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already facing COVID-19. A5 
NFL going with virtual format 
for upcoming draft. B1 
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Order your Easter meal to go
Local restaurants offer carry-out versions of favorites  A6

Kankakee man pens 
book about father’s 
singing career  A3

R enovation of  the Splash 
Valley Aquatic Center 
has been taking place, 

and area residents will hopeful-
ly be able to once again enjoy 
the swim facility this summer.

The stay-at-home mandate from the 
state that Gov. J.B. Pritzker recently 
extended to April 30 could impact 
when public recreation returns to 
normal. Nonetheless, the Kankakee 
Valley Park District obtained permits 
from the state and Kankakee, and 
work is “well under way,” said Dayna 
Heitz, KVPD executive director.

Leopardo Construction, of  Hoff-

man Estates, is the construction con-
tractor for the work now being done.

“Leopardo has been working dili-
gently on the interior of  the building 
cleaning above the ceilings, replacing 
the ceiling tiles, assessing plumbing, 
HVAC, and electrical needs,” Heitz 

said in an email to the Daily Journal. 
“They have completed the bathhouse 
ceiling and are working on procuring 
the supplies [and] equipment along 
with working with the plumbers and 

Making a splash
Renovation ‘well under 
way’ at Splash Valley

Daily Journal photos/Tiffany Blanchette
Renovation work continues at Splash Valley in Kankakee ahead of a possible summer opening.
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The Illinois Department of  Vet-
erans Affairs has confirmed that an 
employee at the Prince Home on the 
Illinois Veterans Home campus in 
Manteno tested positive last week 
for the coronavirus.

There are no known cases in any 
residents, Veterans Affair officials 
said in a release.

Employee tests 
positive for 
COVID-19 at 
Prince Home

Tables are set aside as renovation work continues at Splash Valley in Kankakee 
ahead of planned summer opening.
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See SPLASH, page A3

There are no 
known cases in any 
residents at the 
veterans facility

MANTENO — In an effort to 
thank Manteno first responders as 
well as doctors and nurses on the 
front lines of  the COVID-19 pan-
demic will take place Wednesday 
evening in Manteno.

And, in keeping with the “shelter 
in home” order, residents can do 
this from inside their homes, on 
their front porch or even on their 
sidewalks.

Organizer Sarah Marion, Man-
teno’s marketing and community 
relations director, saw a similar 
event take place in Chicago recent-
ly and thought it was such a great 
idea, she immediately set out to do a 
similar program in the village.

What she is asking is for Man-
teno residents to make a bunch of  
noise for about two or three min-
utes — beginning sharply at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday — as a simple “thank 
you” gesture for those on the front 
line dealing with coronavirus.

“I don’t care how they make the 
noise. They can bang on pots and 
pans, whistle, clap hands, shout. 
This is just a way to recognize our 
police, fire, doctors, nurses and 

Manteno 
residents 
asked to 
get noisy
Thank-you event 
planned for first 
responders and 
medical workers

‘Let’s Get  
Loud, Manteno’
Manteno residents are encouraged 
to step outside and make a bunch 
of noise — whether it be honk a 
car horn, loudly cheer, ring a bell or 
bang some pots and pans together 
— for about 2 or 3 minutes begin-
ning sharply at 7 p.m. Wednesday.
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THE LATEST ON THE CORONAVIRUS
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The Kankakee County Health 
Department reported 14 new con-
firmed cases of  COVID-19 since 
Monday, bringing the county’s total 
cases to 90. The newest cases are 
nine women and five men ranging 
in ages from 20s to 90s.

No new coronavirus-related 
deaths have been reported, with 
the county’s total still standing at 
five. Health department officials 

are continuing to report cases of  
individuals who have recovered 
from the virus. A total of  eight have 
been reported.

Statewide, 1,006 new confirmed 
cases of  the disease and 33 addi-
tional deaths were reported Mon-
day by officials with the Illinois 
Department of  Public Health. New 
confirmed cases were announced 
for the first time in downstate Jef-
ferson and Wabash counties.

That brings the total number 
of  cases in Illinois since the out-
break began to 12,262, including 307 
deaths.

On Monday, the IDPH began 
releasing COVID-19 confirmed case 
totals by ZIP code. Information for 
the following ZIP codes has been 

released so far: 42 cases in 60901, six 
cases in 60964 and 16 cases in 60914.

SEARCHING FOR EQUIPMENT
During Monday’s daily press 

briefing, Gov. JB Pritzker said the 
federal government has supplied 
Illinois with only “a small frac-
tion” of  the protective equipment 
it has requested from the Strategic 
National Stockpile.

Those supplies are intended to 
protect health care workers and 
first responders who come into con-
tact with infected patients. They 
include such things as face masks 
that can filter out the virus, as 
well as surgical masks and gowns, 
gloves, face shields and coveralls.

In the absence of  adequate sup-
plies from the federal government, 
Pritzker said state agencies have 
turned to national and global com-
mercial markets for supplies.

So far, Pritzker said, the state has 
placed orders for 10 million N95 
masks, 14 million KN95 masks, 7 
million surgical masks, 22 million 
disposable general use masks, more 
than 19 million gloves, more than 5 
million face shields and more than 
3 million gowns.

“Take note that this is not as sim-
ple as placing an order and having 
it arrive at your doorstep a few days 
later,” he said. “There’s a world-
wide shortage that has us racing 

14 new cases in one day
Pandemic projected 
to peak in Illinois 
around April 15

See COVID-19, page A3


