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FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1903

Chicago eliminated in Game 5 C1

This humble servant warms our hearts  A9

COVID-19  
can’t stop art  B1

BOURBONNAIS — After 
years of  budgetary starts and 
stops, it appears the long-an-
ticipated Kankakee Metro 
Centre bus station will be 
built in 2021.

The complex will be located on 
East Chestnut Street between the 
300 blocks of  North Schuyler and 
North Dearborn avenues.

The project is expected to cost 
$4 million, with $1.6 million com-
ing from the state of  Illinois and 
another $2.4 million from the fed-
eral government.

The project was anticipated to 
be built in two phases, but due to 
the $2.2 trillion federal CARES Act 
(Coronavirus Aid Relief  and Eco-

nomic Act), the entire funding allot-
ment came through, meaning the 
project could be completed in only 

one phase, said Siron Sims, man-
aging director of  the River Valley 
Metro Mass Transit District.

The facility will feature covered 
areas for those waiting for buses 
at the downtown transfer station. 
The main benefit to the center will 
be buses will no longer be required 
to park on Chestnut Street to pick 
up riders, making for a much safer 
process.

$4M bus station  
set for downtown
Construction on East Chestnut Street project to start in 2021

Courtesy of River Valley Metro Mass Transit District
An artist’s rendering shows the design of the planned Kankakee Metro Centre on East Chestnut Street. The project is expected to cost $4 million, with 
$1.6 million coming from the state of Illinois and another $2.4 million from the federal government.
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Riders board a Metro bus where a new complex will be built — on East 
Chestnut Street between the 300 blocks of North Schuyler and North 
Dearborn avenues.

Ridership
River Valley Metro in the 
just-completed fiscal year 
2020 provided 607,803 rides. 
That total is 10.5 percent 
below the 679,706 rides pro-
vided in the 2019 fiscal year 
as the COVID-19 pandemic 
placed great limitations on the 
system.
The system’s top year was the 
2015 fiscal year when 993,018 
rides were provided.
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ST. ANNE — St. Anne 
schools will transition to 
fully remote learning begin-
ning Thursday following 
news that three of  the dis-
tricts’ employees tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, according 
to a letter from Superinten-
dent Charles Stegall.

The letter was posted to St. 
Anne Grade School and High 
School websites at about 
6 p.m. Tuesday. The district’s 
first day of  school was Mon-
day.

The districts notified fami-
lies Friday that a total of  two 
staff  members between the 
grade school and high school 
had tested positive.

Since then, the district 
were informed of  a third pos-
itive test from a staff  member 
at the grade school, according 
to the letter.

Schools 
go online 
after just 
two days 
Three district 
employees  
tested positive 
for COVID
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KANKAKEE — Aaron J. 
Thomas, 32, of  Kankakee, 
was charged Tuesday by the 
Kankakee County State’s 

Attorney Office with four 
counts of  first-degree mur-
der, possession of  a stolen 
motor vehicle and conceal-
ment of  a homicide.

Thomas is one of  two men 
Kankakee police arrested in 
connection with the deaths 
of  two men in Kankakee 
last week.

J u d g e  K a t h y  B r a d -
shaw-Elliott set a $5 million 
bond for Thomas. His next 
court date is Sept. 10.

If  convicted of  the two 
homicides, Thomas is fac-

ing a mandatory life sen-
tence. Thomas has been on 
parole with the state of  Illi-
nois since July 9.

He has served prison time 
on four residential burglary 

convictions in Kankakee 
and Cook counties. He was 
also convicted of  a weapons 
charge in Kankakee County.

Joseph Jaworowski, 35, 
of  Kankakee, was charged 
on Monday by the state’s 
attorney office with pos-
session of  a stolen vehicle 
and concealment of  a homi-
cide. Elliott set his bond at 
$500,000, and his next court 
date is Sept. 4.

The victims, Albert Zara-
goza, 66, and Elliott Shep-
pard, 41, both of  Kankakee, 

were found in an apartment 
building where they lived in 
the 400 block of  West Bour-
bonnais Street. Both men 
had been strangled.

Zaragoza’s body was dis-
covered in his room on Aug. 
11. During the investiga-
tion, police found Zarago-
za’s Ford F150 pickup truck 
was missing. It was recov-
ered Saturday by Illinois 
State Police on Interstate 88 
near Dixon.

$5M bond set for man facing 4 murder charges
Kankakee man 
also charged with 
concealment in 
double homicide

See BUS, page A3

See CHARGES, page A3
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BRADLEY — Bradley 
community development offi-
cials are looking to help sin-
gle-family homeowners com-
plete needed maintenance 
on their homes and the only 
thing required is filling out 
paperwork.

The village is seeking a 
$550,000 Illinois Department 
of  Commerce & Economic 
Opportunity grant that could 
help homeowners with need-
ed repairs or upgrades, up 
to a maximum of  $50,000 per 
dwelling.

Houses 
in need 
of rehab 
sought
Village to apply 
for $550,000 
grant to help 
homeowners with 
needed repairs

Want to apply?
Call Bruce Page at 815-
936-5100 ext. 1111 or 
email bepage@bradleyil.
org for more information.
Also, the village will 
host a public hearing 
regarding the program 
at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 14 at 
village hall.

See ONLINE, page A3

See HOUSES, page A3

JaworowskiThomas


