
KANKAKEE — J.J. Hollis 
opened the front door of  his 
Kankakee home and looked 
out on a beautiful Tuesday 
afternoon.

With the sun shining and 
the temperature reaching 
the low 80s, spring was most 
certainly in the air.

He was more than a little 

frightened as he looked out-
side.

“It’s been an experience I 
wouldn’t want anyone to go 
through,” Hollis said during 
a telephone interview as he 
remains quarantined in his 
home as a result of  being 
part of  the first wave of  
those in Kankakee County 
diagnosed with COVID-19. “I 
got real nervous. I was scared 
at first. I even stopped watch-
ing the news because it got so 
depressing.”

While there have been 
countless news reports of  

what effect this virus has 
had on the world, the United 
States, Illinois and Kankakee 
County, Hollis has a much 
more intimate view — having 
been pummeled by the virus 
since the final days of  March.

The 49-year-old Kanka-
keean has endured. A rehab 
consultant at the Illinois Vet-
erans’ Home in Manteno, he 
knows one thing for sure, he 
will be eager to return to his 
duties at the veterans’ home.

“I miss work. I miss my 
veterans,” he said. “It’s very 
fulfilling work. That’s why I 

love it.”
Of  course, Hollis only can 

speculate where he might have 

picked up the coronavirus, 
but it would seem plausible it 
came from the veterans’ home. 
About half  of  all positive 
Kankakee County COVID-19 
cases are connected to long-
term nursing-type facilities.

Hollis was the perfect can-
didate for contracting the 
virus as well. He suffers from 
asthma and has congestive 
heart failure.
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•  Local man discusses how 
COVID-19 has turned his life 
upside down.

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Grant Park Fire Department's new fire chief Matt Shronts, left, stands with his father, retired Grant Park Fire Chief Rich Shronts, in the firehouse 
Thursday. Matt, a firefighter for 19 years, stepped into the role after his dad's retirement after 51 years of service, with 36 as chief.

Infection brings new perspective on life
Local man battles back from COVID-19

JEFF BONTY
jbonty@daily-journal.com 
815-937-3366

BOURBONNAIS — While 
the annual Easter egg hunt 
was canceled because of  
Gov. JB Pritzker’s “stay-at-
home” mandate, the Easter 
bunny still will make a visit 
to the village of  Bourbon-
nais on Sunday. Village offi-
cials say the Easter Bunny 
Town Tour will be 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. that day.

“There is a lot going on in 
the world and it is hard for 
kids to understand it all,” 
Mayor Paul Schore said. “We 
want to brighten up their 
day.

“We couldn’t bring chil-
dren to the Easter bunny 
this year, so we decided to 
bring the Easter bunny to 
them,” he said, adding that 
children are near and dear to 
him. “It’s not ideal but these 
are unusual and challenging 
times. We are doing what we 
can to help overcome chal-
lenges by bringing some nor-
malcy to our community. We 
are all in this together, the 
Easter bunny included.”

The village will release 
the tour route and approxi-
mate time frames for neigh-
borhoods on Saturday via 
Facebook and the village’s 
website.

The no-contact event pro-
motes social distancing by 
encouraging residents to 
watch and wave from win-
dows inside homes or safely 
from driveways.

The Easter bunny will be 
escorted in a village vehicle 
down neighborhood streets. 
The village has 83 miles of  
roads so in order to reach 
the largest number of  resi-
dents, the Easter bunny will 
not be making stops. For 
everyone’s safety, there will 
be no candy or passing out 
of  Easter eggs. Gathering in 
groups roadside is extreme-
ly discouraged.

For more infor mation, 
go to villageofbourbonnais.
com/easter-bunny-town-
tour.

Village takes 
Easter bunny 
on the road
Officials encourage 
children to watch 
from their windows 
or driveways

Easter Bunny 
Town Tour 
Where: Village of Bour-
bonnais
When: Sunday, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.
More information: The 
village will release the 
tour route and approxi-
mate time for neighbor-
hoods via Facebook and 
villageofbourbonnais.
com/easter-bunny-town-
tour on Saturday.

J.J. Hollis
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R
ich Shronts’ actions 
speak louder than 
his words.

When asked why he 
joined the Grant Park Fire 
Protection District, he said, 
“I wanted to help my neigh-
bors.”

Shronts did that well, serv-
ing the department for 51 years 
including the past 36 as its chief. 
Shronts took over as chief  after 
Donald Buhr.

Now, the 69-year-old is familiar 
with the man who replaced him 
as chief  on April 3, his son, Matt 
Shronts. Matt has been with the 
department 19 years including the 
past seven as assistant fire chief.

It marks the third generation 
of  the Shronts family to lead 
the department as chief. Rich’s 
dad, George Shronts, was chief  
for eight of  his 27 years with the 
department.

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
The chance to serve alongside 

his son is something Rich Shronts 
cherishes.

“I’m proud to keep a family tra-
dition going and serving the com-
munity to make it a safer place to 
live,” Rich said.

Given the chance to carry on 
as chief  is in father’s footsteps is 
an “honor. It’s as simple as that,” 
Matt said. “For some, they are 
never given the opportunity to 
work alongside their parents.

“For me, I got the opportunity 
to not only work alongside him, 
but more so work with him to help 

people during the worst day of  
their lives, seeing things together 
that most people will never want 
to see or experience. We respond-
ed to many auto accidents, medi-
cal calls, structure fires and brush 
fires together.

Matt said he spent a lot of  time 
at the fire station growing up.

“At an early age, I got oppor-
tunities to learn many aspects 
of  the fire service from him and 
many others in the department 
that volunteered,” Matt said. “As I 
got older, I wanted to find a profes-
sion where I could help people.”

Fighting fires as a family
Matt Shronts takes helm of Grant Park district as 3rd-generation chief
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KANKAKEE — Infected 
staff  and residents of  Sha-

piro Developmental Cen-
ter account for 40 percent 
of  Kankakee County’s total 
confirmed cases of  corona-
virus.

As of  10 a.m. Friday, 21 

staff  members and 56 res-
idents have tested positive 
for COVID-19, according 
to the Illinois Department 
Human Services which 
operates the facility for indi-

viduals with intellectual 
and developmental disabil-
ities. The center’s 1,195-per-
son staff  cares for 478 resi-
dents.

The Kankakee County 

Health Department report-
ed Friday after noon the 
county has a total of  195 con-
firmed cases, 10 deaths and 
25 recoveries. Of  195 cases, 
119 are associated with long-
term care facilities. 

Shapiro now reporting 70 coronavirus cases
Facility accounts for 40 percent of Kankakee County’s total cases
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