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Kankakee police investigate shooting A3

Blackhawks extend Highmore and Lankinen  C1

Rhubarb Festival 
canceled due to 
coronavirus  A3

T revor Torres laughs with his family as a passing 
car of  friends tosses candy toward his Bourbon-
nais home Thursday during a birthday parade for 

the now 12-year- old.

In place of  
a party during 
the coronavirus 
“stay at home” 
mandate, his 
parents, Juan 
a n d  J a i m e 
Torres, and sis-
ter, Victoria, 13, stood in their 
front yard (above) as three fire 
engines, nearly 20 police, fire and 
county vehicles, one armored 
rescue truck and more than 30 
decorated cars filled with family 
and friends formed a caravan to 
honk in celebration of  Trevor’s 
birthday (top right and bottom 
left), which he shares with his 
late twin brother, Tanner, who 
died in a car accident last August.

The caravan continued out 
to St. George Cemetery, where 
Tanner is laid to rest. Being able 
to still include Tanner in the 
day’s events even though he was 
not physically there was one of  
Trevor’s favorite parts, he said.

Seeing his friends in the 
parade procession after weeks 
of  quarantine also was a wel-
come sight.

Parade organizer and fami-
ly friend Alexandria Zilinger, 
of  Bourbonnais, said the idea 
came about after seeing other 
parents  holding bir thday 
parades for their children with 

canceled birth-
day activities 
thanks to Illi-
nois’ executive 
order.

“ Wi t h  n o t 
being able to 
celebrate with 

his friends and family due to 
social distancing, I thought this 
would be the best way to cele-
brate,” Zilinger said. “It’s been 
almost eight months without 
Tanner, and life has had some 
crazy obstacles. We just want-
ed to show [the Torres family] 
some love and support today.”

Finding a way to make the 
day a little special was the goal, 
Jaime said. She and her hus-
band, Juan, both agreed the 
showing of  support for their 
family, and for Trevor, was 
amazing.

Seeing all the police cars and 
firetrucks was particularly 
special since Tanner was “all 
about that,” Juan said. At 11, he 
already had plans to go into the 
military and both boys shared 
an enthusiasm for the police 
and fire trades.

“Today showed us how bless-
ed we are to live a communi-
ty like this,” Juan said. “Our 
friends and family are always 
there for us.”

A parade of support
Community helps twin celebrate 
birthday after devastating loss

BY TIFFANY 
BLANCHETTE
tblanchette@ 
daily-journal.com
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KANKAKEE — Kankakee Coun-
ty recorded its first coronavirus-re-
lated deaths Thursday, with two in 
one day.

A Kankakee woman in her 40s 
and a Bourbonnais man in his 80s 
died Thursday, according to the 
Kankakee County Health Depart-
ment. Both had underlying health 
conditions. Their names were not 
released.

“We offer our deepest condo-
lences to the family, friends and 

County 
records 
2 deaths
Total cases stands  
at 57 in county,  
7,695 in state

Coronavirus  
by county
Kankakee County: 59 con-
firmed cases, 2 deaths
Iroquois County: 4 confirmed 
cases
Will County: 395 confirmed 
cases, 8 deaths
Livingston County: 6 confirmed 
cases
Grundy County: 6 confirmed 
cases
Ford County: 1 confirmed cases
 Source: County health departments

THE LATEST 
ON THE 
CORONAVIRUS

Because of  the economic impact 
the COVID-19 pandemic is having on 
Manteno businesses, village board 
members have agreed to waive all 
liquor license permit fees and gaming/
amusement permit license fees for the 
fiscal year 2021, which begins May 
1, 2020.

The action will be formally adopt-
ed at Monday’s Manteno Village Board 
meeting.

Manteno is the first Kankakee Coun-
ty community to take this action.

This waiver will only apply to 
existing liquor licenses. Any newly 
issued licenses during the year will 
still be required to pay the standard 
fees, unless the board approves an 
additional waiver.

To receive the fee waiver, license 
holders still need to submit a com-
pleted application, manager appli-

cation, certificate of  insurance and 
lease agreement if  not the owner 
of  the property, as required by ordi-
nance.

New licenses take effect May 1.
The fee waiver will cost 

the village about $35,000.
“We hope that this waiver 

of  fees will help your busi-
ness rebound from these 
difficult times and in some 
way provide some relief  
to ensure your business 
continues to thrive here in 
Manteno,” Mayor Tim Nugent 
stated in the announce-
ment.

Nugent said the waiver 
applies to bars, restaurants, 
breweries, grocery stores, 
gas stations and liquor stores. 
Annual license fees range from $500 
to $1,500, depending on the type of  
license needed.

The village has an annual operat-
ing budget of  about $5.5 million.

Nugent said the next budget will 
be a dramatically different looking 
document than the year which 
is about to conclude. He said the 

village will be tapping into cash 
reserves.

“We know the time has come to go 
into our rainy day fund. The fund is 
set aside for emergencies, and I have 

never seen a bigger emer-
gency,” the mayor said.

Regarding the fee waiver, 
Nugent said there are only 
so many expenses the vil-
lage has this type of  control 
over.

“We obviously want to 
help our small businesses 
any way we can and get 
them going again,” he said.

Nugent also noted the 
budget is fueled in large 
part — some  
$1.25 million — by sales tax 

revenues. He noted car dealership 
sales are suffering as a result of  the 
coronavirus so that is of  pending 
concern as well for the new budget 
year.

• • •
Within the next two to three 

weeks, the federal government’s $2.2 
trillion Economic Impact Payments will 
begin hitting checking accounts of  

citizens throughout the country.
Young, middle age and, yes, 

senior citizens.
In listening to discussions and 

reading some social media posts, 
there appears to be some confusion 
as to who might be receiving the 
$1,200 payment. Some senior citi-
zens believe they may not be part of  
the plan. That would not be correct.

Senior citizens — just like nearly 
every other adult citizen — will 
receive the payment as long as 
their income does not rise above 
the $75,000 threshold for the full 
payment.

“This includes senior citizens, 
Social Security recipients and railroad 
retirees who are not otherwise 
required to file a tax return,” it was 
stated on ”Economic impact payments: 
What you need to know” guide pub-
lished March 30 by the IRS.

The Daily Journal’s Lee Provost writes 
about local business rumors, coming 
and goings and other notes of interest. 
Anyone with information to share should 
contact Provost at lprovost@daily-journal.
com or 815-937-3364.

Village of Manteno to waive liquor license fees
Senior citizens 
part of federal 
government’s $2.2 
trillion payment plan

LEE 
PROVOST
HEARD ON 
THE STREET

BY REBECCA ANZEL
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker on Thursday announced a pub-
lic service initiative to mobilize the 
state’s “strongest weapon” against 
the spread of  novel coronavirus — 
Illinoisans.

Pritzker said his administration 
has “nearly exhausted every avenue 
available” to mitigate COVID-19’s 
expansion. It instituted a stay-at-
home order, banned dining in at 
restaurants and bars, limited public 
gatherings and shuttered schools.

Now, the governor is asking Illi-
noisans to not only stay at home, but 
to celebrate it.

“All In Illinois” is a program 
encouraging residents to continue 
observing social distancing guide-
lines. Citizens can go to AllIn.Illi-
nois.gov to pledge they will uphold 
best practices, post social media vid-
eos and add digital frames to online 
profiles in support of  the effort.

Pritzker said he is “very, very 
proud” of  those working and learn-
ing from home and essential person-
nel helping residents.

“I see you as tough as you are 
kind, as courageous as you are 
creative,” he said. “... All In is our 
anthem and our point of  pride — 
Illinoisans staying home for the 
good of  each other and for our 
state.”

The initiative encourages citi-
zens to consider their neighbors, 
relatives, immuno-compromised 
community members and essential 
workers by avoiding proximity.

Pritzker promoted the initiative 
during his daily news conference 
Thursday in Chicago, during which 

Gov. Pritzker 
asks residents 
to be ‘All In’ 

See ALL IN, page A3

See COVID-19, page A3


