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BACKTRACK WARNING
11 counties are in danger of  

more COVID restrictions. A8

ON THE SCREEN
Local film critic calls ‘I Used to 

Go Here’ relatable for many. B2

HOPE FOR JC PENNEY?
Retailer has three offers  

from interested buyers. B8

Unsolicited packages of  seeds from 
foreign countries have been reported in 
several states and by at least one resident 
in Kankakee County.

The Illinois Department of  Agricul-
ture released a statement Tuesday cau-
tioning people who receive unsolicited 
seeds not to open the package, plant the 
seeds or throw them out.

People who receive these packages 
should keep them unopened with their 
original packaging and labels, including 
mailing labels, until further instruction 
is provided, the department said.

They should also email their first and 
last name, phone number and the num-
ber of  packages received to agr.seeds@
illinois.gov.

A similar warning was also issued in 
Wisconsin.

Bourbonnais resident John Benoit, a 
retiree who operates a small greenhouse 
at home, said he received a package of  
seeds in the mail that he did not order.

It was an ordinary brown shipping 

Unsolicited seeds make  
way to Kankakee County

Local resident joins 
many across nation in 
receiving the packages
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Unsolicited seed packages, like the one received by 
Bourbonnais resident John Benoit, have prompted the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture to release a statement of warning 
against opening or planting the packet and to refrain from 
throwing it away as it may start growing in a landfill.
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Kankakee County now has another 
$2 million to help with infrastructure 
projects as part of  the second round 
of  Rebuild Illinois grants announced 

Thursday by Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker and the Illi-
nois Department of  
Transportation.

This second round 
includes grants total-
ing $250 million that 
the state has awarded 

to address local transportation needs. 
In the first round of  grants, announced 
a week ago, Kankakee and Iroquois 
counties received a total of  nearly $165 
million for four large transportation 
projects.

In Thursday’s announcement, sev-
eral local entities received grants 
including the following: Kankakee 
County, $635,518.67; city of  Kankakee, 
$302,466.11; Bourbonnais, $302,466.11; 
Bradley, $174,590.51; and Manteno, 
$101,096.64.

Local areas 
receive more 
funding for 
infrastructure
State funnels additional 
revenue for bridges, storm  
sewers, sidewalks, more BY STEPHANIE 

MARKHAM
smarkham@ 
daily-journal.com

RELATED: A 
complete list 
of local entities 
receiving  
funding. A5

See FUNDS, page A5

First posted at:
daily-journal.com

See SEEDS, page A3

BY STEPHANIE MARKHAM
smarkham@daily-journal.com 
815-937-3330

H amim Lillard knows 
how hard it can be to 
stay on the right path 

when it seems like the world is 
against you.

Growing up in both Kankakee and 
Hopkins Park, Lillard was in three 
different foster homes from ages 6 
to 18 and admits he sometimes felt 
like he was only taken in so his foster 
families could receive government 
checks for his care.

He said that like many children 
who grow up in foster care, his desire 
for unconditional love from a care-

giver caused him to lash out.
Lillard entered the juvenile court 

system and spent several years in 
his 20s in prison on drug charges. He 
found it difficult to start over with 
felonies on his record.

“Basically, I was a product of  the 
environment,” he said. “I was greedy. 
I wanted money. I saw that the streets 
[were] an avenue, even though I felt 
like I always had the capability to 
take another route.”

But prison counselors, boot camp 

Creating new paths
Community outreach position focuses  
on youth crime prevention, intervention 
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Hamim Lillard, of Kankakee, will serve as Kankakee School District’s new Community Outreach Specialist, in partnership with the 
Kankakee County State’s Attorney Jim Rowe’s and Kankakee County Board Chairman Andy Wheeler’s offices. Lillard said his past is 
what motivated him to help guide area youth on a better path.

DWIGHT — A project to build a federal 
immigration center in Dwight that was 
presumably dead after a state law was 
passed in June 2019 seems to be moving 
forward, if  a letter received this week by 
village officials is any indication.

Village President Jared Anderson 
received a letter from U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
regarding an environmental assess-
ment of  the site for a previously pro-
posed 127,000-square-foot facility that 
would house 1,000 detainees awaiting 
deportation hearings. The site is an 
80-acre parcel near Interstate 55 and 
Illinois Route 17.

Village notified 
about site study 
for immigrant 
detention center
Officials say they 
believed the 2019 
project was ended  
by new state law
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