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Two Kankakee men arrested 
during a Valentine’s Day FBI sting 
in Bradley were sentenced this 
week on child enticement charges.

Senior U.S.  District  Judge 
Michael Mihm sentenced Jazzie 
Simmons, 30, Kankakee, to seven 
years in prison and eight years of  
supervised release. Simmons plead-
ed guilty in August 2021 to one count 
of  attempted enticement of  a minor.

In a separate case, Judge Mihm 
sentenced Kyren Williams, 31, 
Kankakee, to 10 years in prison and 
eight years of  supervised release. 
Williams pleaded guilty in July 2021 
to one count of  attempted entice-
ment of  a minor and one count of  
attempted sexual exploitation of  a 
child.

Williams and Simmons were 
arrested in February 2020 as part 
of  an FBI Springfield Division 
Operation conducted in Kankakee 
County through Project Safe Child-
hood, a nationwide initiative by the 
Department of  Justice to combat 
child sexual exploitation and abuse. 
The sting saw the arrest of  15 men, 
including 11 from Kankakee Coun-
ty.

According to police affidavits, 
each of  the men used various social 
media sites to contact and engage 
online with FBI covert employ-
ees posing as 14- and 15-year-old 
minors, both boys and girls, to make 
arrangements to meet with the 
intent to engage in sexual activity.

Enticement 
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KANKAKEE — Starting today, 
the Kankakee Public Library 
announced that it will be returning 
to walk-in services only. This return 
is until further notice.

“Due to COVID numbers increas-
ing, we’re trying to make sure we 
can still get [services] to patrons,” 
said Vicki Forquer, the library’s 
adult services supervisor.

“For your safety and ours, please 
wear a mask while inside the 
library and maintain social distanc-
ing,” the library shared in a news 
release.

At this time, no public seating is 
available. Walk-in services include 
checking out materials, picking up 
holds, sending faxes, printing doc-
uments, making copies and limited 
30-minute computer use.

Curbside assistance is available 
by calling 815-937-6901 to request 
materials and choose a pick-up time.

Library limits 
services to 
walk-in only
New precautionary 
measures come amid 
surge in COVID cases
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BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Several Illi-
nois lawmakers said this week they 
are determined to pass a bill in the 
spring that would overhaul the way 
nursing homes are paid through 
the state’s Medicaid program to 
address critical staffing shortages, 
but the state’s largest nursing home 
industry group is still pushing back 
against the proposed changes.

“We need to have something hap-
pen this spring, for the sake of  the 
most vulnerable in our state,” Rep. 
Anna Moeller, D-Elgin, said during 
a committee hearing Tuesday. 
“And the point of  these hearings 
is to bring that to light to bring the 
reality of  what people are living 
through to light.”

Illinois has many of  the most 
understaffed nursing homes in the 
nation. According to a report by 

the state Department of  Healthcare 
and Family Services, Illinois con-
sistently ranks last among states 
in staffing, as measured using the 
national Staff  Time and Resource 
Intensity Verification, or STRIVE 
Project, with 47 of  the 100 most 
understaffed facilities in the coun-
try.

Mark Cooper, a nursing home 
resident who declined to identify 
the facility where he lives, told the 
committee about the conditions he 
deals with daily.

“Lately in this particular home, 
especially in the last year, after 
apparently this nursing home was 
bought up by some other own-
ers, there have been filthy condi-
tions, food on the floor, excrement 
in shower stalls, residents being 
offered half-filled bowls of  Froot 
Loops as the morning cold cereal 
option,” he said. “Resident-called 
lights going on are unanswered for 
a half  hour or more.”

Illinois Medicaid Administrator 
Kelly Cunningham noted the state 
has increased funding for nurs-
ing homes three times in the past 
several years for the purpose of  
increasing staffing, but the short-
ages persist, particularly with cer-

tified nursing assistants, or CNAs.
“Because Medicaid is the single 

largest purchaser of  CNA services, 
we are in a unique position to influ-
ence the purchase of  this critical 
service,” she said. “It’s clear that 
we need to directly link any new 
funding to this industry to staffing 
and quality care improvements in 
order to bring about the change 
we’re seeking to give all nursing 
home residents the quality of  life 
that they deserve.”

CHANGES SOUGHT
Tuesday’s hearing was a joint 

meeting of  four House committees 
that deal with health care issues. 
They are considering a proposal by 
DHFS to overhaul the way nursing 

homes are reimbursed by increas-
ing funding and tying payments 
directly to staffing levels and per-
formance measures.

DHFS Deputy Director Andy 
Allison said the plan calls for 
roughly a $400 million increase in 
Medicaid nursing home funding 
that would be tied to reaching cer-
tain staffing benchmarks, increas-
ing wages for CNAs and achieving 
higher quality standards.

That would be funded through 
an increase in the nursing home 
assessment tax, which generates a 
pool of  money that is used to draw 
down additional federal Medicaid 
reimbursements.

Lawmakers push for nursing home reforms this spring
Effort aims to tie 
state funding to 
staffing levels and 
quality of services

M
uddy paws might be a thing 
of  the past for visitors to 
the dog park at River Road 

Park in Kankakee.

The Kankakee Valley Park District board 
approved this week a 12-vehicle parking lot 
for the park. Currently, people using the dog 
park drive their vehicles on the grass on the 

east side of  the park.
The board approved by a 3-2 vote for 

$14,190 for a gravel (road mix or slate) lot 
to be constructed by Kankakee Valley Con-
struction Company.

Board member Bill Spriggs said he 
thought the amount was too much.

“I still think that’s a lot of  money,” 
Spriggs said. “I wish there was another way 
to do it.”

Spriggs and fellow board member 
Michael Matthews voted against the mea-
sure.

The park district will have to apply for 
a variance from the City of  Kankakee 
because the city has an ordinance that all 
parking lots must be paved.

“I think it’s a positive, and the more we 
can do for people ... I’m all for it,” Eads said.

“Also, do we really want everybody park-
ing in the grass and rutting it up and you’re 
a muddy mess and your dog gets in the car 
and it’s a muddy mess,” board member 
Dave Skelly said. “To me, it’s just classing 
up the joint a little bit.”

Also, the board unanimously approved 
$19,765 for a similar gravel lot at Steve 
Hunter Park at Webster Circle West and 
Laurel Street in Kankakee. The lot will be 
approximately 11,000 square yards, and the 
work will also be done by KVCC.

The parking lots will be paid for out of  a 
$3.25 million bond issue that was approved 
in July.

Parking for parks
New gravel lot approved for dog park, Steve Hunter Park

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
The Kankakee Valley Park District’s River Run Dog Park will soon have a 12-vehicle gravel parking lot for patrons. Currently, visitors drive their vehicles on 
the grass on the east side of the park, often encountering muddy and wet conditions.
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“It’s clear that we need to directly link any new 
funding to this industry to staffing and quality 

care improvements in order to bring about the 
change we’re seeking to give all nursing home 
residents the quality of life that they deserve.”

KELLY CUNNINGHAM, ILLINOIS MEDICAID 
ADMINISTRATOR
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