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KANKAKEE — After the first two 
months of  the 2021-22 school year 
were swamped with scheduling 
problems, Kankakee High School 
will be back to a more tradition-
al-looking schedule starting Mon-
day.

KHS hosted conferences Wednes-
day for parents to get information 
and talk with guidance counselors 
and administrators about the sched-
ule. The conferences continue today 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., with a parent 
meeting in the auditorium set for 
6 p.m.

In addition, students will be able 
to meet one-on-one with their coun-
selors next week.

Superintendent Genevra Walters 
reviewed plans for implementing 
the emergency schedule for the rest 
of  the 2021-22 school year during 
Tuesday’s Kankakee School Board 
meeting.

Walters led a team in creating the 
schedule after a new scheduling sys-
tem implemented this year did not 
go according to plan.

Students, parents and commu-
nity members have expressed frus-
tration and confusion over gaps 

New KHS 
schedule  
to start 
next week
Emergency plan will 
take a much more 
traditional approach
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MOMENCE — Kankakee County 
Animal Control recently recovered 
25 cats and two dogs from a house in 
Momence.

Momence Police were called 
Oct. 4 to a house at 25 N. Hill St. in 
Momence on a report of  abandoned 
animals. Police Chief  Brian Bruca-
to said the pets belonged to renters 
who were no longer living in the 
house.

“We called animal control,” Bru-
cato said.

Kari Laird, administrative direc-
tor of  Kankakee County Animal 
Control, said her department was 
able to take the animals from the 
residence within a couple days.

25 cats, 2 
dogs rescued 
from house 
in Momence
Animals had been  
left behind by  
renters upon moving
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J
ust days prior to her 105th 
birthday, Josephine Bogdanich 
sits outside her residence at 

Manteno Veterans’ Home wearing 
her Honor Flight jacket and proudly 
holding a certificate.

Last week, Bogdanich took her second 
trip with Honor Flight Chicago — an orga-
nization that recognizes World War II, Kore-
an and Vietnam War veterans with an all-
expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., for 

a day of  honor, thanks and inspiration. Her 
second trip was a historical one, as it was 
the very first all-women Honor Flight.

Called “Operation HerStory,” the day 
honored 93 women who have served their 
country. Bogdanich was one of  two women 
on the flight who served during World War 
II. While on the trip, she was presented with 
a Living Legend Proclamation from Mili-
tary Women’s Memorial for her service in 
the Army Corps.

“It’s something I didn’t expect, and I real-
ly appreciated it,” she said of  the certificate, 
sharing that this second flight had different 
veteran-related stops than the first one.

Bogdanich, who will be celebrating her 
birthday on Friday, was born in 1916 and has 
lived in the Chicagoland area her entire life 
— except for her tour of  duty that spanned 
from August 1944 to July 1946.

A TIME OF SERVICE
Bogdanich was one of  five children, and 

when her two older brothers enlisted in the 
Army, it inspired her and her sister, Mary, to 
serve. The youngest sister, Joan, was only 8 
at the time and could not join her siblings.

Initially, Mary intended to join the Navy.
“I said, ‘I’m going in the Army,’ so she 

decided to go with me,” Bogdanich said.

Veteran receives Living 
Legend Proclamation

Josephine  Bogdanich takes first all-women  
Honor Flight, turns 105 Friday 

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Josephine Bogdanich, a 104-year-old World War II veteran, sits outside the Manteno Veterans’ Home wearing an Honor Flight jacket. Last week, 
Bogdanich took part in Operation HerStory, the first all-female Honor Flight. On Friday, she celebrates her 105th birthday. INSET: Bogdanich with her 
siblings who served, plus a photo of her youngest sibling Joan, snuck into the frame.

Birthday wishes
If you’d like to send birthday wishes 
to Josephine, mail cards to Josephine 
Bogdanich, 1 Veterans Drive, Manteno, 
IL 60950.
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HOPKINS PARK — Antonio Giv-
ens has a dream for a 5-acre plot of  
land he owns in Pembroke Town-
ship.

On that land, which is located 
on East 13000South Road about 

a quarter-mile south of  Hop-
kins Park’s village limits, he 
sees a housing development that 
includes retail, commercial and 
entertainment.

The $9.2 million project pro-
posed by his company, Ernest Giv-
ens Development, would have 31 
townhomes, each with three bed-
rooms, two bathrooms and a two-
car garage.

Of  the 31 townhomes, 20 percent 
(six units) would be dedicated to 
low-income subsidized housing.

The development — which he 
said would be solar-powered — 
would also include a community 
center, a small bank, restaurant 
and retail store. Givens, 39, says 
he has secured a loan and federal 
grants to finance the project.

THE MEETING
Mihesha Gibbs organized an Oct. 

7 meeting as a means to bring vil-
lage residents together to discuss 
the proposal as well as the future of  
the village.

During that meeting, the soft-spo-
ken Givens answered questions 
and listened to their hopes and 
concerns. It was the third meeting 
held in regard to the proposed real 
estate development.

The second meeting didn’t go 
well.

“We were disrespectful and 
didn’t listen to what he had to say,” 
Gibbs said. “I want to hear what he 
has to say. We have to think about 
this for younger generations. Some 
things need to change. I have chil-

dren. I want them to have a chance.
“Remember, this is only a pro-

posal,” Gibbs emphasized to the 
35 people who attended the Oct. 7 
meeting at the National Associa-
tion for Black Veterans building.

Gibbs said she moved back to 
Hopkins Park from Minnesota a 
few months ago because she felt 
strongly about the future for the 
village and township.

See RESCUED, page A3

See SCHEDULE, page A3

See BOGDANICH, page A3

Proposed housing development has residents talking
20% of 31-unit 
project would 
be dedicated to 
subsidized housing
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 “I want to be part 
of the change.”  

 MIHESHA GIBBS, 
HOPKINS PARK RESIDENT  


