonnais.

Mohammad, 
owner of  the 
restaurant since 
2013, had an even 
better option for 

Panozzo. He would not only sell 
him a meat slicer, but the entire 
restaurant, as well.

“Shaddy did an outstanding job 
building this business. We are now 
fully invested here,” Panozzo said.

This past week, Panozzo, 43, a 
1995 Peotone High School graduate, 
and his fiancee, Kristi Behrends, 31, 
a 2007 Momence High School grad, 

now both of  Bourbonnais, took 
possession of  the deli on Aug. 16.

They began serving sandwiches 
the following day. Panozzo said the 
first week was a great success.

“This is our first restaurant 
venture. Mike always dreamt of  
operating a deli,” Behrends said. 

“... He’s Italian. He had a dream of  
buying a meat slicer and the deli 
came with it.”

By day, Panozzo is a performance 
manager for auto dealerships. Beh-
rends is an administrative nurse 
for Riverside Medical Center.

Now the couple is adding yet 

another task to their workday. 
They have been learning the art of  
making deli sandwiches.

“We are pretty much keeping 
things the same. This business has 
been doing very well. The sand-
wiches here are great,” she said.

Mohammad, 35, of  Bourbonnais, 
said that no matter where he goes, 
he will also be known as the execu-
tive chef  of  the New York City Deli.

“There are some different things 
I’m working on right now. I have 
some other dreams I want to pur-
sue. But make no mistake about 
it, the deli was my baby. I put my 
energy, sweat and tears into that 
building.”

Behrends said they have kept the 
same staff  and as of  now, the deli’s 
hours remain the same: 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through Friday and 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday.

• • • 
The U. S. Small Business Administra-

tion is offering disaster assistance 
to businesses and residents affect-
ed by the June 27 heavy rain and 
flooding.

The disaster loans are avail-
able to businesses and residents 
in Kankakee and Iroquois counties, 
along with several in Indiana. 

New York City Deli in Bourbonnais has new owners
A dream led to  
the company 
changing hands 

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Mike Panozzo and fiancee Kristi Behrends, both of Bourbonnais, stand at the 
counter of New York City Deli in Bourbonnais as the new owners. The couple 
bought the sandwich shop — opened in 2013 by Bourbonnais resident Shaddy 
Mohammad — on Aug. 16 and began selling sandwiches the next day.
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Local law enforcement officers 
and elected officials voiced their 
support for a recent resolution of  
the executive committee of  the 
Kankakee County Board, encom-
passing public safety, legal immi-
gration, social equity and mental 
health funding.

Officials discussed the resolution 
at Wednesday’s law enforcement 
meeting hosted by the NAACP at the 
Kankakee County Sheriff ’s Com-
plex. Police from Bradley, Kankakee 
city and county, Manteno and Illi-
nois State Police were in attendance.

“This is like a framework to make 
sure regardless of  political affilia-
tion, the community you come from, 
ethnicity or whatever, this is what 
we believe in, and this is where we 
want to go,” County Board Chair-
man Andy Wheeler said.

The sweeping resolution covers a 
myriad of  social equity issues and 
states: “A resolution supporting the 

Resolution  
rejects call for 
police defunding 
Officials support 
county committee’s 
stance on public 
safety, reform

GRANT PARK — The Grant Park 
Fire Department board will again 
be asking residents in the district to 
approve a property tax increase due 
to an aging fleet of  apparatus, staff-
ing needs and mandatory equip-
ment replacement.

The referendum will appear on 
the ballot in November’s general 
election. A similar referendum was 
defeated 58-42 percent in the March 
primary election.

Two other Kankakee County fire 
districts — Bradley-Bourbonnais 
and Limestone — are facing the 
same hurdles as Grant Park and also 
had similar referendums defeated 
in March.

Grant Park trustees are asking 
voters to approve increasing the 
property tax rate to 1.0367 from its 
current rate of  .6867.

For the average single-family 
home in Grant Park, it would be a 
$116.67 annual increase or .32 cents 
a day per $100,000 home value, the 
trustees announced in a release on 
Thursday. Currently the owner of  
a $100,000 single-family home pays 
$228.67 annually to the district.

Fire Chief  Matt Shronts said the 
increase will allow the district to 
address the three critical areas of  
the department: apparatus replace-
ment, maintaining staffing, and 
replacement of  broken and outdated 
equipment.

Fire dept. 
again asks 
for increase 
in tax rate
Official says request 
is being sought as a 
necessity, not luxury

GRANT PARK

BY CHRIS 
BREACH
cbreach@ 
daily-journal.com
815-937-3316

BY JEFF  
BONTY
jbonty@ 
daily-journal.com
815-937-3366

See GRANT PARK, page A3

See RESOLUTION, page A3


