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Oregon

Senator
Merkley
elected
to fourth
term

Oregon Senator Jeff Merk-
ley released the following
statement after he was elected
to a fourth term in the U.S.
Senate:

“Tonight, we stand together
to stop Trump’s authoritarian
assault on our nation.

“His goal has been to pur-
sue government by and for
the rich and powerful, while
caring little about the suffering
of ordinary families. It’s a “bil-
lionaires win, families lose’
strategy. That is not what our
nation needs. Tonight, Demo-
crats stand for a government
and nation in which families
thrive, and the rich and power-
ful pay their fair share.

“I cannot say enough about
the support of my family as
we weighed running for a
fourth term in the Senate.
Mary and I wrestled with that
question, and decided that
at this moment, with Trump
launching the greatest attack
on our constitutional republic
since the Civil War, we had
to be in the fight. She and our
children have stood with me
time and time again, despite
the trials and tribulations of
serving in the public spotlight.

“I thank Oregonians across
our state for being with me as
I fight for a better future.

“For years, I’ve worked to
lift up the voices of ordinary
Americans and take on the
powerful interests that rig
our system, and I thank the
Oregon voters for sending
me back to the U.S. Senate to
fight on behalf of all Orego-
nians.

“The future of our country
in this century depends on
investing in our families and
infrastructure. We must invest
in the four foundations for a
family to thrive: health care,
affordable housing, quality ed-
ucation, and good-paying jobs.
Investments in families will
reap rewards many times over
for the generations to come.
And economic success and
security will not come from
having the most troops, the
most tanks, or the most ships.
It will come from investments
in research, tech, and a trans-
portation system that supports
efficient manufacturing. If we
don’t make things in America,
we won’t have a middle class
in America.

“This is a dark and danger-
ous time for our democracy,
but as I observe results across
the nation tonight, I am opti-
mistic about the future. I’'m
optimistic because Americans
weighed in tonight against
Trump’s strongman state.
Against his grift and corrup-
tion; against his vote rigging
and manipulation; against his
disregard of our constitutional
separation of powers; against
his war and his secret police;
and most of all, against his
strategy of enriching the rich-
est among us while pressing
families against the wall.

“Throughout this campaign,
I’ve called on Oregonians
and Americans to ‘Save our
Republic.” Tonight, they deliv-
ered.”
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On October 21 and 22nd
members of the Brookings-Har-
bor Garden Club (BHGC)
partnered with Julia Bott of the
Curry County Master Gardeners
at the Kalmiopsis Elementary
School Little Bear Patch Gar-
den, in Brookings, OR to offer
(110) 4th grade students with a
fun and educational project of
making seed balls.

Students were asked ques-
tions and there was an open
discussion about the benefit
of seed balls and how the clay
would protect the seeds from
birds and then break down
during rainy season to germi-
nate into plants. A combination
of clay, compost and native
wildflower seeds were then
rolled into balls.

Each student took home two
seed balls each. The remainder
of seed balls made will be used
at BHGC's Chari-tree booth on
December 5th at the Grange
in Brookings. The funds from
the sale of the seed balls will
go towards the $1,000 schol-
arship grant that the BHGC

Students get hands-on
seed ball experience

Child's hands participating at the Little Bear Patch project.

offers annually to high school
seniors who will be furthering
their education in the fields of
Horicultural Science, Land-
scape Design, Forest Manage-
ment and Land Stewardship,
Environmental Science and/or
Restoration, Conservation Biol-
ogy, Agri-tech or other environ-
mental related fields.

Both the Master Gardensers
and the school were thrilled this
project involved the concept
that the little kids were helping

Courtesy photo

a bigger kid by contributing
their efforts to the scholarship
opportunity. While thanking the
4th graders for their efforts, a
“seed” of thought was planted
about possible career paths they
could take and that this scholar-
ship would be available to them
in the future...they then ran off
to hunt for snails!

This project was generously
funded by the Brookings Harbor
Education Foundation, Inc.

Kotek takes commanding lead over
Drazan 1n early election returns

By NiGeL Jaauiss
GRACE BENNINGHOFF

The mood Tuesday night at
the Hilton Portland Downtown,
where Democrats gathered for
their election night party, was
giddy as two massive televisions
in the basement ballroom flashed
result after result confirming a
national blue wave.

“People are jubilant,” said
Chris Pair, a Democratic politi-
cal strategist.

Oregon Democrats gathered
at the Portland hotel, hoping that
Gov. Tina Kotek could hitch a
ride on that wave, rather than
getting dragged under by the
litany of woes the city and the
state have failed to overcome
during her first term.

By 8:45 pm, elections offi-
cials said 1.3 million votes, or
nearly 42% of the electorate, had
been counted and Kotek held a
comfortable 7.1% lead over her
Republican challenger, state Sen.
Christine Drazan (R-Canby).

That early count showed
Kotek up by 4 to 1 over Drazan
in Multnomah County. Kotek
also built an early lead in Dra-
zan’s home county of Clack-
amas, which the Republican
nominee won in 2022.

“I’m surprised, given that the
polling was so close,” said state
Sen. Khanh Pham (D-Portland).

The initial release of state-
wide results was immediately
followed by perhaps the biggest
national news of the night:
“Democrats, we have flipped
Texas blue,” Democratic Party
of Oregon chair Nathan Soltz
told the crowd.

In Hillsboro, Drazan gathered
a crowd of about 300 supporters,
united in the hope that the Canby
lawmaker could overcome the
tightly disciplined Democratic
machine that has won every Ore-
gon governor’s race since 1982.

Abba’s “Dancing Queen”
blared through the cavernous
hangar storage space at the Hill-
sboro Airport, where Drazan’s

(Top) Gov. Tina Kotek handily won reelec-

tion Tuesday night. (Thomas Patterson)
(Bottom)State Sen. Christine Drazan
fell short in her second run for governor.
(Grace Benninghoff)

supporters gathered for her elec-
tion night party. A giant Ameri-
can flag hung behind the stage,
and Drazan posed for photos and
embraced supporters and fellow
lawmakers.

Dan Mason, a Republican
National Committee official
for Oregon, was optimistic at
first that Drazan could take the
governor’s mansion.

“Drazan has run a very stable
campaign that appeals to inde-
pendents and soft Democrats
that we have been unable to
attract in years past,” he said. A
few minutes later, the first round
of results were released.

“Looks like Oregon has fol-
lowed the national tide in larger
numbers than expected,” Mason
said.

As election coverage con-
tinued on the projector screen,
supporters alternately booed
and cheered as news across the
nation unfolded. The Republican
crowd seemed undeterred when
early results showed Drazan
trailing Kotek by 123,000
votes. The crowd cheered when
coverage turned to Montana and
announced that Republican Troy
Downing was expected to win a

U.S. House seat there.

But by 8:45, Drazan support-
ers began trickling out of the
party, subdued. Drazan was no
longer mingling with the crowd.

At 9:15, the Rolling Stones’
“Satisfaction” was playing, and
the crowd had dwindled signifi-
cantly. Election coverage was
gone from the projector. Instead,
a slide show of Drazan cam-
paign images flashed across the

screen.
Although many election

analysts had predicted a national

Democratic wave Tuesday night,

See More RETURNS
on page 3

Brookings, Oregon

Curry
County

midterm
election
turnout hits
62 percent

STAFF

Curry County saw 11,862
voters cast ballots as of Tuesday
evening on election night with
62.65 percent of the active regis-
tered voters hitting the polls.

Only one contested race was
on the ballot this term, Curry
county commissioner position
1 has Lynn Coker as the unof-
ficial winner with 5,781 votes,
with challenger Jeremy Dumire
garnering 4,127 votes.

Retaining their positions
and running unopposed were:
Brookings Mayor Jim Jollity,
Brookings Council pos. 3 John
Herzog, and Council pos. 4 Tony
bond.

City of Gold Beach Council
pos. 1, Cory Southern, pos. 3,
Christine Stephenson will serve
on the council running unop-
posed, pos. 5 had no candidate
file for the election.

Margot Truini and Sara Lov-
endahl won spots on the City of
Port Orford Council, running un-
opposed, one spot on the council
remains open.

Soil and Water district has an
open spot and Jonathan Giska
was elected without a challenger
to Director at Large.

The Harbor Water Peoples
Utility District Director Tom
Beene ran unopposed in subdi-
vision 2, subdivision 1 remains
open with no-one running in that
race.

State Results

Tina Kotek will serve another
four-year term. Kotek received,
as of Tuesday evening, 795,725
votes to challenger Kristine Dra-
zan who received 699,400 votes.
57 percent of the votes cast for
Governor in Curry County were
for Drazan.

Federal Results

Jeff Merkley will serve
another term in Washington as
Oregon’s US Senator. Merkley
won 56.57 percent of the vote or
864,411 giving the incumbent
the knod. Merkley’s Republican
challenger, David Brock Smith
received 619,239 votes or 40.53
percent of the ballots cast.

Susanne Bonamici will
remain as the Ist District US
Representative for Oregon beat-
ing out Barbara J Kohl 154,258
votes to Kahl’s 67,166 votes.

Oregon will send a Republi-
can to the US House of Repre-
sentatives in the 2nd District,
Cliff Bentz beat out Chris Beck
185,635 votes to Beck’s 115,706
votes.

Mazine Deter will represent
the 3ed district as Oregon’s Rep-
resentative beating out Loran
Ayles.

US Representative Val Hoyle
edged out Monique Despain,
148,193 votes to Despain’s
117,593 for Oregon’s 4th
District. In the 5th District race,
Janelle Bynum beat out Repub-
lican challenger Patti Adair,
166,185 to 134,477.

In Oregon’s US Representa-
tive 6th District Andrea Salinas,
the Democrat nominee, edged
out David Russ with 113,919 an
nearly 58 percent of the vote.

All election results are
unofficial until certified. For
more election information, visit:
https://results.oregonvotes.gov/
Default.aspx
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Higher education and
career path skills

Beginning with students
receiving diplomas on
or after Jan. 1, 2027, Oregon
students earning an Oregon
Diploma must complete a
half-credit in Higher Education
and Career Path Skills.

Created under Senate Bill 3,
the new requirement is part of
the existing 24 credits required
for graduation and does not
increase the total number of
credits students must earn.

Despite its name, Higher
Education and Career Path
Skills, commonly referred to
as HECPS, is not limited to
preparing students for college.
The course helps students
develop practical skills for
education, training and em-
ployment.

Students learn how to
prepare resumes, complete job
applications and participate in
interviews. They also explore
colleges, financial aid, schol-
arships, apprenticeships and
other training opportunities
while developing employabili-
ty, self-advocacy and work-
place skills.

“The course supports
students as they research the
education their intended career
will require, while also devel-
oping skills that are necessary
in any field,” Waldport High
School Language Teacher Al-
exandra Browne said. “It more
clearly demonstrates how the
skills they learn in class will
apply to the workforce.”

Before the pandemic, many
students completed what was
commonly known as a senior
project. Formally called the
Extended Application, the
project required students to
research a career and gain
firsthand knowledge through
activities such as job shadows
or interviews with profession-
als in the field.

Elements of that project
are now integrated into the
HECPS curriculum. Instead
of simply providing students
with project requirements, the

ARE YOU SURPRISED BY THE
NOV. 3 ELECTION RESULTS?

course supports them through-
out the process and helps them
connect what they are learning
to their plans after graduation.

The stand-alone, semes-
ter-long course is designed pri-
marily for juniors and seniors
and includes four units focused
on self-advocacy, career
exploration and preparation,
postsecondary readiness and
workforce readiness.

Students learn how to
apply for college, trade school
or other training; identify
career qualifications; prepare
for interviews; demonstrate
professionalism; and advocate
for themselves in school and
the workplace. The course
also covers employee rights
and how to seek assistance or
accommodations.

Although Lincoln County
School District schools have
long offered college and career
preparation programs, HECPS
is distinctive because its cur-
riculum is specific to Oregon.
Students learn about Oregon
employment laws, educa-
tional requirements, training
programs and apprenticeship
opportunities while exploring
resources and career pathways
available within the state

“Students often have a good
idea of what they would like
to do after graduation, but this
course gives them practical,
Oregon-specific information
that can help them take the
next step,” Browne said. “It
helps students see their goals
as something achievable and
understand how they can move
from graduation into educa-
tion, training, employment and
future career advancement.”

Whether students plan to
attend a four-year university,
community college or trade
school, enter an apprenticeship,
join the workforce or pursue
another path, the course is in-
tended to help them understand
their options and navigate what
comes next.

Weekly Poll

15.4% - YES

84.6% - NO
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Holy Cow! History

She saw a coward; he was a war hero

By J. MARk PowELL
InsideSources.com

They say you can’t
judge a book by its cover.
More than 110 years
ago, that proved truer
than anyone could have
believed.

By 1915, World War
I was in its second
year. The Great War’s
ghastliness was marked
by trench warfare and
disease, plus near-sui-
cide-level attacks into
machine-gun emplace-
ments protected by
barbed-wire entangle-
ments. Not to mention
the poison gas attacks. It
was a battlefield night-
mare far beyond anything
mankind had ever expe-
rienced.

Consequently, the
number of men stepping
forward to serve in the
British army was declin-
ing sharply. The burst
of patriotism that had
initially filled British
ranks was rapidly fading.
September’s recruiting

numbers were less than

half of January’s; by
December, they were
even lower. Britain was
forced to pass legislation
implementing a draft in
January 1916.

Throughout 1915,
patriotic women around
the United Kingdom
did their part to help the
enlistment drive. By then,
it was obvious that a cer-
tain segment of physical-
ly fit, military-age males
was perfectly content to
ride out the war safely at
home.

So they attacked the
shirkers where it hurt
most: their manhood and
masculine pride.

A campaign launched
the previous year sent
women into public plac-
es. Whenever they saw
a strapping male in his
prime, out of uniform,
they presented him with a
single white feather.

It was a badge of
shame. The association
with cowardice came
from cockfighting, where
a white tail feather sup-
posedly indicated inferior
breeding. They were
publicly calling him a
coward to his face, where
others could easily see.

So it was on Oct. 12.
As a young Scotsman
in a civilian suit walked
down a street in the town
of Carnoustie, a woman
stepped up and placed a

shameful white feather in
his hand.

However, she had
made a terrible mistake
that Tuesday morning.
The man she meant to
mortify with embarrass-
ment wasn’t a coward.

In fact, he was the exact
opposite.

Six months earlier, that
same man had spent an
agonizing day on floating
barges raked by Turk-
ish machine-gun fire.
(The Ottoman Empire
was fighting alongside
Imperial Germany and
Austria-Hungary.) The
2,000-man force needed
a makeshift bridge to
land aboard the SS River
Clyde, a coal carrier
pressed into service as a
troop transport. The boat
had been run aground
intentionally to provide
cover for the soldiers
who would plunge out
the large doors that had
been cut into her hull to
attack a fortified castle
above them. To reach it,
the men first had to cross
an impromptu bridge
made up of lighters,
flat-bottomed cargo barg-
es fastened together.

That day, the lighters
weren’t cooperating.
They refused to stay
connected.

George Samson, a
26-year-old seaman in
the Royal Naval Reserve,
knew what had to be
done. He and a handful
of fellow sailors went
directly into the merci-
less gunfire, securing the
connections and rescuing
the injured. Not just for
a few minutes, but for
several long, agonizing
hours, until Samson him-
self was shot and injured.

While that initial
attack at Gallipoli would
become one of World
War I’s costliest disasters,
Samson’s efforts helped

establish an important
beachhead.

Samson returned to his
home in Scotland. As he
recovered, word came
that he was receiving an
award for his heroism —
not just any award, either,
but the Victoria Cross,
Britain’s highest mili-
tary award for valor, the
equivalent of America’s
Medal of Honor.

The citation noted that
Samson “worked on a
lighter all day under fire,”
attending the wound-
ed and securing lines
before being dangerously
wounded himself. The
honor was personally be-
stowed by King George
V during a ceremony at
Buckingham Palace on
Oct. 5.

Then, one week later,
he was shamed for his
apparent “cowardice” in
his own home. And get
this — just a few hours
later that same day, the
village of Carnoustie held
a public reception hon-
oring its hometown hero.
(It’s unknown whether
the white feather bestow-
er attended.)

Samson died of pneu-
monia seven years later
at age 34.

So we are reminded
again: Appearances can
be deceiving. Don’t jump
to conclusions. And nev-
er, ever, judge a book by
its cover.

ABOUT THE WRITER

J. Mark Powell is a
former television jour-
nalist. His nonfiction
book “Witness to War:
The Story of the Civil
War Told by Those Living
Through It” is available
at jmarkpowell.com. He
wrote this for Inside-
Sources.com.
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DAVINCI LANDSGAPING AND MAINTENANCE

SENIOR AND VETERAN DISCOUNTS!!!
- BEST RATES IN TOWN -
Protect your property!
Full Service Landscaping & Maintenance
Any type of Hauling « Excavation
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Call 541-469-6119

Gutter Cleaning Specialist « General Debris Clean Up
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We take pride in making our community look beautiful.

1-888-729-8980

Toll FREE 24hrs a day, 7 days a week
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#1060054, 257302

DavinciConstruction88@gmail.com
Bonded & Insured in CA & OR

High Impact Low Cost

Advertise in this space and receive
a group and consistency rate! Call
Katherine at 503-842-7535
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DR. GIGI REED

Guest Column

Most people talk
about a “heart at-
tack” (or MI for myocar-
dial infarction) as though
it means one thing. We
in healthcare, however,
distinguish between two
major types: STEMI and
NSTEMI. The names
sound technical, but the
distinction helps guide
lifesaving treatment.
Both involve an inter-
ruption in the oxygen
supply to heart muscle.
Both are medical emer-
gencies. What differs is
the pattern of injury and
how one can restore or
improve blood flow.

A STEMI usually
occurs when a choles-
terol-rich deposit, called
plaque, ruptures inside a
coronary artery. A blood

clot forms at the site and

completely blocks the
artery, cutting off blood
to part of the heart. On
an electrocardiogram, or
EKG, one can typically
see a distinctive change
called ST-segment ecle-
vation—the finding that
gives this heart attack its
name: ST elevation MI).
Treatment aims to
reopen the artery imme-
diately. Most often, that
means emergency angio-
plasty: a doctor threads a

Off the charts:
Heart Attacks, Two Ways: Understanding STEMI and NSTE

catheter into the blocked
artery, opens it with a
balloon, and places a
stent to help keep it open.
When that procedure can-
not be provided quickly
enough, clot-dissolving
medication may be used.
The goal is straightfor-
ward: restore circulation
before more heart muscle
dies.

An NSTEMI is also
a heart attack, but the
EKG does not show that
classic ST-segment eleva-
tion (NonSTEMI). Blood
tests reveal heart muscle
injury through increased
levels of troponin, a pro-
tein released by damaged
heart cells. The problem
often involves a partially
blocked artery, although
a severe imbalance be-
tween the heart’s oxygen
supply and its needs can
also cause this type of

injury.

The absence of ST
elevation does not make
an NSTEMI harmless. It
can cause heart failure,
dangerous heart rhythms,
and death. Treatment
depends on the patient’s
condition and overall
risk. We may prescribe
aspirin and other medi-
cations to limit clotting,
along with cholester-
ol-lowering statins. Many
patients also need early
angiography to examine
the coronary arteries
and determine whether a
procedure is necessary.
Clot-dissolving drugs are
not the standard treat-
ment for NSTEMI.

Behind both con-
ditions, the usual un-
derlying problem is
atherosclerosis: plaque
accumulating inside
arteries over many years

before suddenly becom-
ing unstable. Smoking,
diabetes, high blood
pressure, elevated LDL
cholesterol, kidney
disease, and advancing
age all increase risk. A
heart attack may seem to
come out of nowhere, but
it often reflects a disease
process that has been
developing quietly for
decades.

NSTEMI is now more
common than STEMI
in many settings, partly
because testing detects
smaller injuries and part-
ly because populations
are older and have more
accompanying illness-
es. Better treatment has
improved outcomes, but
neither diagnosis should
invite complacency.

The most important
knowledge is not their
distinctions, but recog-
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nizing symptoms such as
chest pressure, shortness
of breath, sweating,
nausea, jaw pain, or/and
discomfort spreading
into an arm that might
deserve urgent attention.
Whether it is STEMI
or NSTEMLI, early
recognition and prompt
treatment offer the best
chance of protecting the
heart—and saving a life.

Leaving Germany
after college, Dr. Gudrun
(Gigi) Reed spent over 20
years as a scientist in the
U.S. She holds four pat-
ents in DNA research and
was a university profes-
sor. Today she is busy as
co-medical director for
hospice, acute rehabilita-
tion and practices family
medicine in Brookings,
OR. Gigireedmd@gmail.
com

What to

JULIA SHUMWAY
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Nationally, the elector-
al blue wave Democrats
hoped for turned out to
be more of a tsunami,
washing away longtime
Republican strongholds.

In Oregon, where
Democrats have been in
the majority for decades,
Democratic gains were
more modest. The state
will send U.S. Sen. Jeff
Merkley and its six incum-
bent members of Congress
— five Democrats and
one Republican — back
to Washington, D.C., and
give Democratic Gov. Tina

know about Oregon’s 2026 election results

Kotek another four years
in Mahonia Hall.

And Democrats are
on track to start the 2027
legislative session with
slightly larger supermajor-
ities in both the House and
Senate.

Election officials will
continue processing and
counting ballots received
by 8 p.m. or that were
postmarked by Election
Day, and some current
leads, especially in close
races, may change. The
Capital Chronicle relies
on The Associated Press’
race calls to name winners
or losers in individual
contests.

Here’s what we know
so far.

Congress

Democrats have flipped
both the U.S. House and
Senate, securing 228 of
435 House seats and 54 of
100 Senate seats as of 1
a.m. Wednesday.

The Associated Press
has yet to call 68 House
seats, as well as Senate
races in Alaska and Mis-
sissippi.

Republican incumbent
Sen. Dan Sullivan nar-
rowly leads Democratic
U.S. Rep. Mary Peltola
in Alaska, which uses
ranked-choice voting. If no
candidates in the four-way

race receive more than
50% of first-preference
votes, the candidate with
the lowest number of votes
will be eliminated and their
voters will move to their
second-choice candidate.

In Mississippi, Demo-
crat Scott Colom led Re-
publican incumbent Cindy
Hyde-Smith by fewer than
50 votes in a true tossup.

Gov. Tina Kotek will
get another four years to
continue working on pri-
orities including housing,
behavioral health and
standing up to the Trump
administration.

The Associated Press
called Kotek’s win over

Republican state Sen.
Christine Drazan short-

ly before 1 a.m., a few
hours after Kotek declared
victory.

“Because of your work
and support, I am proud
to stand here as your next
governor of the beautiful
state of Oregon,” Kotek
told hundreds of support-
ers at the Hilton Portland
Downtown. “I hope it’s
OK, but we have four more
years together.”

Drazan, who also lost to
Kotek in 2022, declined to
concede Tuesday night.

“Now, all the votes
haven’t been counted, and
I am continuing to pray for

the victory for us,” Drazan
told supporters at her Hill-
sboro watch party. “But

as they are hard at work
counting every last eligible
vote, I wanted to come

out and tell you guys that
this state continues to be
worth fighting for. There
is nothing I wouldn’t do

to serve the people of this
state and make life better
for all of you and all of
your neighbors, and every
single person that lives
here, because we desper-
ately need it.”

See More Results

On Page 4

RETURNS

From page 1

governor’s race suggested

Kotek might be in trouble.

One survey placed her ap-
proval ratings at about the
same as President Donald

Trump’s.

The Cook Political
Report, a respected na-
tional publication, put it
this way in a final update

polling of the Oregon
Curry &

PUBLIC NOTICE: COOS-CURRY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. Ta &
BOARD OF DIRECTORS VACANCY g“ = 2

N | | | AH
A vacant seat on your Electric Co-op's board \*o 'ﬂ't\ Y/ 7
; N ——
is open for Gold Beach. Deraive:

The Role of a Director

Who May Apply
Applicants must:

Be a U.5. citizen

year

Service address

business hours.

Appointment Process

How to Express Interest

Board of Directors Seeks Letters of Interest

Diarectors are responsible for:

+ Establishing policies and providing strategic oversight

+ Maonitoring the Cooperative’s financial performance and long-term direction

+ Representing the interests of the enlire membership when making decisions

+ Participating in regular board meelings, committes work, and continuing education
The electric industry is evolving rapidly. Decisions made by the Board of Directors directly
influence the Cooperative’s future, including system reliability, infrastructure investments,

financial stability, and the rales paid by members, Serving on the board is an opportunity to help
guide the future of your Cooperative,

Be a qualified Oregon elector
Be a CCEC member in good standing

Hawve received electric service at their principal residence within District 3for at least one

Interested members should submit a letter of interest including:
Full name and contact information
Length of Cooperative membership

Relevant professional, leadership, board, volunteer, and community experience
A brief statement describing why they are interested in serving on the Board of Directors

How to submit letter of interest

The Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative Board of Direclors is seeking qualified membsers to fill an
upcoming director vacancy répresenting District 3 (Gold Beach).

Because this vacancy occurs between annual meetings, the Board will appoint a qualified
member to serve from January through June 2027, In the upcoming CCEC election, members
will elect a District 3 director to a three-year term. The appointed director may run as the
incumbent in the 2027 election,

Members are at the center of every decision made by Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative,
Directors play a vital role in providing stralegic leadership and ensuring the Cooperative remains
financially sound while delivering safe, reliable and affordable electric service.

+  Nol have interests thal conflict with or are adverse (o those of the Cooperative

Additional eligibilly requinerments ane contained in the Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative Bylaws,
which ane available on the CCEC website.

e By email: Submit your letter of interest to marie.coleman@cooscurryelectric.com with
the subject line Board Vacancy Interest — [Applicant Name]. PDF format is preferred.

e By mail: Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc., Attn: Marie Coleman, P.O. Box 1268,
Port Orford, OR 97465

e In person: Letters may be delivered to the Brookings CCEC office during normal

Letters of interest must be received no later than November 25, 2026.

Following review of submissions, qualified applicants may be invited to meet with the Board of
Directors. The Board will then appoint a qualified member to fill the vacancy in accordance with

before Tuesday’s election:
“Oregon’s gubernatorial
race is one of the rare races
moving in Republicans’ di-
rection despite the national
climate.”

Drazan had hoped to
follow in the footsteps of
the last member of her
party to hold that office.
Republican Vic Atiyeh lost
to Democrat Bob Straub
in the post-Watergate mid-
terms of 1974, only to drub
the incumbent Straub in a
1978 rematch by 10 points.
Atiyeh then won reelection
in 1982.

Drazan focused her
campaign on Kotek’s re-
cord—and the state’s lack
of progress on housing,
mental health and educa-
tion, the three areas Kotek
promised to improve after
she won in 2022.

Kotek spent much of the
$22 million her campaign
raised on ads that tied Dra-
zan to the president.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley
(D-Ore.), who was reelect-
ed handily Tuesday night,
summed up the evening for
the Democratic faithful at
the Hilton.

“We are saying ‘hell
no!’ to Trump tonight,”
Merkley said.

At 9:25, Kotek took
the stage, beaming. “I am
proud to stand here as your
next governor,” she said.
“We have four more years
together.”

In a speech that last-
ed less than 10 minutes,
Kotek made it clear she
would pursue the same
strategy that won her
reelection: focusing on
Oregonians’ intense
dislike of the president. If
Trump wants to take away
Oregonians’ health care or
their right to abortion or
hand out more tax breaks
to the wealthy, Kotek
said, “we’re going to fight
back.”

SATURDAY NOV. 14, 2026
9am-4pm | NO ADMISSION CHARGE

AZALEA GYM & BHHS CAFETERIA
CORMER OF PACIFIC & PIOMNEER STREETS

e I S EE T L — e

At 10 pm, Drazan took
to the stage to address
supporters in a speech that
also lasted less than 10
minutes.

She said although Kotek
had declared victory, she
was not ready to concede.

“All the votes haven’t
been counted, and I am
continuing to pray for a
victory,” she added.

The crowd cheered and
supporters waved cam-
paign signs.

“We will not go quietly.
This place deserves a fight.
This place deserves for us
to continue to stand up.
This place deserves for us
to win,” Drazan said.

She said Kotek’s cam-
paign made the race about
national politics while hers
was “hopeful and optimis-
tic and visionary.”

As the last of Drazan’s
supporters filtered out and
gold and red pom-poms
were collected from empty
tables, Journey’s “Don't
Stop Believing” played.
(While no local outlet had
called the race by 10:25
pm, CNN and CBS News
both declared Kotek the
winner.)

At the Hilton, Felisa
Hagins, executive director
of the statewide council
for Service Employees
International Union, a
top Kotek supporter, said
she wasn’t surprised at
the governor’s apparent
comfortable victory. “It’s
all about turnout,” Hagins
said. “And turnout drives
the margin.”
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“Coast Denture Service

| All Dental Insurance Plans Accepted ~ Excellent Quality/Low Cost
24-Hour Emergency Care Available

the Cooperative's Bylaws.
Questions About the Vacancy? Couast Denture Service has made quite a name for themselves throughout the local area
firm where people know they can place their complete trust and confidence and
highest level of professional service,
They are located at 800 Cheton Avenue in the Pacific Center acros
Brookings, Specinlizing i

This is one
hat they will get the

Members with questions regarding the vacancy, director qualifications, expectations of board 1
service, or the appointment process may contact: . i
s from Les Schwab Tires in
upper and blower partials and
this licensed denturist and dental teck 1 will give
Yol relines, {same day), and repairs {while ’ T
immediate scement  implant
cosmetic denture work, all with excellent quality
Albert Giddings is dedicated to the |~r-.1|\<-.,i|;i.,-.;| that CVETyOme
deservies the same personal service.

Albert has done work for more than 35 dentists and ten oral
surgeons in his 45 years I:I'ﬂ|\t'l EnGE, |l.'--.|||'n:.' many different
techniques, and is continually 1aking new courses 1o further his
education o better meet your needs

e Marie Coleman, Executive Assistant
Phone: (541) 661-1394
Email: marie.coleman@cooscurryelectric.com

dientures,

dentures, ref
Board meetings are open to members. Those interested in the position are welcome to attend
the regular meeting on Monday, November 30, 2026 in Port Orford at 10:00am.

1 low cost

Serving on the Board of Directors is an opportunity to help guide the future of Coos-Curry
Electric Cooperative while representing the interests of the members and communities it serves.

TN OE

Submit a letter of interest describing your background and why you'd like to serve,
Thank you! 5 Heeer

Albert Austin  Stormi

Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Office Phone: (541) 332-3931 After Hours Outage Line: (866) 352-9044
WWW.CCEC.CO0p ms@cooscurryelectric.com
Corporate Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1268 Port Orford, OR 97465

800 Chetco Avenue ~ Pacific Center ~ Brookings, OR 97415
Phone: 541-469-2610 Cell: 541-971-1828

o L e e} = B A o e o o g
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Clinton Benhart Adams, “Ben”
March 22nd, 1943 — October 29, 2026

lifelong resident of

Gold Beach, Clinton
Benhart Adams, known
to many as “Ben” and
lovingly called “Pa” by his
family, passed away peace-
fully at home on October
29, 2026.

Ben is survived by his
loving wife of 64 years,
Peggy Adams; brothers
Fred and Jim Adams;
sister June Allen; daughter
Tammy Adams & husband
Leroy; and son Jeremy
Benhart Adams. A cher-

ished Pa to granddaughter
Trisha Zepeda & husband
Adam; grandson Lucas
Hubbard & wife Sarah and
three great-grandchildren,
Murphie Jo Zepeda, Arlo
Benhart Zepeda and Rhyatt
Benhart Hubbard.

He was proceeded in
death by his parents, Shir-
ley Long, Clinton Johnson
and Bob Adams; brothers
Verlin Ellingston and
Steven Leo Johnson; sister
Diane Naber; and son Clin-
ton Benhart Adams Jr.

Jean Marie (Rose) Whaley

December 18, 1948 -

October 23, 2026

ean Marie (Rose)
Whaley, a longtime

resident of Brookings,
passed away on Octo-
ber 23, 2026 at the age
of 77.

Jean was born on
December 18, 1948,
in Taunton, Massa-
chusetts, to Ester and
Andrew Rose.

Jean is survived by
her daughters, Steph-
anie (Scott) and An-
gelique (Chris); her
beloved granddaugh-
ters, Olivia, Gabrielle,
Monet, and Savannah;

her siblings, Andrew
(Bev) Rose, Christine
Ward, and Lorraine
Swigert; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Jean will be lov-
ingly remembered
by her family and all
those whose lives she
touched.

A graveside service
will be held on Satur-
day, November 14th,
2026, at 11:00 a.m. at
W.J. Ward Memorial
Cemetery.

Oregon

Last week, Oregon’s U.S.
Senator Jeff Merkley led
Oregon Congressional
Delegation members—in-
cluding Senator Ron Wyden
and U.S. Representatives
Suzanne Bonamici (OR-
01), Val Hoyle (OR-04),
Andrea Salinas (OR-06),
Maxine Dexter (OR-03),
and Janelle Bynum (OR-
05)—to announce that after
pressure from the delega-
tion, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA)
will purchase hazelnuts
and Pacific Whiting fillets
under the agency’s Sec-
tion 32 purchase program.
These purchases will benefit
communities and rural
economies across Oregon
by supporting domestic
production and distribution
of these agricultural goods
during periods of signifi-

delegation celebrates federal support

cant market disruption and
economic uncertainty.

“Our fisheries and farms
deliver incredible products
all around the world and are
the lifeblood of our commu-
nities,” said Merkley, who
led the Oregon delegation in
pressing USDA to include
hazelnuts and whiting in its
latest food purchase. “This
announcement ensures
Oregon’s harvesters, proces-
sors, and producers will
receive critical financial
assistance needed to contin-
ue operating and providing
services here in Oregon
and beyond. I am elated the
USDA has decided to make
these purchases—this is a
win for communities across
our state.”

“Iconic state industries
like agriculture and fishing
count on the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture to do
its job and support Orego-
nians working hard to keep
producing their world-class
goods,” said Wyden. “I’'m
glad the full-court press
from the delegation has un-
locked this win for Orego-
nians fishing Pacific whiting
and growing hazelnuts.”

“Oregonians know that
hazelnuts and seafood are
some of the state’s most
popular and delicious
products,” said Bonamici.
“Our growers and producers
work tirelessly and bolster
the local economy. I’'m glad
the USDA is making this
investment.”

“These investments from
the USDA will support
the people who harvest,
process and bring Pacific
Whiting fish and hazelnuts
to market,” said Hoyle. “By

o

Barron’s

LIFT

Give yourself

We are very excited to introduce our new ||ne of lift chairs;

Barron’s LIFT

Available in multiple body styles with a number of options, Barron’s lift
has the customizability people are looking for when they need it most.

Featuring

* Independent Leg Lift & Back Recline e USB Charging Port
* 350b Weight Limit e High Density Foam Options
¢ Varying Widths e Power Headrest* e Power Lumbar*
o L ay Flat Mechanism e Extended Footrest
* Quick Delivery on Suggested Floor Fabric.

*Options may vary by style
Tarra: QIR

Down the Hwy from our Main Store
97885 Shopping Center Ave.
Harbor, OR  541-412-1226

410 Oak Street o Brookings, OR
541-412-0250 * 800-667-9990
Text anytime: 541-230-9368

\

Starting at

*899

.
HOME FURRISHINES
FTEN T

putting Oregon fishermen
and farmers first, we’re
boosting our coastal and
rural economies."
“Oregon’s specialty crop
growers are the backbone
of our economy, but too
many are struggling with
rising costs and uncertain
markets,” said Salinas.
“In the Willamette Valley,
generations of farmers have
depended on the hazelnut
industry for their liveli-
hoods. That’s why I joined
my colleagues in pushing
USDA to purchase Ore-
gon hazelnuts and Pacific
whiting. These purchases
will provide much-needed
support for our growers and
fishing communities while
putting more Oregon-grown
and Oregon-caught food
onto kitchen tables. I’'m
proud we secured this win

for Oregon producers, and
I’ll keep fighting to make
sure our specialty crop
farmers have the markets
and resources they need to
succeed.”

"Oregon’s farmers and
fishermen work hard to feed
our communities, and they
deserve a federal govern-
ment that stands behind
them,” said Dexter. “Our
delegation pushed USDA to
act, and these $34 million
in purchases will support
Oregon’s hazelnut growers
and fishermen during a dif-
ficult economic stretch. This
investment will help sustain
local jobs, strengthen rural
and coastal economies, and
get nutritious food to fami-
lies who need it.”

“Our farmers are putting
in the work every day to
keep Oregon families fed,”

said Bynum. “And they’re
not just helping put food on
the table, they’re keeping
money with our families,
creating good jobs close to
home, and giving people
what they need to put
down roots here in Oregon.
Money back in our state
and with our farmers is a
win-win.”

Previously, Merkley
and the Oregon delega-
tion pressed the USDA to
include Pacific whiting and
Oregon hazelnuts, which
account for 99 percent of
hazelnuts produced in the
United States, in this year’s
Section 32 purchases.
Following their efforts, the
USDA announced it was
purchasing $22 million in
hazelnuts and $12 million
in seafood.

RESULTS

From Page 3

Oregon House

Democrats are on track
to control a record number
of state House seats in
2027 if current leads hold.

Democrats are leading
in each of the 37 districts
they held going into the
election, as well as two
held by Republicans.

Michael Welsh, an occu-
pational safety professional
from Keizer, held a nearly
10-point lead in the 21st
House District over Rep.
Kevin Mannix, a Salem
Republican who has been
a consistent fixture in state
politics for decades.

And in the open 52nd
House District in the

Star of the Sea
Catholic Church
Justus Alaeto, Pastor
820 Old County Rd., Brookings
541-469-2313

Tuesday Mass...
Wednesday Mass..
Friday Mass.......

.5:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

Saturday Mass.. .4:30 p.m.
Saturday Spanish 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass.........ccceeenne 8:30 a.m.

First Friday every month Adoration
4 p.m. & Mass 6 p.m.

https://staroftheseastcharles.org/

First Saturday every month Mass 9 a.m.

Faith Baptist Church
Fundamental Independent
409 Hillside Ave. Unit C,

Brookings
541-412-1070

Sunday School...............

Morning Preaching.

Evening Preaching..

Wednesday Bible Study..

“Looking for an exciting Bible-

Preaching Church? We may be

just what you're looking for!”

Church of Christ

17222 Passley Rd., Brookings
Sunday Morning
Bible Study....10am
Sunday Morning
Worship Assembly...11:00am
Wednesday Bible Class.....3pm
Evangelist: Darryl Cope
541-469-6453
or 541-469-0191

Christian Science
Church
429 Pine St. at Redwood Spur,

Brookings
Sunday Service...........1T a.m.
Sunday School............ 11 am.

Wednesday Testimony Mtg..6 p.m.
Reading Room:
Monday & Wednesday..1-3 p.m.
or by appointment
www.BrookingsCSC.com

541-469-2398 or 469-3333

il Grace
== | utheran
|| Church

(LCMS)

9:00am All Ages Bible Study
Childcare Available
10:15am “The Story” Worship
11:15am Fellowship

188 E Cooper, Crescent City
www.GraceLutheranCC.com

Seventh-day
Adventist
Church

1770 Northcrest Dr., Crescent City
707-464-2738

Pastor Mason Philpot
Crescent City
Seventh-day Adventist School
Grades 1-8 ........... 707-464-2738

Saturday
Sabbath School........... 9:30 a.m.

Worship Services....... 11:00 a.m.

Fort Dick Bible Church
e

&
o

Dyl

“Grace Alone,
through Christ Alone,
for God’s Glory Alone”
6725 Lake Earl Dr.

Sunday School - 9:30am
Sunday Service - 10:45am
Sunday Replay on Facebook
@FortDickBibleChurch
Mid-Week Bible Study - call for details
Phone (707) 458-4030

To God Be The Glory
Christian Community Church
15138 McVay Lane

Sunday Service 10:30am
Bible Study Thursdays 7:00pm

Friends Who Like Christian
Community Church - Harbor

Pastor Carl Smith
541-659-9352

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

Pastor Barry Kimbrough

102 Park Ave., Brookings
541-469-3030

Saturday Bible Study.....10:00am
(All Ages)
Saturday Worship.......... 11:15am

Also on Facebook and Youtube.
https://www.facebook.com/
7thdayadventistbrookings/

Smith River

Smith River
Baptist Church

340 Highland Avenue,
Smith River

Just off Hwy. 101

(707) 487-5275
Pastor Steve Alexander

Worship Service.............. 10:30am

Pastor Pat Henderson
(707) 460-1696
3180 S Fred D Haight Drive
Smith River, CA 95567 e (707) 460-1696

Sun 10:00am * Wed 6:30pm

Kids Ministry for both services
Also on Facebook and YouTube
www.solidrockcrescentcity.com

:

Gorge, 25-year-old former
journalist Hank Sanders
had a nearly 10-point lead
over Wasco County Com-
missioner Scott Hege.

The only close House
races are in Linn County,
where Republican Rep.
Shelly Boshart Davis leads
Democrat Joanna Robin-
son by more than 3 points,
and on the North Coast,
where Rep. Cyrus Javadi
leads Republican Max
Sherman by 4 points.

Oregon Senate

Democrats are on track
to add one seat to their
Senate supermajority, with
former Salem City Coun-
cilor Virginia Stapleton
leading former state Rep.
Tracy Cramer in the race
to fill Republican Kim
Thatcher’s 11th Senate
District.

If her 10-point lead
holds, Stapleton will be the
30-member Senate’s 19th
Democrat.

In two other open races,

Republicans Jeff Helfrich
and Courtney Bangs grew
their leads as more results
became available. Helfrich,
a current state represen-
tative, now has a 4-point
lead in the 26th Senate
District in the Gorge and
Bangs, a Wasco County
commissioner, leads by 5
points in the 16th Sen-
ate District on the North
Coast.
https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/11/04/
election-2026-what-we-
know-and-what-were-wait-
ing-on/

Oregon Capital Chron-
icle is part of States
Newsroom, a network of
news bureaus supported by
grants and a coalition of
donors as a 501¢(3) public
charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact
Editor Lynne Terry for
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

hofonfiofiod V FreedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

BATH CONCEPTS
AUTHORIZED
DEALER

FREE
INSTALLATION’

Il labor and product baiu, shower or walkin b and wal suround, Tis promoon camno b

PLUS

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments
financing for 18 Months~

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2026

CALL

CALL (844) 847-9778

combied vih any Umer ofer. e esticons may aply. Th\s nﬁe« exwes 123026, Each dedl du\ersh\p

Panmpanng dealers ol See your dealrfor efals, €2026 Bah Concepls ndustis

. "Tie paty e

’ I.IMITEDTIMEOFFER ;

- 50%0F

Installutlon

,”, Call1.855.626.1990

' FREEESTIMATE '
| SCHEDULE TODAY! |

numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses,

CALLTODAY! 1.855.626.1990

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone,
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License
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Placing a classified ad is Easy and Fast
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CLASSIFIEDS

@ www.CurryPilot.com

150

Misc Services

150

Misc Services

150

Misc Services

150

Misc Services

790
Misc Wanted

999

Public Notices

MOBILE WASH N' WAX
Detail Cars n' Trucks
Service to your door

License # 3763

541-661-0807 or text me

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property
and bills division. No court ap-
pearances. Divorced in 1-5
weeks  possible.  503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com.

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restric-
tions apply, see representative
for warranty and offer details.

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide cover-
age as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-504-6496.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction!

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2026.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-

day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest last-
ing material - Steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer A— up to 50% off in-
stallation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-855-626-1990.

Audien Hearing. The world's
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than
1.5 million happy customers.
Call Audien 1-844-387-1163.

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy
greater independence and
stay in the home you love. Feel
safe on every level. $750 off
plus FREE installation. Made
in the U.S.A. Call today for a
free quote. 1-888-473-1933.

STRUGGLING WITH STAIRS?
STAY SAFE AT HOME. Acorn
Stairlifts® are the perfect so-
lution for arthritis, COPD,
and mobility challenges. A+
Rated by the BBB. Special
$250 Savings and a FREE
In-Home Consultation. Call
1-844-812-6573 Today!

Repairing or replacing appli-
ances and home systems like
heating and cooling can be
costly. A home warranty plan
can help. Start saving and get
30% off any plan today. Work-
manship Guarantee included.
Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-855-907-9919.

ones care for you and get paid!
Paid by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your eligi-
bility today! Call Freedom-
Care now! 1-855-994-1589.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-855-980-4382.

The bathroom of your dreams in
as little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer-$1000 off or No Payments
and No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-341-5268.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-877-557-1912 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time
Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175.

FreedomCare. Let your loved

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited

Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

502
Help Wanted

Hiring part-time community
manager in Brookings. Office
on site, flexible hours, train-
ing provided. Limited or no
experience OK. Come join
our team! Call 916-299-3077.

McLennan Excavation has a
full-time working foreman po-
sition to fill. The working fore-
man will have full understand-
ing of underground utilities and
grading. Foreman will have full
working knowledge of the use
of heavy equipment needed for
all excavation projects. Lead-
ership, communication, critical
thinking, and problem solving
under pressure will be essential
in this position. The ability to
successfully manage projects
and use project management
plans and can set grades and
elevations. McLennan Exca-
vation offers health & dental
benefits as well as 401K oppor-
tunities. Email your resume to:
lily@pipeandrock.com or drop
off your resume & apply directly
at 98109 N. Bank Chetco River
Road; Brookings, OR. Open
hours are Monday through Fri-
day from 7agm to 5pm. Please
be prepared for a prospective
interview.

Place a classified ad
with us!
(707) 460-8655

OLDER POKEMON CARDS.
Paying cash for 1990s-2000s
Pokemon cards, collections,
binders. Any condition. Local
transaction. Please call or text
Dane 503-884-5031. Thank you.

Brent Ottosen Timber Co. Se-
lective logging specialists. Buy-
ing standing timber. Insured with
excellent references. Honest,
dependable service throughout
Southern Oregon. Call today for
estimate: 541-866-8586.

November 18, 2026 at 2:00 P.M.
For meeting agenda and packet
please visit Port website: www.
portofbrookingsharbor.com
This Institution is an Equal
Opportunity Provider
11/11/2026 Pilot 431835

800

Rentals

Large furnished upstairs studio
apartment. All utilities included.
For single occupant, no pets.
$1300/mo + deposit. 541-469-
2037. Leave message.

1 bd unit available for rent
$800 per month. 417 Fern Ave.
Brookings. Call Janel Drew
541-661-3890

823
RV Space

River Bend Terrace RV, Payne
Rd, Harbor, OR. 55+ park,
clean, quiet, bathrooms w/
showers, laundry, pet area, ex-
cellent wifi&cable. $525.00/mo.
541-254-7770

NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS
PROBATE NO.: 26PB09536
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that I, Irene M. Winslow, have
been appointed Personal Rep-
resentative of the Estate of
Brian John Winslow by the
Circuit Court of the State of Or-
egon for Curry County, and all
persons having claims against
said estate are required to pres-
ent them to me at the law of-
fice of my attorney, Michael P.
Vanderhoff, 780 S. Front St.,
Ste. 150, Central Point, Oregon
97502, within four months after
the date of the first publication
of this Notice or they may be

barred.

All persons whose rights may
be affected by this proceeding
are advised that additional in-
formation may be obtained from
the court records, the under-
signed, or my attorney.

DATED AND FIRST PUB-
LISHED this 11th day of No-
vember, 2026.

Irene M. Winslow

Personal Representative
11/11/2026 Pilot 432059

999

Public Notices

Notice of Public Meeting
The Port of Brookings Harbor
Board of Director’s will hold a
Regular Meeting Wednesday

Find us online:

www.CurryPilot.com

Coastal Caucus hosts economic summit

WiLL CHAPPELL
Country Media

More than 200 local,
state and federal elected
officials, government
agency staffers and busi-
nesspeople gathered at
the Seaside Convention
Center on October 29,
for the Oregon Coast-
al Caucus Economic
Summit.

Throughout the day,
presenters discussed
different aspects of
the coast’s economy,
ranging from tourism to
mariculture in keynote
speeches, while discuss-
ing challenges to and
opportunities for future
innovation.

Coastal Caucus Vice
Chair Senator David
Brock Smith welcomed
attendees to the summit
on behalf of Represen-
tative Court Boice, the
caucus’s chair, who was
unable to attend the con-
ference due to illness.
Smith read a statement
recognizing Senator
Suzanne Weber and
Representative Boomer
Wright, both of whom
are leaving the legis-
lature at the end of the
year and recognized the
dozen or so state legisla-
tors who were in atten-
dance, including Senate
President Rob Wagner.

Smith then pivoted to
the summit’s purpose,
saying that the coast
is not merely a post-
card for the state but a
meaningful contributor
to its economy. The
state’s fish economy
brought in $517 million
in household income for
more than 10,000 Ore-
gonians statewide last
year, Smith said, with
total economic activity
topping $1 billion, while
the tourism economy, to
which the coast is a ma-
jor contributor, generated
$14.5 billion in econom-
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ic activity statewide.
Workforce shortages,
infrastructure challenges
and other issues partic-
ular to the coast face
local economies, Smith
said, with the summit
convened annually to
give policy makers and
industry leaders a chance
to step outside Salem to
identify what’s working
and what isn’t when it
comes to advancing the
coastal economy. Smith
said the coastal caucus
had a long history of
achieving results on a
bipartisan basis, point-
ing to the Pacific Coast
intermodal Port project
in Coos Bay receiving
$205 million in federal
funding as an example.
Smith then turned the
stage over to Weber, who
introduced Travel Ore-
gon Executive Director
Kate Sinner to discuss
the economic impact of
tourism on the coast.

Tourism

Sinner introduced her-
self, saying that she had
grown up in Washington
taking trips to explore
the Oregon Coast with
her family and would be
discussing the impact of
tourism and the support
Travel Oregon provides
to local communities.

Travel Oregon is the
state’s official tourism
office, formed in 2003
to establish Oregon as a
destination for business
and leisure travel. The
organization receives
funding from the state-
wide transient lodging
tax (TLT) and aims to
bring tourists into the
state while helping com-
munities be the best they
can, Sinner said.

Of the organization’s
approximately $40 mil-
lion annual budget, 30%
of funding is invested
in Oregon communities,
with 65% of funding
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going to other efforts,
mostly promotion and
asset development, Sin-
ner said. Travel Oregon
sends around $1.1 mil-
lion to the Oregon Coast
Visitors Association an-
nually to help with those
efforts on the coast.

Since Travel Oregon
was founded in 2003,
Sinner said that travel
spending in the state
has more than doubled,
with the tax revenue
generated nearly tripling,
positively impacting the
state, with an outsize
benefit to the coast.

The $14.5 billion in
statewide economic
activity generated by
visitors last year helped
to support 123,000 jobs,
with the coast account-
ing for $2.6 billion in
activity and 26,000 jobs.
Broken down further, the
north coast, consisting of
Clatsop and Tillamook
Counties saw $941 mil-
lion in visitor-generated
economic activity and
9,800 jobs generated
by tourism, the central
coast, Lincoln and Lane
Counties, saw $1.07 bil-
lion and 10,880 jobs, and
the south coast, Douglas,
Coos and Curry Coun-
ties, saw $579 million
and 6,070 jobs.

Out of $5 billion in
direct travel spending
across the state in 2025,
Oregonians accounted
for 37%, other Ameri-
cans accounted for 57%
and international visitors
comprised the remaining
6%. Sinner said the last
figure represented a drop
from the pre-pandemic
era, when international
visitors regularly made
up 10-12% of spending.

In terms of visitor
numbers, the 558,000
international tourists
that visited the state last
year represented 14%
fewer than in 2024 and
25% fewer than in 2019.

Canadian visitors, by far
the largest cohort, were
down 25% from 2024,
with coastal Canadian
visitor numbers down
43% year over year.

Sinner then broke
down visits seasonal-
ly, saying that 32% of
tourism spending had
occurred in the sum-
mer, with 25% in the
fall, 24% in the spring
and 19% in the winter.
Sinner said that Travel
Oregon was focused on
increasing visits in the
shoulder seasons, with
one example being a
focus on promoting king
tides that occur in the
late fall and winter at the
coast.

Travel Oregon uses a
destination stewardship
approach when consider-
ing its spending, work-
ing to balance economic
benefits, environmental
conservation and engag-
ing experiences, Sinner
said.

Sinner touted Ore-
gon’s recent designation
by Wheel the World as
the first accessibility ver-
ified state in the nation,
achieved by working
with over 800 businesses
across the state to assess
their accessibility and
create itineraries de-
signed around accommo-
dating specific travelers’
needs. Sinner also said
the organization focused
outreach on improving
visitor behavior and
shared several spots
from a new campaign
promoting tourism in the
state that she said have
driven a 23% increase in
traffic to the organiza-
tion’s website.

Opportunities
for coastal mariculture
Following Sinner’s
presentation, the group
split into several break-
out sessions, with one
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focused on mariculture
moderated by Tyson
Rasor, the director of
coastal communities and
fisheries at Ecotrust.

Rasor introduced the
panel by saying that
its members worked
for organizations that
are part of the Oregon
Coastal Mariculture Col-
laborative. Consisting
of Ecotrust, the Oregon
Aquaculture Association,
the Oregon Kelp Alli-
ance, Oregon Sea Grant
and the Nature Conser-
vancy. The collaborative
focuses on restorative
mariculture, which Rasor
explained is a subset of
aquaculture consisting of
the cultivation of marine
organisms for food in
seawater, with a focus on
shellfish and seaweed.
Rasor said that mari-
culture could be used to
both restore maritime
ecosystems and create
economic opportunities.

Tom Calvanese,
director of the Oregon
Kelp Alliance, said
that between 2010 and
2022, the Oregon coast
had lost 70% of its kelp
forest, consistent with
worldwide trends.

Calvanese then
discussed a restoration
project the alliance
undertook at Macklyn
Cove near Port Orford,
which consisted of
removing some 600,000
urchins from a 3.5-acre
area, allowing wild kelp
to return before releasing
more than 100 sunflower
sea stars. Calvanese also
discussed efforts by his
organization to grow
kelp spores and remove
them from crab gear
before using them to
reseed areas where kelp
has disappeared.

These efforts also
provide economic oppor-
tunities as some urchins
removed from kelp beds
can be fattened up in

onshore “ranches” and
marketed as Uni, pop-
ular in Japanese cook-
ing, while farmed kelp
generates marketable
products and restored
forests provide habitat
for rockfish.

Alexandra Kamins-
ki, a master’s student
in marine resource
management at (OSU)
University, discussed her
research into funding
mechanisms for maricul-
ture endeavors. Kamins-
ki said that mariculture
farms provide quantifi-
able benefits for bio-
diversity that could be
translated into a dollar
figure and used to sell
credits to buyers seek-
ing to meet corporate
responsibility pledges or
support environmental
sustainability. Kaminski
said that a government
agency or nonprofit
could create the program
and manage the credits,
with 87% of growers she
had interviewed saying
they would be interested
in participating in such a
program.

Kaminski clarified that
such a program would be
the first of its type in the
country and acknowl-
edged it would create
lots of questions but said
it was an idea she felt
held promise to promote
mariculture.

Dick Vander Schaaf,
associate conservation
director of the Ore-
gon coast and marine
program at the Nature
Conservancy, discussed
opportunities for ex-
panding mariculture
on the Oregon coast.
Vander Schaaf said that
his organization had
looked at 15 bays in the
state as well as offshore
areas and evaluated their

More COASTAL

On page 8
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Police Blotter

CURRY COASTAL PILOT

The police blotter is an excerpt of a public record of incidents as reported by law-enforcement agencies. All individuals arrested or charged with a crime are innocent until proven guilty. The
information printed is preliminary and subject to change. For a list of missing items found in the Brookings area, you can visit the police services page of the city of Brookings website at www.
brookings.or.us/134/police-services and follow the link near the bottom of the page.

Tuesday,

October 27

12:17 am, North
Bank Chetco River Rd,
traffic crash.

12:47 am, Highway
101, criminal trespass.
6:33 am, Hwy 101
MP 363, traffic crash.
10:15 am, Hemlock

St, fire alarm.

11:35 am, Pioneer
Rd, hit & run.

12:04 pm, Ocean
Park Ct, dispute/fight.
1:50 pm, Chetco

Ave, harassment.

2:49 pm, North
Bank Chetco River Rd,
assault.

4:14 pm, Elk Dr,
criminal trespass.

Sunday,
November 1

1:02 am, Hwy 101,
juvenile problem.

1:21 am, Chetco
Ave, criminal trespass.

2:09 am, Chetco
Ave, disorderly con-
duct.

4:23 am, 5th St,

dispute/fight.

10:23 am, Tuttle Ln,
intoxicated subject.

11:19 am, Bayview
Dr, juvenile problem.

11:47 am, Chetco
Ave, civil problem.

1:34 pm, Pioneer
Rd, alarm.

10:06 pm, Chetco
Ave, alarm.

Monday,

November 2

10:16 am, Ocean
Park Ct, civil problem.

10:19 am, Mountain
Dr, stalking.

12:15 pm, Mountain
Dr, identity theft.

1:40 pm, Hwy 101
N, harassment.

Calendar of Events

3:14 pm, Whales-
head Beach P-Lot,
unlawful entry motor
vehicle.

4:06 pm, English Ct,
violation restraining
order.

5:25 pm, Shopping
Center Ave, dispute/
fight.

Submissions for events can be sent by email to: pilotofficemgr(@countrymedia.net.
The deadline for submission is 4:30 pm Monday, the week prior to publication.

DAILY

* Daily Meal, Chetco Activity
Center, 550 Chetco Lane:
11:15 am - 12:30 pm.

All Year Long

* Beyond 250 Oral History
Project, Chetco Library.
Anyone who has called
Brookings-Harbor home
is welcome to share lived
experiences for the oral
history project. Learn more
and sign up at chetcolibrary.
org/Beyond250.

Mondays

* Line dance lessons, Brook-
ings Elks Lodge, 800 Elks
Drive: 10:30 am - 1:00 pm.
Membership not required.
Absolute beginners 10:30
am, improver 11:00 am,
intermediate 12:00 pm. $2
minimum donation.

* Qi Gong for Health &
Vitality, Chetco Library:
5:30 pm. Free class with
licensed instructor Linnie.
All are welcome; donations
appreciated.

Tuesdays

* Brookings-Harbor Garden
Club Work Party, Brookings
Botanical Garden: 10:00 am
-11:30 am.

* Bridge, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:15 pm.

* Line Dancing, Brookings
Elks Lodge: 6:00 pm - 8:00
pm. Donations requested.

* Storytime, Chetco Library:
10:30 am. Stories, songs,
and games for young chil-
dren.

» Tween Club, Chetco Li-
brary: 3:30 pm. Activities
for youth ages 10-13.

* Pinochle and Card Games,
Chetco Activity Center:
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm.

» Amateur Radio Net, Gasquet
Net: 6:30 pm (147.18); DN
Amateur Radio Club: 7:15
pm (146.88).

. Line dance les-
sons, Crescent City Elks
Lodge, 359 H Street: 10:30
am - 1:00 pm. Membership
not required. Absolute be-
ginners 10:30 am, improv-
er 11:00 am, intermediate
12:00 pm. $2 minimum
donation.

. Ukulele Group,
Chetco Activity Center:
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. Bring
your instrument and a mu-
sic stand. Music provided.

Wednesdays

 T’ai Chi, Chetco
Activity Center: 9:00 am
-10:30 am and 12:00 pm -
1:30 pm.

* Qi Gong for Health &

Vitality, Chetco Library:
9:30 am. Free class with
licensed instructor Linnie.
All are welcome; dona-
tions appreciated.

* Line dance lessons,
Brookings Elks Lodge,
800 Elks Drive: 10:30 am
- 1:00 pm. Membership not
required. Absolute begin-
ners 10:30 am, improver
11:00 am, intermediate
12:00 pm. $2 minimum
donation.

* The Walking Group,
Azalea Park: 11:00 am.
Meet by Capella by the
Sea. If raining meet at
Brookings Harbor Shop-
ping Center by the barber-
shop. 541-412-8664.

* Afternoon Creation
Station, Chetco Library:
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm. Drop-
in activities for school-
aged kids.

* Recorder Group, Chet-
co Activity Center: 1:00
pm - 2:30 pm. Bring your
instrument and a music
stand. Music provided.

* Men’s Club Golf,
Salmon Run Golf Course:
9:00 am. Friendly team
and individual play. All
skill levels welcome. Bob
K: 701-269-7822.

* Cribbage Club, Wild
Rivers Pizza: 5:30 pm.

Thursdays

* Rowdy Creek String
Band, Chetco Library:
10:00 am - 12:00 pm.
Open rehearsal for acoustic
string instrument players.

* Bridge, Chetco Activi-
ty Center: 12:15 pm.

» Widows and Widowers
Coffee Clique, Community
Center, Airport Way, Gold
Beach: 10:30 am - 11:30
am.

* Checkmate Corner,
Chetco Library: 3:00 pm
- 5:00 pm. Weekly chess
club for all ages and skill
levels.

* Easy Flow Yoga,
Chetco Library: 5:30 pm.
Free class. Participants
should be able to comfort-
ably get up and down from
the floor. All are welcome;
donations appreciated.

* Recreational Table
Tennis, 102 Park Street,
Brookings: 6:30 pm. Inter-
mediate players welcome;
bring your own paddle.

* Line dance lessons,
Crescent City Elks Lodge,
359 H Street: 10:30 am -

1:00 pm. Membership not
required. Absolute begin-
ners 10:30 am, impr over
11:00 am, intermediate
12:00 pm. $2 donation.
Jean: 541-251-8998.

Fridays

* Bingo, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:00 pm - 12:30
pm.
* The Walking Group,
Azalea Park: 11:00 am.
Meet by Capella by the
Sea. If raining meet at
Brookings Harbor Shop-
ping Center by the barber-
shop. 541-412-8664.

* Pinochle and Card
Games, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:30 pm - 4:00
pm.
e T’ai Chi, Chetco
Activity Center: 9:00 am -
10:30 am.

e Threads, Hooks, &
Needles, Chetco Library:
10:30 am. Fiber arts club
for knitters, sewers, and
more.

Wednesday,
November 11
¢ Chetco Library closed
in observance of Veterans
Day

* Gold Beach Veterans
Day Ceremony
Wednesday, November
11 Curry County Veterans
Memorial, 54079 Shirley
Lane, Gold Beach: 11:00
am. The program will
include speakers, an honor
guard, a rifle salute and
a possible F-15 flyover,
weather permitting.

* Brookings Veterans Day
Ceremony

* Wednesday, November
11 VFW Post 966, 507
Pacific Ave., Brookings:
11:00 am.

The ceremony will discuss
the meaning of Veterans
Day and include a flag
retirement by Scouts BSA
Troop 32, an honor guard
and three-gun salute, pre-
sentation of the new com-
memorative brick layout,
and a possible F-15 flyover
by the 173rd Fighter Wing,
subject to weather and
flight timing.

*Brookings Elks Lodge
Veterans Dinner Wednes-
day, November 11
Brookings Elks Lodge, 800
Elk Dr.: 5:00 pm - 7:00
pm.

Chicken cordon bleu, au

gratin potatoes, vegetables
and a roll, with desserts
by Emblem Club 265.
Veterans eat free; guests
are $20. RSVP at 541-469-
2169.
Comic Quest Book Club

* Thursday, November
12 Chetco Library: 4:00
pm - 5:00 pm.
Tweens and young teens
will discuss Lightfall: The
Girl & the Galdurian by
Tim Probert in the Forest
Room.

* Pub Grub Book Club

Thursday,

November 12

Misty Mountain Brew-
ing: 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm.
Adult fans of comics and
graphic novels will discuss
issues 1-24 of the Saga
Compendium by Brian K.
Vaughan. Getting Involved
in Oregon's "Micro Space
Program"

Thursday,

November 12

SWOCC Curry Campus
Community Room, 96082
Lone Ranch Parkway, and
online: 6:00 pm.

Free all-ages STEAM
Pathways lecture with
Portland State University's
Andrew Greenberg. Watch
online at youtube.com/@
southwesternOR/streams.
Friends of the Library Fall
Book Sale

Thursday, November 12
- Sunday, November 15
Chetco Library: hours
vary. Browse thousands
of used books at bargain
prices; proceeds benefit
Friends of the Chetco
Library. Full schedule at
chetcolibrary.org.

Brookings-Harbor Com-
munity Bazaar

Saturday, November 14
Azalea Middle School gym
and Brookings-Harbor
High School cafeteria, cor-
ner of Pacific and Pioneer
streets: 9:00 am - 4:00

pm. Free admission, more
than 100 craft vendors and
food trucks. Free parking
is available in both school
lots.

Bayberry String Quartet

Sunday,

November 15
Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Brookings: 3:00

pm. The quartet will
perform music by Mozart,
Erwin Schulhoff, Osvaldo
Golijov and Beethoven.
Admission is $20 for
adults and free for ages 18
and younger. Tickets are
available at ppadelnorte.
org/events or at the door.
Writers' Club

Wednesday,

November 18

Chetco Library: 5:00 pm -
6:30 pm.

Local writers gather in the
Forest Room for creative
writing prompts, sharing
and constructive feedback.
Oregon Shakespeare
Festival Performances and
Workshops

Thursday,

November 19

Chetco Library: 3:30 pm -
7:00 pm.

An evening of workshops
and two short performanc-
es. Seating is limited;
registration is required for
performances and work-
shops.

Lego Club

Thursday,

November 19

Chetco Library: 3:30 pm -
5:00 pm.

Build with Legos individ-
ually or in teams in the
Children's Section; cre-
ations will be showcased
on library shelves. Jigsaw
Puzzle Tournament

Friday, November 20
Chetco Library: 12:00 pm
- 3:00 pm.

International Games
Month tournament for
teams of two, recommend-
ed for adults and puzzlers
ages 10 and older. Team
registration is required at
chetco.librarycalendar.
com. Meet the Author:
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Paulsen

Saturday,

November 21

Chetco Library: 12:00 pm
-2:00 pm.

The local author, speaker
and New Thought minister
will discuss her new-

est book, That's a Good
Thought: Daily Wisdom
in an Uncertain World.
Craft'n'Connect with Kim

Wednesday,

November 25

Chetco Library: 1:00 pm -
4:00 pm.

Free monthly crafting
workshop for adults. Reg-
istration is required and
supplies are limited.
Look-Back Book Club

Wednesday,

November 25

Chetco Library: 5:30 pm -
6:30 pm.

Teens 16 and older and
adults revisit a childhood
classic in the Annex Con-
ference Room; see library
social media or chetcoli-
brary.org for the November
selection.

Monthly Drum Circle

Wednesday,

November 25

Chetco Library: 5:30 pm -
7:00 pm.

Drop in to play percus-
sion or listen in the Forest
Room; all percussion in-
struments, including hand
clapping, are welcome.
Chetco Library closed in
observance of the Thanks-
giving holiday

Thursday, November 26 -
Friday, November 27
Book Talk Book Club
Saturday, November 28
Chetco Library: 1:00 pm -
3:00 pm.

Discussion of Dungeon
Crawler Carl by Matt
Dinniman in the Quiet
Reading Room.

Pacific Music Guild Holi-
day Concerts

Wednesday, December 2 -
Thursday, December 3
Crescent Elk Middle
School Auditorium, 994

G St., Crescent City: 7:00
pm both evenings. North
Coast Chorale, Redwood
Chamber Singers and
North Coast Youth Choir
present an evening of holi-
day music. Tickets are $15
for adults, $10 for youth
and free for children age

5 and younger. Advance
tickets are available at Del
Norte Office Supply and
Wright's Custom Framing,
with tickets also available
at the door.
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suitability for harvest-
ing 11 different species,
including six shellfish
and five species of sea-
weed to identify which
locations would be best
suited to which species.
Vander Schaaf focused
on Tillamook Bay as
an example, saying that
Olympia oysters would
be a strong candidate for
cultivation there.
Oregon Sea Grant
Director Karina Nielsen
discussed the hurdles
in the way of achieving
those projects, explain-
ing that farmers are
currently allowed to cul-
tivate just two types of
oysters, neither Olympia,
nor can they cultivate
other types of shellfish.
Nielsen said that there
was also no framework
for permitting kelp or
seaweed cultivation in
seawater and that a legal
analysis of administra-
tive rules and statutory
requirements would be
needed before crafting
a leasing framework for
mariculture enterprises
to make use of state-
owned waters. Nielsen
said Oregon Sea Grant
was looking into that
process as well as estab-
lishing pilot mariculture
programs in the state.

Federal delegation
panel

After the breakout ses-
sions ended, the whole
group reconvened in
the main assembly hall
for an update on federal
developments impacting
the coast, with Senators
Ron Wyden and Jeff

— NOVEMBER 27 - DECEMBER 27

Merkley speaking first,
before Representatives
Suzanne Bonamici and
Val Hoyle addressed the
crowd.

In response to a ques-
tion about healthcare on
the coast, Wyden said
that healthcare was the
most important issue and
that rural Oregon had
been hit by a wreck-
ing ball in last year’s
spending bill passed by
Republicans. Wyden
said that he had recently
started an investigation
into insurance compa-
nies’ response with the
bill with Senator Bernie
Sanders of Vermont and
was sponsoring a bill to
provide support to keep
obstetrics departments
open in rural hospitals.
Wyden said he was also
working on a bill to
create a long-term care
system for elderly adults
that would provide
homecare and lessen
the reliance on nursing
homes.

Asked about the econ-
omy, Wyden said Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
tariffs need to go and
touted the $205-million
grant to the Pacific Coast
Intermodal Port project,
encouraging other may-
ors, city councilors and
local elected officials to
contact his office with
similar ideas.

Merkley agreed with
Wyden that the Repub-
lican spending package
had been devastating to
Oregon’s healthcare sys-
tem thanks to its impacts
on Medicare and the
removal of tax credits
for insurance. Merkley
pledged that if Demo-
crats retake the majority
in the Senate, they will

reverse the cuts.

Merkley also high-
lighted his work with
Mississippi Senator
Cindy Hyde Smith to
form the Office for Rural
Healthcare at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control,
which now receives $6
million annually. Merk-
ley also pointed to an
award of $14.5 million
to Columbia Memorial
Hospital in Astoria for
upgrades and the $6 bil-
lion in funding received
by 19 federally qualified
health clinics along the
coast each year as major
successes.

Merkley mentioned
the Coos Bay grant as
well as the recently
completed work at the
south jetty at the mouth
of Tillamook Bay and
the north jetty in Coos
Bay, as well as dredging
projects up and down
the coast as examples of
federally funded projects
yielding positive eco-
nomic impacts. Merkley
discussed two programs
he was working to help
coastal community
colleges develop, one
for emergency medical
technician training and
another for a fisherman’s
academy and said that in
addition to focusing on
community colleges, he
was also seeking ways to
reduce the use of plas-
tics.

Addressing education-
al outcomes, Bonamici
said that screen time,
social media, stress,
isolation and artificial
intelligence had created
a complicated environ-
ment, necessitating a
reassessment of how
to best meet the needs
of today’s students.
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Bonamici said the
federal government also
needed to fully fund the
Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act
and increase funding
for low-income schools
through title 1.

Additionally, Bonami-
ci said that it was im-
portant to recognize that
not every student would
be successful in school
and continue and in-
crease funding for career
and technical education
programs and initiatives
like the job corps center
at Tongue Point.

Hoyle agreed with
Bonamici about the
importance of providing
alternate pathways for
young people outside of
college, voicing sup-
port for apprenticeship
programs beyond the
construction trades to
help train professionals
like accountants.

On the subject of
housing, Hoyle and
Bonamici both praised
the 21st Century Road to
Housing Act, passed on a
bipartisan basis in 2025,
providing funding for
water and sewer infra-
structure improvements,
expanding rural housing
vouchers and barring
private equity ownership
of single homes, among
other measures.

Coastal Caucus

Members of the Coast-
al Caucus then took the
stage to give an update
on their work.

‘Weber said that mu-
nicipal infrastructure was
critical and had been a
calling card for her since
starting in public service.
Weber voiced support
for the recent increase
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in systems development
charges in the city of
Tillamook and said that
she was very concerned
about the states of High-
ways 6, 26 and 30.
Smith touted the for-
mation of the blue econ-
omy task force by the
legislature this year as a
major step for the coast
(see separate section for
further details) and said
that the state needed to
invest in water distribu-
tion systems and support
jobs in the industries that
build and maintain them.
Federal investments are
needed to support fish
hatcheries, Smith said,
while a reduction in reg-
ulations will help sup-
port fishing boats, as will
making it easier to get
locally caught fish into
local restaurants, schools
and grocery stores.
Senator Dick An-
derson stressed the
importance of housing
and education, while
Representative Da-
vid Gomberg echoed
his senate colleagues’
sentiments about the
importance of invest-
ment in water systems
and brought up the im-
portance of emergency
preparedness.

Blue economies key-
note

Ephraim Froelich,

a political consultant
from Alaska focused on
maritime economies and
founder and managing
principal of the consult-
ing firm AKWA-DC,
then gave a keynote
address on ocean eco-
nomic clusters around
the country.

Froelich said that over
the course of his 20-year
career as a policy advisor
in Washington D.C. and
Alaska, he has seen the
conception of ocean-
based economic activity
to expand from encom-
passing just fishing and
transportation, to techno-
logical innovations and
coastal resilience and
energy projects, among
other activities.

Discussing the pos-
sibilities presented by
ocean economic clusters,
Froelich focused in on
the example of Iceland,
where fish processors,
researchers, investors
and startups collocated
around ports to spur
economic innovation.
One of the most notable
successes of the model
has been the move to use
100% of a fish, which
Froelich said increases
the value of an Atlantic
Cod from $12 per fish
when 40% is used to a
stunning $5,000 per fish
when 99% is used.

That ocean cluster
model has come to the
United States, with clus-
ters in Portland, Maine,
and Massachusetts on
the east coast as well as
clusters in each of the
west coast states and
around the Gulf of Mex-
ico. Froelich said that
each of the clusters had
a different focus depend-
ing on its local condi-
tions, with a cluster in
northern California more
focused on tech, clusters
in the gulf zeroing in on
petroleum and those in
Alaska concerned with
fishing.

Froelich also said that
he was watching the
blue economy task force
formed by the Oregon
legislature this year with
anticipation, saying he
had been telling people
elsewhere to keep an eye
on its work.

Blue economy task
fore

With the lunch key-
note concluded, another
round of breakout talks
started, with Gomberg
and Brock Smith hosting
a roundtable session to
discuss the blue econo-
my task force and solicit
ideas.

The 18-member task
force was formed by
the Oregon legislature
in this year’s legislative
session and has already
met twice, including
one meeting day before
the summit in Cannon
Beach. Oregon State

CURRY COASTAL PILOT

Senator Janene Johnson,
who represents western
Washington County, said
that her interest in blue
economies had been
piqued when she heard
about the Maine cluster
at a conference, leading
her to propose a bill
forming the task force to
the Interim Committee
on Energy and Environ-
ment, which the commit-
tee put forward jointly.

Smith said he felt the
task force was going
great and that the some-
what unusual step had
been taken to form five
subgroups that will in-
vestigate various aspects
of the coastal economy
for six months before
reconvening to discuss
policy and legislative
changes that could help
promote coastal econom-
ic growth and presenting
a final report to the leg-
islaturenext September.
The five subgroups will
discuss fisheries, fish
processing and ports;
tourism hospitality and
recreation; environment,
ecology, transportation
and land use; workforce
and education; and
science and innovation.
Each of the subgroups
consists of three or four
task force members who
are looking for addi-
tional representatives to
participate.

Universities’ impact on
coastal economies

Another keynote
followed the breakouts,
with OSU Associate Vice
President of Economic
Development and Indus-
try Relations Rebecca
Robinson discussing the
institution’s three coastal
locations’ $4.4 billion in
annual economic impact.
Combined, the three
locations, the Hatfield
Marine Science Center
in Newport, Port Or-
ford Field Station and
Seafood Lab in Asto-
ria, consist of 470,000
square feet spread across
60 acres.

The Hatfield Marine
Science Center is the
third largest marine
lab in the nation, with
$59 million in annual
research expenditures
by OSU and $42 million
in expenditures from
five collocated state and
federal agencies. OSU
spends a combined $5.5
million annually on re-
search activities at other
locations on the coast.

More than 700 stu-
dents visit the Hatfield
Marine Science Center
or are based there on
a yearly basis and the
center has a fleet of
research vessels. Robin-
son also highlighted the
PacWave wave energy
test facility, one of just
two in the world, located
offshore from the center.
Over $100 million was
invested over the course
of more than a decade to
bring the center online.

Pacific Coast
Intermodal Port update

A group from the Port
of Coos Bay then gave
an update on the Pacific
Coast Intermodal Port
project, much discussed
throughout the day after
its recent federal award.

Melissa Cribbins,
executive director for the
intermodal port project,
said that the public-pri-
vate partnership was an
exciting opportunity to
upgrade the port’s facil-
ities and rail line, with
the recent federal dollars
designated to support
the latter. Cribbins said
the project would not be
possible without support
from the state and feder-
al government.

Cribbins continued
that the project team was
working on a request
for proposal for designs
for the port and rail
portions of the process
and preparing to start the
National Environmental
Protection Act process
to review the project for
compliance with fed-
eral statute relating to
endangered species and
sensitive habitats. Both
of those steps are expect-
ed to begin next year.
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