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BBCHS boys basketball falls
to Bolingbrook 77-53 C1

County board
honors Kays
football team A3

KANKAKEE JROTC

Army offers
to recognize
program in
Kankakee
Membership has
grown to over 100
cadets in second year
BY STEPHANIE
MARKHAM
smarkham@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
KANKAKEE — The Kankakee
Kays Battalion JROTC program at
Kankakee High School is on its way
to becoming an official U.S. Army
recognized program next school
year.
Kankakee High School received
a congratulatory letter dated Dec.
10 from Army JROTC Director Col.
Steve Smith stating that the Army
was expanding its JROTC program
and that KHS was selected to host
one of its new JROTC units.
The Kays Battalion began last
school year and has been funded by
the school district as an unofficial
program; becoming officially recognized would mean the program gets
funding assistance from the Army.

See ARMY, page A3

New process
helps exposed
students stay
in classroom
‘Test-to-stay’ program
cuts down need for
home quarantine
BY STEPHANIE MARKHAM
smarkham@daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
BRADLEY — Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School
has had 170 known positive student cases and 20 known positive
staff cases of COVID-19 since Aug.
6, Superintendent Matt Vosberg
reported during Monday’s BBCHS
School Board meeting.
In the same time frame, 453 students have avoided being excluded
from school through the district’s
test-to-stay process, Vosberg said.
The test-to-stay process allows
students to stay in school if they
test negative on days one, three, five
and seven after exposure. The tests
are administered by school nursing
staff.
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Kankakee Eastside Bulldog Cheerleading team members, from left, Kanai Jackson, 13, Rihanna Talley, 11, London McNeely, 8, Jorni Smith, 8, Kennarhea
Chandler, 8, Mahlyia Johnson, 10, and Janiya Carpenter, 12, pose with the trophies the three cheer squads earned when they competed at the United
Youth Football and Cheer League National Championships in Tampa Bay, Fla., on Dec. 11 for the first time in program history.

Setting a new standard
Eastside Bulldogs Cheer brings home national hardware
BY CODY SMITH
csmith@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3388

W

ith the support of their
town in a true sense of
community, the Kankakee Eastside Bulldog Cheerleading
organization made history this past
weekend when they competed at the
national level for the first time in the
program’s 65-year history.
The Eastside Bulldogs cheerleading organization sent three of its cheer teams — 8u,
12u, and 14u — to the big stage, where they

The test-to-stay process allows
students to stay in school if
they test negative on days one,
three, five and seven after exposure. The tests are administered by school nursing staff.
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level, most notably because they cheered
in organizations such as the Will/Cook/
Kankakee Youth Association, which got
dismantled when COVID-19 hit nearly two
seasons ago.
The dismantling of the WCKYA afforded
Eastside to move to the Northern Illinois
Youth Football League, which finally afforded its cheer teams a chance to compete at a
stage bigger than a community level.
To everyone’s surprise, competing in
its first regional ever, all three Bulldog
teams dominated the competition in the
UYFL Regionals that were held on Nov. 6 in
Addison. Both its 8u and 14u teams secured
first-place finishes with flawless routines
during regionals while its 12u squad took
third-place thanks to an exemplary routine
in its own right.

See CHEER, page A3

County touts taxpayer savings with ARPA funds
Wheeler says board
is working to reduce
future tax projects
BY CHRIS
BREACH
cbreach@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3316

See STUDENTS, page A3

Keeping students
in school

competed in the United Youth Football and
Cheer League National Championships on
Dec. 11 in Tampa Bay, Fla.
It marked the first time since its inception in July 1956 that Eastside has qualified
at least one of its teams to compete at the
national level, let alone a trio of squads.
“On behalf of the Eastside Bulldogs,
cheer coaches, and cheerleaders, we would
like to extend a huge thank you to everyone
who personally or financially contributed
to make our trip to nationals in Florida
a reality,” said Eastside Cheer Director
Verlon Jordan. “We are truly grateful and
appreciative of all the acts of generosity
extended to us.”
Although Eastside has always had talented cheer teams that have competed alongside other area programs for decades, the
Bulldogs never had the chance to send their
cheerleaders to compete at the national

KANKAKEE — The Kankakee
County Board is reporting that it
has saved county taxpayers $4.22
million as part of the $4.37 million
it has approved from its American
Rescue Plan Act funds.
During its meeting Tuesday, the
board received an update on the
status of its $21.3 million in federal
COVID relief funding. The board
has another year to allocate the
remaining funds.

County Board Chairman Andy
Wheeler noted that 97 percent of
the money approved so far has
been for projects that taxpayers
would have had to foot the bill for
anyway.
“Those were things that we were
going to have to pay for — like the
voting machines, like the vehicles
[for the sheriff ’s department,”
he said. “... So we’re just not out
there buying a wish-list of things
or throwing money around. We’re
actually trying to reduce future tax
projects.”
Wheeler added that the county
can’t build a new courthouse for
$200 million like Will County did,
but it has to address problems with
the current structure.
“We still have to deal with the
fact that we’re overcrowded,” he
said. “In COVID times, you could

See SAVINGS, page A3

More Information
The board also gave final
approval of approximately
$55,000 in ARPA funding —
COVID-19 relief money — for
businesses and organizations
that submitted funding requests. Those were preliminarily
OK’d by the Finance Committee
in November.
Those approved for funding
were:
• 3D Wildlife Rescue & Rehab
in Kankakee, $1,401 for facility
space and supplies
• A Better Cut Lawn Care in
Bradley, $5,000 for loss of
income

• Kankakee County Coroner,
$11,000 for body bags
• Camp Shaw-waw-nas-see in
Manteno, $10,000 for loss of
income
• D&D Distributors/Off The
Wall in St. Anne, $5,000 for
rent and payroll
• Dunlap Vision in Bourbonnais,
$5,000 for loss of revenue
• Harbor House in Kankakee;
$10,000 for training
• McElroy Communications in
Manteno, $5,000 for loss of
income
• Sunrise Center Inc. of St.
Anne, $2,624 for renovations

