
KANKAKEE — There has not been a downtown Kankakee 
Christmas parade since 1993.

Plans are in the works — led by Kanka-
kee 4th Ward Alderman Lance Marczak, 
who at this point could be considered 
Santa’s helper — to make sure Kankakee 
is not like the Island of  Misfit Toys.

The Kankakee City Council approved a 
petition from Marczak at the Sept. 6 meet-
ing to hold an 11-block City of  Kankakee 
Christmas Parade. The event is slated to 
begin at 4:30 p.m. Dec. 10.

The parade will begin at the Paramount 
Theatre parking lot and travel along 
Schuyler Avenue to East River Street. The 
parade will turn west one block and head 
north along East Avenue where it will 
conclude at the railroad depot.

While no one would ever mistake 
Marczak for the jolly ol’ man from the 

North Pole, the slender, red-haired alderman is determined 
to make 2022 the year the Christmas parade returns to down-
town Kankakee.

Once a staple of  the downtown retail district, the parade 
faded as retailers left the business district. Eventually the 
parade followed suit and it has not been a part of  the city’s holi-
day schedule for nearly 30 years.
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KANKAKEE — Kankakee Police arrested 
Anycco M. Rivers, 24, of  Kankakee, Tuesday 
on a warrant charging him with the shooting 
death of  15-year-old 
Davarion Jones, of  
Kankakee, last year.

Jones was shot 
July 6, 2021, while 
standing outside his 
family’s home in the 
1100 block of  East 
Merchant Street.

At about 3:52 p.m. 
July 6, Jones and a 
group of  teens were 
standing in front of  
a vehicle in the 1100 
block of  East Merchant Street. They said 
Rivers approached them from an alley and 
fired into the group. Jones was struck and 
killed, according to a joint press release from 
Kankakee County State’s Attorney Jim Rowe 
and Kankakee Police Chief  Robin Passwater.
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KANKAKEE — Kankakee police made an 
arrest in the 2014 homicide of  DeArrion Har-
ris, of  Kankakee.

On Wednesday, 
Jo h n  M a g e e  J r. , 
55,  of  Kankakee, 
was charged with 
first-degree murder 
and aggravated bat-
tery with a firearm.

A Kankakee Coun-
ty judge set Magee’s 
bond at $2 million.

On Monday,  an 
arrest warrant was 
issued by a Kanka-
kee County judge. 
Magee was arrested Tuesday.

On Nov. 14, 2014, the 26-year-old Harris 
was shot multiple times inside an apartment 
building in the 500 block of  North Harrison 
Avenue.

The Kankakee County State’s Attorney’s 
office and Kankakee Police Department 
reviewed and reopened the case this summer, 
according to a press release.

“Although it took time to bring this case to 
a conclusion, detectives always believed this 
case would be solved,” Kankakee Police Chief  
Robin Passwater said in the release.

“Investigators are always looking back on 
older cases to see if  evidence can further be 
examined or persons involved remember a 
small piece of  information that can reignite 
an investigation.”

Kankakee County State’s Attorney Jim 
Rowe stated in the release the Kankakee 
Police Department and its detectives never 
gave up on solving this murder.

“Thanks to the efforts of  those officers and 
EMTs first on scene, the investigation by detec-
tives, the work of  our Kankakee County Cor-
oner’s office, and the cooperation of  civilian 
and law enforcement witnesses, an arrest was 
able to be made and charges filed,” Rowe said.

Photos/Kankakee County Museum Archive
TOP: A large crowd surrounds balloon floats during the 1946 
Christmas Parade in Kankakee. CENTER: Balloon floats of 
ornaments travel through the streets of Kankakee during the 1962 
Christmas Parade. BOTTOM: A large crowd gathers on the streets 
of Kankakee to witness the 1946 Christmas Parade.
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KANKAKEE — A Tuesday 
meeting between leadership of  
the city of  Kankakee and For-
titude Community Outreach 
resulted in the homeless shelter 
organization recommitting to 
development of  a new shelter 
building at North Washington 
Avenue.

Kankakee Mayor Chris Curtis 
also noted the hope is Fortitude 
can extend its stay at the former 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School site 

in downtown Kankakee by an 
additional shelter season as the 
entities work toward gaining the 
needed funding to construct the 
building on North Washington. 
The extension of  an addition-
al year of  shelter at St. Paul’s 
would need the OK from the 
church board.

Fo r t i t u d e  h a d  i n i t i a l l y 
planned to build a new complex 
in the 100 block of  North Wash-
ington and have it ready for the 
start of  the shelter season, which 
was slated to begin in about two 
weeks, on Oct. 1.

Plans to construct an approxi-
mate $575,000 building to serve as 
the new shelter on North Wash-
ington were scrapped several 
months ago due to skyrocketing 
costs of  building materials, which 
raised the project to $1.2 million.

It was that factor which led 
Fortitude leadership to explore 
existing properties, including the 
former United Faith Pentecostal 
Church, 1284 S. Fourth Ave.

Those plans were recently 
rejected when the Kankakee Plan-
ning Board turned down by a 6-2 
vote a change-of-zoning request 
needed to operate the shelter at 
the Fourth Avenue location.

On Tuesday, Curtis project-
ed Fortitude needs $300,000 to 
$500,000 to construct the shelter 
on North Washington. He said 
the city is leading an effort with 
“several entities” to see if  that 
funding can be gained.

Curtis declined to specify the 
organizations involved in the 
talks.

The city administration have 
been vocal that homelessness is 
not a situation only in Kanka-
kee, but throughout the region. 
The city is seeking what it has 
described as a “regional solution.”

Curtis said the city and For-
titude would meet again in two 
to three weeks for further dis-
cussions. The goal of  the city 
and Fortitude is to have the 2022-
23 shelter season resolved by 

mid-October.
In a Tuesday Facebook post, 

Dawn Broers, Fortitude’s execu-
tive director, wrote that things are 
moving in a positive direction.

She noted a special planning 
board meeting would be held so 
the city council could approve 
the needed conditional use per-
mit to continue operating the 
shelter at St. Paul’s. If  that time 
frame is met, the council could 
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