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Friends of Curry Campus Speaker Series Presents:

Tide Pools with Bill Gorham

Brookings, OR — Southwest-
ern Oregon Community Col-
lege Curry Campus invites the
community to join us on Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026, 1:00 to
2:00 pm, for a presentation by
Bill Gorham, marine biologist
“Tide Pools of the South Coast
of Oregon”.

Bill Gorham is a marine
biologist who has been diving,
beach combing, and tide pooling
around the world. For the past
eight years he’s walked his dogs
on the Chrissey Fields beach-
es more than 4,000 times and
photographed a wonderful array
of critters, tracks, sea states, and
washed-up treasures. He’s keen
to share that experience with all
others who love the ocean and all
its surprises. If you slow down,
look down (and up), you will see
the little (and big) things that are
hiding in plain sight.

This is a free program spon-
sored by the Friends of Curry

As the end of the school
year is approaching, many
of you are planning for your
future educational endeavors.
Curry Anadromous Fishermen
(CAF) are currently accepting
applications for (3) $1,500
scholarships to be awarded to
students that qualify. Quali-
fied students will be attending
one of the three high schools
or be home-schooled in Curry
County. To qualify a student
needs to have completed all
the requirements of the Edu-
cational Service District, be
eligible for enrollment in an
accredited college, universi-
ty or trade school, meet the
requirements as stated on the

more information contact the
Curry Campus at 541-813-1667.

Stay tuned for upcoming
talks in our speaker series. Talks
during winter term will focus

western’s Curry Campus, 96082
Lone Ranch Parkway (off High-
way 101), Brookings. Bring a

Campus and will be held in the
Community Room on South-

friend and a brown bag lunch.

on the nature all around us. For

Calling All Artists:

BLM Seeks Artists in Residence at Rogue River
Ranch, Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument

From BLM

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement is looking for two
Artists-in-Residence: one at the
historic Rogue River Ranch Na-
tional Historic Site and another
at the Cascade-Siskiyou National
Monument.

The selected artists will have
the unique opportunity to capture
these public lands during a mile-
stone year as the Nation marks
its 250th birthday and the BLM
celebrates its 80th anniversary.
The artists will receive one- to
two-week residencies during
the summer to create original
work while immersed in some
of Oregon’s most remarkable
environments.

One artist and one alternate
will be selected for each resi-
dency based on the following
criteria: entry materials, residen-
cy proposal, professionalism,
and creative vision. Applications
must be submitted by Feb. 28. As
part of the 2026 program, select-
ed artists will also be part of the
Freedom 250 celebration, paying
tribute to the historic sites and
special lands that have contribut-
ed to the Nation’s heritage.

“Artists provide a capti-
vating lens through which we
can explore our connection to
public lands,” said Joel Brumm,
Assistant Monument Manager.
“Their work provides a unique
perspective on these remarkable
landscapes, highlighting our
mission and role in public land
management as we celebrate our
80th anniversary.”

Rogue River Ranch National
Historic Site

The Rogue River Ranch res-
idency will take place between
June and August 2026 in a
breathtaking setting deep in the
Rogue Wild and Scenic River
Corridor. The remote outpost is
a two-hour drive or a 22-mile
river trip from Grave Creek Boat
Ramp. The selected artist will
reside in the historic house.

Following their residency, the
artist will share their vision in a
public presentation at the Grants
Pass Museum of Art on Oct. 2.
Their work will be displayed at
the museum for one month and
then returned to the artist. The
BLM is requesting digital copies
of the artwork to promote the

Artist-in-Residence program and
public lands. The artist retains a
non-exclusive use copyright.

In summer 2025, Artist Alisha
Whitman created watercolors
during her residency. Artists
of all backgrounds are encour-
aged to apply, and there is no
preference given to any style or
medium.

Interested artists can learn
more information and find an
application at the Artist-in-Res-
idence website, by e-mailing
Tony Saunders at asaunders@
blm.gov, or by calling 541-471-
6642.

Cascade-Siskiyou National Mon-
ument

The Cascade-Siskiyou
National Monument residency
will take place in June 2026.

The selected artist will be based
at a travel trailer at Hyatt Lake
Campground while exploring the
environment and creating their
art. The BLM is seeking visual
artists for this residency.

Since 2017, the Artist-in-Res-
idence program has allowed
numerous artists to transform the
monument's natural and cultural
resources into visual art, objects,

and performances.

Last year’s Cascade-Sis-
kiyou National Monument
Artist-in-Residence was Paul
Atkinson, a gifted photographer
who spent his time studying and
photographing the monument’s
unique landscapes.

During their residency, the
artist will share their experience
and artistic vision in a public
presentation. Following the resi-
dency, artists are asked to donate
an original artwork piece, which
they will retain the rights to.

Interested artists can learn
more information and find an
application at the Artist-in-Resi-
dence website, by e-mailing John
Duwe at jduwe@blm.gov, or by
calling 541-618-2320.

application, possess an accu-
mulated GPA of at least 2.0
and complete the application
and required essay.

CAF is a non-profit cor-
poration that operates and
maintains the Indian Creek
Hatchery in Gold Beach.

The major goal of the Indian
Creek Hatchery is to supple-
ment the natural production
of lower Rogue River Fall
Chinook salmon.

Any student wanting to
submit an application for
consideration needs to speak
with their high school guid-
ance counselor for paperwork,
details, and deadline informa-
tion.

Coos-Curry
County Farm
Bureau
Scholarship

The Coos-Curry Farm Bu-
reau is offering two, $2,000
scholarships for the 2026-27
school year. The scholarship
will be available to Coos and
Curry County high school se-
niors who plan to major in an
agriculture related field at an
Oregon college, university or
community college. Students
of Coos-Curry County Farm
Bureau Voting or Supporting
members are also eligible for
the scholarship if they are
attending an Oregon college
or university in the field of
their choice. This scholarship
is also open to current Oregon
college students from Coos
and Curry Counties who are
majoring in an agricultural
related field.

Financial need is not the
primary basis for selection but
is a factor in the selection pro-
cess. Academic performance,
agriculture achievement in
FFA or 4-H, and/or participa-
tion in school and community
activities are basic criteria
evaluated by the Coos-Curry
County Farm Bureau Scholar-
ship Committee.

Application forms are
available on the Oregon Farm
Bureau Scholarship website
or may be received by calling
541-347-3453. Complet-
ed applications with a high
school transcript or college
transcript are due April 1,
2026. Winners will be noti-
fied by April 15th.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CURRY COASTAL PILOT

Submissions for events can be sent by email to: pilotofficemgr@countrymedia.net. The deadline for submission is 4:30 pm Monday, the week prior to publication.

DAILY

* Daily Meal, 11:15 a.m.
—12:30 p.m., Chetco Ac-
tivity Center, 550 Chetco
Lane

WEDNESDAYS

* T*ai Chi, Chetco Activity
Center: 9:00 am — 10:30 am
and 12:00 pm — 1:30 pm.

* Line dance lessons, Elks
Lodge. Membership not
required. All donations wel-
come and appreciated, $2
minimum from all dancers.
11:30-12:00 absolute be-
ginners (new), 12:00 — 1:00
pm improver, 1:00-2:00 pm
intermediate.

* The Walking Group, Aza-
lea Park: 11:00 am. Meet
by Capella by the Sea. If
raining meet at Brookings
Harbor Shopping Center by
the barbershop. For infor-
mation 541-412-8664.

* Cribbage Club, Wild Rivers
Pizza: 5:30 pm.

* Afterschool Program,
Chetco Library: 1:30 pm —
4:00 pm. School aged kids
are welcome to come by
the library for a free snack
and to hang out, work on
homework, or craft using
supplies from the Maker
cart.

THURSDAYS

* Bridge, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:15 pm. Closed
on Thanksgiving.

* Widows and Widowers
Coffee Clique, Commu-
nity Center, Airport Way,
Gold Beach: 10:30 —
11:30 am.

» Easy Flow Yoga, Chet-
co Library: 5:30 pm. A

beginners’ yoga class
that includes standing
positions. For this class
it is recommended that
participants be able to
comfortably get up and
down from the floor.

* Rowdy Creek String
Band (open rehearsal),
Chetco Library: 10:00 am
—12:00 pm. A friend-
ly open rehearsal for
acoustic string instrument
players. Not a string
instrument player? Drop
in and listen.

* Checkmate Corner,
Chetco Library: 3:00
pm —5:00 pm. A weekly
chess club for players of
all ages and skill levels.
Can’t bring your own set?
Extra game boards are
available.

* Recreational Table
Tennis, 102 Park Street,
Brookings: 6:30 pm.
Love a good rally? Join
us. For intermediate
players who enjoy fast,
friendly matches and
great company. Bring
your paddle and hope to
see you soon.

FRIDAYS

* Bingo, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:00 pm — 12:30
pm. Closed Friday after
Thanksgiving.

* The Walking Group,
Azalea Park: 11 am. Meet
by Capella by the Sea. If
raining meet at Brookings
Harbor Shopping Center
by the barbershop. For in-
formation 541-412-8664

* Pinochle and other card
games, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:30 pm — 4:00 pm

* T’ai Chi, Chetco Activity

b

Center: 9:00 am — 10:30 am.

* Threads, Hooks, &
Needles, Chetco Library:
10:30 am. A fiber arts
club for knitters, sewers,
and more. Bring your
latest project and connect
with other fiber artists
over light refreshments in
the Makerspace.

» Teens Teach Tech, Chetco
Library: 2:00 pm — 4:00
pm. Drop by the Library
Annex with your device
or tech questions and
get help from a trained
Cyber-Senior Technology
Mentor. Our mentors are
young people who have
been trained to teach
technology to older adults
and are standing by to
help with your smart
phone, iPad or computer.
This free service is pre-
sented in partnership with
Harmony & Me Music.

SATURDAYS

e Men’s Club Golf, Salmon
Run Golf Course: 900
am. Friendly team and
individual play. Prizes,
laughs, good food and
drink. $65 annual fee
(includes OGA mem-
bership). All skill levels
welcome. For info call:
Bob K. 701-269-7822.
Saturday Shuffle: Magic
the Gathering and more,
Chetco Library: 1:00

pm. Stop by the library
every week for Saturday
Shuffle, where players
can bring their favorite
deck and play Magic: The
Gathering. Gamers of all
kinds are also welcome
to bring their favorite
card or board games from

&
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Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative 41

Find out if you have an unclaimed capital credit check from 2021

Coos-Curry Electric Cooper-
ative Inc. (CCEC) is searching
for members who have
unclaimed capital credit
checks issued in 2021. If you
were a member who received
electric service from CCEC
between 1993 and 1994, there
may be a capital credit check
from 2021 with your name

on it.

The names of members who
have unclaimed capital credits
paid in 2021 will appear in a
special insert within the Curry
Coastal Pilot newspaper. The
insert will be published at
least one time in January, Feb-
ruary, March and April 2026.
You can also Visit www.ccec.
coop/capital-credits to search
for your name.

What are capital credits?
Capital credits reflect each
member’s ownership in the
cooperative. You, as a mem-
ber, are an owner of CCEC,

Visit www.ccec.coop/capital-credits to view the unclaimed capital credit list.

and the allocated margins,

or capital credits, are just

one of the many advantag-

es of membership. Unlike
investor-owned utilities, CCEC
provides electric service to
our members at cost and any
profits from providing electric
service are paid back to the
members, and not paid to

out of the area shareholders.
Members invest in CCEC when
they buy power. Each year,
after all expenses have been
paid, any remaining margin
from providing electric service
are allocated to members as
capital credits in proportion to
their electric use.

Contact Us

Go to www.ccec.coop/
capital-credits to search for
your name. If you are not the
member listed, you must be
legally authorized to claim
one of these checks, includ-
ing checks for members who
are deceased.

A form is available to fill
out on the CCEC website.
Please provide your name,
the listed member’s name
and telephone number. A
member of our team will
contact you as soon as
possible. For additional
questions, contact us at
541-332-3931 or by email
at capitalcredits@cooscur-
ryelectric.com.

Unclaimed capital credits
will be forfeited and
reclaimed by CCEC as per-
manent equity six months
after the last published
notice. A portion of the re-
claimed capital credits are
distributed to community
organizations as charitable
donations for the benefit of
the communities we serve.
Visit www.ccec.coop/
capital-credits to search for
your name.

a

their own collections,

or browse the library’s
games, and find a crew to
play with.

* Saturday Storytime,
Chetco Library: 10:30
am. Stories, songs, and
games for young children.

MONDAYS

* Line dance lessons, Elks
Lodge. Membership not
required. All donations
welcome and appreci-
ated, $2 minimum from
all dancers. 11:30-12:00
absolute beginners (new),
12:00 — 1:00 pm improver,
1:00-2:00 pm intermediate.

TUESDAYS

* Brookings-Harbor
Garden Club Work Party,
10:00 am — 11:30 am,
Brookings Botanical
Garden. Come see how
you can help.

* Bridge, 12:15 pm, Chetco
Activity Center

* Line Dancing, Brookings
Elks Lodge, 6 pm — 8 pm
Donations requested.

* Storytime, Chetco Li-
brary: 10:30 am. Stories,
songs, and simple crafts
for young children.

* Tween Club, Chetco
Library: 3:30 pm. Youth
ages 10-13 are welcome
to hang out and explore
new interests and activi-
ties every week.

* Pinochle and other card
games, Chetco Activity
Center 12:00 pm —4:00 pm

» Amateur Radio Net
check-ins, Gasquet Net:
6:30 pm on 147.18, DN
Amateur Radio Club:
7:15 pm on 146.88. If you
are a licensed Ham Radio
operator, join us. You do
not have to be a member
of the Del Norte Amateur
Radio Club. Find out
what is happening around
the area. Registration
recommended, but team
signups are allowed the
day of if space allows.

JANUARY 28

* Craft & Connect with
Kim, Chetco Library:
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. This
month, join local artist
Kim for a step-by-step
art workshop. Theme and
project to be announced.
Please note, these work-
shops are designed for
crafters 18+. Spots limit-
ed. Registration required.

* Look-Back Book Club,
Chetco Library: 5:30
pm. Teens and adults
are invited to read the
classic books from their
childhoods and dare to
ask: how do they hold
up now? For January,
the group will read and
discuss Island of the
Blue Dolphins, by Scott
O’Dell.

JANUARY 30-31

* Escape Room—M ission
Z, Chetco Library: 10:00
am — 3:00 pm. The library
is turning the River Room
into an Escape Room.
Sign up with your team
and see if you can solve
this zombie-themed
puzzle in an hour or less.
Due to scary elements,
this escape room expe-
rience is recommended
for people 14 and older.
Spots limited. Call or vis-
it Chetco.librarycalendar.
com to sign up.

JANUARY 30

* Bingo, Brookings Elks
Lodge, 800 Elk Drive:
11:00 am. Early Bird - 3
games for $3. Regular -
13 games for $11. Lunch
available for $10. Free
screen when a non-perish-
able item is donated for
the Brookings food bank.

JANUARY 30-31

* Auditions for Four Old
Broads, The Chetco
Playhouse, 1240 Chetco
Ave: 6:00 pm. Charac-
ters: Beatrice Shelton — A
former burlesque star
with an attitude — Senior
Citizen, Eaddy Mae Clay-
ton — A former nurse and
“religious” lady — Senior
Citizen, Imogene Fletcher
— The newest resident at
Magnolia Place — Senior
Citizen, Pat Jones — A
rude and pushy nurse —
40s—50s, Maude Jenkins
— A funeral and soap
opera obsessed frump
— Senior Citizen, Sam
Smith — Retired Elvis
impersonator and Casano-
va — Senior Citizen, Ruby
Sue Bennett — A quiet,
romance novel loving
nurse — 30s+.

JANUARY 31

* BookTok Book Club,
Chetco Library: 1:00 pm.
Every final Saturday of
the month, adults are in-
vited to read and discuss
the books going viral on
social media. This month,
the group is reading and
discussing Before the
Coffee Gets Cold, by
Toshikazu Kawaguchi.

FEBRUARY 4

* Team Trivia Night,
Chetco Library: 5:30 pm.
Join us for a competitive,
family-friendly trivia
competition at the library.
Gather your dream team
of 2 to 4 players and put
your knowledge to the
test. This month’s theme:
Movies! Kids’ division
starts at 5:30, and the
teen/adult division starts

about 6:15. Registration
recommended, but team
signups are allowed the
day of if space allows.

FEBRUARY 6-8

* Out of Howard’s Head,
Three one act stories by
Howard Patterson, di-
rected by Tommy Jones,
Chetco Pelican Players,
1240 Chetco Ave: 7:00
pm Friday and Saturday,
2:00 pm Sunday. First
is (Flo and Cyn}. Two
adult women who are just
surviving from day to
day on the street. Sec-
ond is (Vince and Saul}.
Two adult gangster men
talking in a restaurant
with one younger woman
in late teens or early
twenties and one older
woman as waitresses. The
last is (Cal and Tang).
One older man and one
older woman who are
country and western stars,
being interviewed by a
young ambitious radio an-
nouncer, a younger man.
Tickets: $15 Adults & $7
Students. Doors open 45
minutes before the start of
the performance. Tickets
can be purchased at the
door or online at https://
www.Chetcopp.booktix.
com. To reserve specific
seating please call our
reservation line at 541-
469-1857.

FEBRUARY 6

* Community Scion Ex-
change, Chetco Library:
11:00 am — 12:30 pm.
Join us for our commu-
nity's 3rd Annual Scion
Exchange and Grafting
Demonstration. In addi-
tion to swapping fruit tree
scions at this event, you'll
also get a demonstration
of grafting techniques
with John Savage, a long-
time member of the Rare
Fruit Grower's Associa-
tion. Light refreshments
will be provided.

FEBRUARY 7

* Tabletop Takeover,
Chetco Library: All Day.
A monthly drop-in event
to play and connect with
other board game enthu-
siasts. Tweens, teens and
adults welcome.

 Afternoon Indie Films,
Chetco Library: 2:00 pm.
Sorry, We’re Dead. A free
monthly film screening
for the community, our
Afternoon Indie Film
events feature top film
selections from the Wild
Rivers Film Festival. Feb-
ruary’s Film Selection is
the award- winning dram-
edy Sorry, We’re Dead,
written and directed by
Alex Zajicek.

Have an opinion to share?
Send letters to the editor to:

PilotEditor@CountryMedia.net

CURRY g&
COASI ;"-LI_

SPILOT

| 'VETERAN PAINTING
&nd PRESSURE WASHING

Lic#i1124232!¢IFree Estimates
Interior/Exterior painting. Eachljob helpsito/support veterans.

707-954-9604

DAVINCI LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE

SENIOR AND VETERAN DISCOUNTS!!!
- BEST RATES IN TOWN -

Protect your property!
Full Service Landscaping & Maintenance

WIL
ST

Storage Units from 5x10 to 24x40

0w
GE

VeteranPainting2024@yahoo.com

KATHERINE MACE

Call 541-469-6119

Window Cleaning

Any type of Hauling « Excavation
Gutter Cleaning Specialist « General Debris Clean Up
Drainage Specialist

We take pride in making our community look beautiful.

Aadvertising Specialist

Call: 541-444-7924
\headquhtads@CountrvMedia.net

1-888-729-8980
Toll FREE 24hrs a day, 7 days a week

Window Cleaning
- Gutter Cleaning
« Pressure Washing
Residential

Contractors LIC
#1060054, 257302

DavinciConstruction88@gmail.com
Bonded & Insured in CA & OR

Steve Bowker - 541-254-3182
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By J. MARK POWELL

InsideSources.com

We hear a lot these days about
“fake news,” but it’s not a new com-
plaint. In fact, one wartime reporting
blunder hit America like a bombshell.
Here’s the story.

Mankind had never seen anything
like World War I. It featured brand-
new horrors such as poison gas,
bombs dropped from the sky, tanks
and machine guns. More than 70 mil-
lion people from 32 countries fought,
and 17 million died. An additional 20
million were wounded.

Folks desperately wanted the
war to end. When November 1918
arrived, it seemed peace was finally
within sight.

Which is where Roy Howard
enters the story. He was the president
of United Press (later United Press
International), a news service locked
in fierce competition with rival The
Associated Press.

With the war winding down, How-
ard was in Brest, France, on Nov. 7,
meeting with Adm. Henry Wilson,

the commander of American naval
forces there.

Exactly what happened next is
fuzzy. Wilson had just received word
(either by telegram or phone) from
a friend at the American Embassy
in Paris that an armistice had been
signed that morning. The war was
over!

Journalists spend their entire ca-
reer waiting for a scoop that big. And
Howard had it all to himself.

He asked Wilson if it was OK to
report the news. Sure, the admiral
said.

Howard sped off to the nearest
telegraph office, where he violated
UP’s rules. All dispatches coming
from France were to be signed by
Howard and William Simms, UP’s
foreign editor. But Simms was 375
miles away in Paris. Waiting to reach
him would jeopardize the exclusive.

So Howard simply forged Simms’
signature and sent these words:

“URGENT — ARMISTICE
ALLIES SIGNED ELEVEN
[this morning] — HOSTILITIES
CEASED TWO [this afternoon]

Guest Column

HOWARD-SIMMS.”

The news hit New York like a
bomb. Wall Street suspended trading
at 1 p.m. Stores closed, with one
merchant posting in his window,
“Too happy to work. Come back to-
morrow!” Traffic stopped as crowded
streets turned into impromptu block
parties. And of course, alcohol flowed
very, very freely.

The word Americans, and all peo-
ple the world over, had longed to hear
was finally being said. Peace.

Except it wasn’t. Across the
Atlantic, the war still raged in France.
Adm. Wilson’s friend had merely
passed along a rumor. And Howard
hadn’t bothered to confirm it.

When the news reached Washing-
ton, Secretary of State Robert Lan-
sing practically tripped over himself
issuing a denial. It hit the wires at
2:15 p.m.

However, the people rejected it.
They clung to what they wanted to
believe, that the war was indeed over,
and they weren’t going to let anyone
take it away from them. Angry mobs
destroyed copies of newspapers

HOLY COW! HISTORY:

America’s First Viral ‘Fake News’ Moment

that ran the denial and even briefly
attacked the Associated Press’ New
York office when it couldn’t confirm
an armistice.

Celebrations lasted all night across
the country.

Yet, by the next morning, there
could be no disputing it. Men were
still fighting and dying in the trench-
es. The UP had got it wrong.

The New York Times called it
“the most flagrant and culpable act
of public deception” in the history of
journalism. The New York Evening
Sun gloated that it hadn’t reported the
“fake news” as fact.

The armistice was actually signed
a few days later, “on the eleventh
hour of the eleventh day of the elev-
enth month.”

With the war really and truly over,
Americans did it all over again. The
so-called “False Armistice” of Nov. 7
had merely been a dress rehearsal for
the real thing on the 11th.

As for Roy Howard, he wiped the
egg off his face and soldiered on.

He headed the E.W. Scripps Com-

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28,2026 | 3

J. Mark Powell

pany in 1920, which later became
the Scripps-Howard newspaper and
broadcasting chain. He even inter-
viewed Josef Stalin in the Kremlin

in 1936. Yet, when Howard retired in
1953, his big mistake from 35 years
carlier still hounded him. And always
did.

“Fake news” has been around a
long time. It will likely still exist a
long time from now, too. And that’s
a fact.

ABOUT THE WRITER

J. Mark Powell is a novelist, for-
mer TV journalist and diehard history
buff. He is the author of “Witness to
War: The Civil War Told by Those

South Coast payroll employment rises
Coos County total payroll employment rose by 40 jobs in November,

according to the Oregon Employment Department

Er
|

Industries with estimated job gains over the month in-
cluded retail trade; transportation, warehousing, and util-
ities; and professional and business services, each adding
20 jobs. Government employment increased by 60 jobs
in November with gains in local government education
(+60), and federal government (+10). There was slight
Jloss.in local government excluding education and tri
employment (-10). Since November 2024, Coos County
payroll employment rose by 80 jobs, a gain of 0.3%.

Employment gains occurred in leisure and hospitality
(+110); retail trade (+90); manufacturing (+80); private
education and health services (+70); and construction
(+50).

Losses were estimated in professional and business
services (-130); transportation, warchousing, and utilities
(-40); and mining and logging (-20). Government em-
ployment fell by 110 jobs. Local government excluding
education and tribal employment fell by 160 jobs while
Indian tribal local government employment rose by 60
jobs over the year.

Curry County payroll employment fell by 100 jobs in
November, mostly due to a seasonally typical decline of
90 jobs in leisure and hospitality. Other sectors showed
little job movement.

Over the past year, Curry County payroll employment
climbed by 90 jobs for an increase of 1.3%. Job gains
were estimated in private education and health services
(+50); manufacturing (+50); and financial activities (+30).

Metro Creative Connection
There were 26,147 employed and 1,535 unemployed in November in Coos County and 7714 employed
and 531 unemployed in Curry County in November, according to the Oregon Employment Department.

Oregon Main Street Recognizes Port Orford,
Three Others as Newly Designated
Main Street Level Organizations

From OPRD

Oregon Main Street
(OMS) has advanced
Downtown Medford Asso-
ciation, North Bend Main
Street, Port Orford Main
Street, and Reedsport Main
Street to the Designated
Main Street level of the
OMS Network.

The Designated Main
Street level is a mark of
distinction that reflects
a demonstrated effort to

develop an impactful and
sustainable organization
focused on improving
a community’s historic
downtown by leveraging
partnerships and engag-
ing community members.
Communities at this level
have access to technical
assistance to help them
continue to strengthen their
efforts and impact.

All four of these
communities have a high
degree of commitment

to using the nationally
recognized place-based
Main Street Approach™
methodology to create last-
ing impact in enhancing
their historic downtowns.
They must have a cohesive
core of historic or older
commercial and mixed-use
buildings that represent the
community’s architectural
heritage and may include
compatible in-fill. They
must also have a suffi-
cient mass of businesses,

buildings, and density to
be effective, as well as be
a compact and walkable
district.

Previously, these organi-
zations have been partici-
pating in the OMS Network
at the Affiliated Main Street
level where they benefited
from technical assistance
from OMS staff to help
support their organization’s
development.

Currently, there are
over 100 communities in

-

COASTAL
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Anytime
Newspapers keep us connected,
no matter what.

R PILOT

Start the new
year clog-freel!

Claim by: 02/28/2026

15% OFF + 10%

We install year-round!

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

LeafFilter- Discount For
earriiter Seniors + Military  Promo: 285

includes 15% of plus an additional 10% off for qualf eniors. One coupon per household. for 1 year. full
wartanty detals
AZ RO(344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL (BCO56678, ID RCE-51604, IA (127230, LA 559544, MD MHICT11225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IRB10524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981.
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. ‘test of gutter guards in 2010 and

Oregon participating in the
Oregon Main Street Net-
work which includes the
following tiers: Accredited
Main Street, Designated
Main Street, Affiliat-
ed Main Street, Rural
Regional Main Street, and
Connected Communities.
There isn’t a fee to partic-
ipate in the Oregon Main
Street Network.

Oregon Main Street is
part of Oregon Heritage in
Oregon Parks and Rec-

Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sensation!

Call 1-877-392-5654 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU84

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

_ _IC: H6YU84

| 27% SAVINGS W

INCLUDING SHIPPING.

reation Department. For
more information on the
Oregon Main Street pro-
gram visit www.oregon-
mainstreet.org.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
—_—— ]
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Oregon Cracking Down on Abandoned Boats

From THE OREGON DEPT.
oF STaTE LANDS

Abandoned boats
continue to harm Oregon’s
rivers and coastlines.
From huge vessels like
the 100-foot Dredge Herb
Anderson, removed from
the Columbia River last
year, to smaller recre-
ational craft, these derelict
boats leak harmful toxins,
drift dangerously into
navigational channels, and
degrade water quality.

Oregon Department
of State Lands has been
leading the charge on this
issue since launching the
statewide Abandoned and
Derelict Vessel (ADV)
Program in Sept 2024.

“We can’t continue pol-
luting our Oregon water-
ways or risking a large ma-
rine accident,” said Kaitlin
Lovell, recently appointed
Director at Oregon De-
partment of State Lands,
“The scope of this issue
has motivated bipartisan
legislators and community
members along impacted
waterways to come togeth-
er for solutions.”

After a successful push
during the state’s 2025
legislative session, two
significant changes to state
law came into effect on
September 26, 2025.

* Streamlined Disposal:
Allows the state to classify
severely degraded ADVs
as marine debris, opening a

more efficient and cost-ef-
fective route for disposal.

* Reduced Administra-
tive Burden: Allows autho-
rized entities throughout
the state to remove ADVs
from the waterway without
a time- and resource-in-
tensive process, reducing
delays and red tape.

“The legislative wins for
this program might sound
like words on a page, but

Courtesy of 0DSL

Exterior of the Dredge Herb Anderson looking on to the Columbia

these are the systematic
changes we need to get
these dilapidated vessels
out of our waters,” said
Democratic State Repre-
sentative David Gomberg
from Oregon District 10.
In agreement was Re-
publican State Senator
Legislator Dick Anderson
from Lincoln City, “This
issue requires all of us to
stay vigilant for ways to be
more effective, and remov-

ing red tape is a good place
to start.”

In addition to legisla-
tive progress, Oregon’s
statewide ADV Program
secured a $1,000,000 grant
from the BoatUS Foun-
dation, with support from
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Marine Debris Pro-
gram. The dollars awarded
to Oregon will support
the removal and disposal

of dozens of high-priority
boats in counties through-
out Oregon.

“Some of the really
large vessels can cost
hundreds of thousands
of dollars when there is
toxic material,” said Aaron
Bretz, Deputy Director
of the Port of Newport,
“so obviously significant
funding is required, but
there’s also a lot of coor-

dination with the Coast
Guard, sheriff’s offices,
environmental regulators,
and companies equipped
to perform the complex
dismantling work.”

Coordination of in-
volved parties was top-of-
mind for Oregon Depart-
ment of State Lands when
updating the statewide
ADYV Program website to
include new procedures
for ADVs based on the
changes in state law.

A remaining challenge
for the nascent program
is stemming the flow of
ADVs into Oregon water-
ways.

“We pursue penalties
against owners who fail to
resolve their problems and
leave DSL to address the
hazards they’ve created,”
said Josh Mulhollem, the
Department’s Waterways
Stewardship Program
Manager. “But many of the
biggest, most expensive
cleanups are ships that
have already drained the
owner’s assets. Many peo-
ple just don’t understand
that bidding on a cheap
ship at auction can lead to
financial ruin.”

Despite the challenges
that remain, momentum is
building. With new tools,
funding, and partnerships
in place, Oregon’s ADV
Program is chartering
a clearer course toward
cleaner, safer, waterways.

Curry County Receives

Over One Million Dollars

in Congressionally Directed Spending for Jail Improvements

From CurrY CounTY BoARD oF COMMISSIONERS

The efforts of the Board of Commissioners to obtain funding for
critical jail improvements have paid off! Today, Curry County was
notified that both the Senate and House of Representatives have passed
a bill containing $1,031,000 to fund improvements and updates to the

Curry County Jail.

The push to secure this funding began in 2023 and was carried for-
ward through by the current Board of Commissioners and the Director
of County Operations. The County’s contracted lobbyist Accelerate

brought forward for consideration by Representative Val Hoyle and

U.S. Senators Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden.

Strategies, made it possible for the Jail infrastructure needs to be

Planned facility-wide improvements include upgrades to lighting,
plumbing, door locking systems, intercom and camera systems, as well
as a comprehensive overhaul of jail cells. This funding will allow the
Curry County Jail to increase its operational efficiencies and create a
more secure environment for everyone involved.

The Board of Commissioners appreciates the cooperation and shared
commitment of all parties involved in advancing this important project
for Curry County.

OBITUARIES

In Loving Memory of Doris Evelyn Marthaller Mullens:
A Tribute to a Life Well Lived and Deeply Loved

It is with heavy hearts
and cherished memories that
we announce the passing of
our beloved grandmother,
Doris Evelyn Mullens. She
left this world peacefully,
leaving behind a legacy
of kindness, wisdom, and
unwavering strength.

Doris was born on Thurs-
day, March 22, 1934, in
Mott, North Dakota, to John
and Beatrice Marthaller.
One of the eldest among
eight children, she grew up
during the Dust Bowl years,
a time that installed in her
resilience, resourcefulness, a
deep appreciation for family
and community.

Her family moved to
Washington State in the
1940’s for a little while
before moving to California.
Doris met the love of her
life, James Frank Mullens,

a Marine, and were married
in June 1953. Together, Jim

and Doris raised three chil-
dren: Charlene Rose Mul-
lens (deceased March 2020),
Charlotte Marie Mullens
(later Busche), and Keith
Allen Mullens (deceased
May 2025).

Doris is survived by her
daughter, Charlotte Busche,
as well as many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren,
and even great-great grand-
children.

Doris was a devoted
daughter and sibling, a
loving mother, a proud
grandmother, and a loyal
friend. Her warmth and
generosity touched everyone
she met, ensuring no one left
her home without a smile.
She found job in the simple
things: gardening and shar-
ing stories, her favorite book
“A Tree Grows In Brooklyn”
reflected her own apprecia-
tion for perseverance, family
bonds, and finding beauty

TJ’S CARPET CLEANING

Upholstery &
Hard Floor Cleaning

Residential & Commercial

(541) 251-1615

in life’s everyday struggles.
Her laughter was infectious,
her hugs comforting, and
her advice always heartfelt
and wise.

We remember her
strength, her compassion,
and the many beautiful mo-
ments we shared together.
Rest in peace, dear grandma
Doris. You will be deeply
missed but never forgotten.

In Loving Memory of Carolyn ""Sue' Prato

Carolyn Sue Prato, known

to all as Sue, was born in
Fort Thomas, Kentucky, and
passed away in Brookings,
Oregon, on November 28,
2025, due to complications
from Alzheimer’s disease.

She is survived by her
daughters, Margie Nelson
and Lelia Pollet; four grand-
children, Alicia Bennett,
Krystal Bennett, Ryan
Mills, and Hannah and Luke
Graham; 10 great-grand-
children. She is reunited
with her husband Tony, son
Johnny, brother Leland, and
her mother Marjorie.

Sue lived a full life char-
acterized by sharp capability
and a steadfast pursuit of her
many interests. She loved
to listen to classical music,
marching bands, and Neal
Diamond. After moving to
Washington D.C., she found
a new passion in going to
musicals, her favorite being
Cats as she also had a love
of animals, cats in particular.

She enjoyed a good game of
solitaire and loved the show
Murder She Wrote. Her
professional achievements
were many. She started out
selling magazine subscrip-
tions, then worked at the
famous Playboy club in New
Orleans, she was hired as a
tax examiner, where she ex-
celled and then earned a GS-
13 position with the Internal
Revenue Service in Wash-
ington, D.C., which was a
point of significant personal
pride, reflecting her dedica-
tion and intellect. Sue had
many attempts at true love
but felt she finally had this
with Theodore (Ted) Wilson
who she met in Arlington,
Virginia. Sadly, she was
widowed within a year of
their blissful marriage. Still,
she persisted and continued
accomplishing accolades at
her position with the I.R.S.
It was during this chapter
that she met Tony, and
together they built a shared

e

Barron’s

LIFT

Give yourself a Uft

We are very excited to introduce our new line of lift chairs;

Barron’s LIFT

Available in multiple body styles with a number of options, Barron’s lift
has the customizability people are looking for when they need it most.

Featuring

e Independent Leg Lift & Back Recline ¢ USB Charging Port
e 350lb Weight Limit e High Density Foam Options
e Varying Widths e Power Headrest* e Power Lumbar*
e | ay Flat Mechanism e Extended Footrest
e Quick Delivery on Suggested Floor Fabric.

%= *Options may vary by style

Down the Hwy from our Main Store
97885 Shopping Center Ave.
Harbor, OR e 541-412-1226

/A BARRON'S

HOME FURN|SHINES
[acd SLELFCIHTEE]

o

410 Oak Street ® Brookings, OR
541-412-0250 * 800-667-9990
Text anytime: 541-230-9368 )

N

Starting at

899

life of simple, practical joys,
and mischievous —hunting
for deals, sampling new
foods, and taking on new
adventures in libraries, book
stores, museums, and more.
Later, she found quiet focus
in her garden, cultivated

a keen eye at thrift stores,
collected depression glass,
cat statues, and enjoyed the
camaraderie and chance of a
bingo hall.

Sue's story was one of
inner grace, self-defined pur-
suits, and quiet resilience.
Her memory is carried
forward by those who loved
her, demonstrating the prac-
tical skills she honed, the
independence she valued,
and the clear, direct way she
engaged with the world.

Her family extends their
appreciation to the caregiv-
ers at Monarch Gardens for
their dedicated support.

Condolences and fond
memories may be shared
with the family online at
www.redwoodmemorial.net.

BE IN THE KNOW Find breaking news first at www.CurryPilot.com

Everyone,
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The mWorld

www.theworldlink.com
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Wild Rivers Coast

Placing a classified ad is Easy and Fast

O (707) 460-8655 Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
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Misc Services

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET Get your favorite live
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No
annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Com-
plete preparation. Includes
children, custody, support,
property and bills division.
No court appearances.
Divorced in 1-5 weeks pos-
sible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck,

boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at
1-844-533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On
Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600
In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

waiving ALL installation
costs! Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and
vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/31/25.) Call 1-855-341-
5268.

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call
today 1-855-536-8838 to
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty and
offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit!
Call 855-839-0752.

POLICE BLOTTER

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-557-1912
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move.

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and

No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional in-
stallation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-844-847-9778.
We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk
car with no hoops, haggles
or headaches. Sell your car
to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free
pickup. Fast payment. Call
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-
249-8679.

700
Misc/Trade

108 ft of 1-inch black poly
pipe. 160 psi. $75. 541-813-
2603.

999

Public Notices

In the Circuit Court of

Oregon for the County of

Curry

In the matter of the estate

for Myrna G Rosenbaum,

deceased.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR CURRY COUNTY
PROBATE DEPARTMENT

999

Public Notices

In the Matter of the Estate of:
CHARLES MARKS, Deceased.
Case No. 26PB00071
NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned has been
appointed personal represen-
tative of the above estate. All
persons having claims againsi
the estate are required to pres-
ent the same within four months
from this date at the law offices
of Watkinson Laird Rubenstein,
P.C., 1246 N.E. Seventh Street,
Suite B, Grants Pass, Oregon
97526; claims not so presented

may be barred.

The rights of the heirs and de-
visees may be affected by this
proceeding. Additional informa-
tion may be obtained from the
Court records, the personal rep-
resentative or the attorneys for
the estate.

Dated and Published: January
28, 2026

Steve Nichols, Personal Repre-
sentative

1/28/2026 Pilot 422868

The police blotter is an excerpt of a public record of incidents as reported by law-enforcement agencies. All individuals arrested or charged with a crime are
innocent until proven guilty. The information printed is preliminary and subject to change. For a list of missing items found in the Brookings area, you can visit the
police services page of the city of Brookings website at www.brookings.or.us/134/police-services and follow the link near the bottom of the page.

Monday 01/12:

* 9:17 Chetco Point, viola-
tion of city ordinance

* 12:25 16996 Old County
Rd, dispute/fight

* 15:48 16985 Old County
Rd, criminal trespass

*23:29 98141 W Benham
Ln, dispute/fight

Tuesday 01/13:

©11:21 98126 W Benham
Ln, civil problem

©12:18 17529 Long Acre
Loop, fire

¢ 13:05 640 Old County

Rd, harassment

Wednesday 01/14:

¢ 8:57 1240 Chetco Ave,
illegal camping

*9:29 711 Chetco Ave,
disorderly conduct

¢ 10:54 401 Fir St, unautho-
rized use of a vehicle

* 11:43 Social Security Bar,
illegal camping

¢ 15:43 Chetco and 5th,
intoxicated subject

* 16:34 640 Old County Rd,
stalking

* 17:15 96862 Duley Creek
Rd, fire

* 18:27 Hwy 101 and Pistol
River, traffic crash

* 21:05 722 Chetco Ave,
civil problem

Thursday 01/15:

Friday 01/16:

*(0:02 906 Chetco Ave,
warrant service

* 5:25 Mill Beach, loud
noise

* 14:15 656 Chetco Ave,
theft

* 16:00 325 5th St, theft

* 16:09 Chetco and Alder,
traffic crash

* 21:39 98059 Gerlach Ln,
fire alarm

Saturday 01/17:

*0:24 1111 Chetco Ave,
criminal trespass

* 0:48 325 5th St, criminal
trespass

 3:29 857 Brookhaven Dr,
juvenile problem

* 3:53 Stout Park, loud
noise

* 9:11 547 Chetco Ave,
alarm

* 9:35 Elk Dr, fire alarm

* 14:26 248 Wharf St, theft

* 14:48 1130 Ransom Ave,

Donate Your Vehicle

dispute/fight

* 15:22 16261 Hwy 101 S,
unlawful entry of a motor
vehicle

e 15:53 1143 Chetco Ave,
criminal trespass

Sunday 01/18:
©12:17 248 Wharf St, hit
& run

*14:08 1130 Ransom
Ave, juvenile problem

®14:44 521 Fir St, civil

problem

¢ 16:45 500 5th St,
assault

*18:30 98228 Tuttle Ln,
criminal trespass

*18:51 1143 Chetco
Ave, criminal trespass

©19:36 15645
Oceanview Dr,
unauthorized use of a
vehicle

©20:10 98059 Gerlach
Ln, dispute/fight

4 Everyone, Anywhere,
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Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

1 12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

CALL US: 1-866-335-3689

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

Yy

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

i #@

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov'’t fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

BE IN THE KNOW

Find breaking news first at: www.CurryPilot.com

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible £ [ -

and the proceeds help provide services to
© o

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE -
When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
& v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay

Call 1-844-533-9173

v a $200 restaurant
voucher

»

Star of the Sea

Catholic Church
Justus Alaeto, Pastor

Lighthouse

Christian Science
Assembly of God

Church of Christ Chureh _ |

820 Old 5C4(2|u2t6ng2dé183rookings e g, 0 2 BEEEC 172dZZ Passlgy Rd., Brookings 429 Pine St. at Redwood Spur, | — f‘rl‘lueliﬁa ge
- . ek Get A Vision Screening Annually for the
Tuesday Mass................. 5:15 p.m. Sunday School..................... 9:30am Sunday MoBrlr;)llngSt d 10 Brpoklngs | — : ind
Wednesday Mass. .5:15 p.m Sunday Worshi 10:30am [ole Stuay..... am Sunday Service............ 11 a.m.
y p )
Friday Mass.......... 5:15 p.m Thursday Youth Group 5:00pm Sunday Morning Sunday School............ 11 a.m.
:30 p.m Wednesﬁa Bible Studv.... 6:00 " Worship Assembly...11:00am | | Wednesday Testimony Mtg..6 p.m. oo
gg p.m scay e DD Wednesday Bible Class.....3pm Reading Room: Chetco ACthlty Center
a.m Wed. Lighthouse Kids.......... 6:00pm i Monday & Wednesday..1-3 p.m. Invit to Join Us thi Kk
First Friday every month Adoration . Evangelist: Darryl A Cope or by appointment nvies you 1o Join Us this wee
4p.m. & Mass 6 p.m. Doug Jamieson, Pastor 541-469-6453 or www.BrookindsCSC .com for a Delicious, Nutritious Hot Lunch
First Saturday every month Mass 9 a.m. 541-469-3458 - _ i L 4
https://staroftheseastcharles.org/ 541-469-0191 541-469-2398 or 469-3333 S50 CNEE0 LAE, [ETOURNGE 52 4500522
i e L Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
Faith Baptist Church To Gob Be The Glory SEVENTH-DAY 1 2
Christian Community Church Lunch served 11:15 - 12:30 Mon - Fri.
Fundamental Independent ADVENTIST y "
409 Hillside Ave. Unit C 15138 McVay Lane . Menu may change wﬂhoutl notice. Meals cost Closed Closed
r Brooki ngé ' d - Pastor Barry Kimbrough $10 to prepare - Donations requested. Happy New
il Grace 541-412-1070 Sile S Thursdays 7:00pm | | 102 Park Ave, Brookings 5 6 . Ty
p— Sunday School..... eI
—y — LUtheran Morm?wlg Preachin Saturday Bible Study.....10:00am Beefy ChiliWith  Cheesy Ravioli  ChickenTaco  Herb Baked Fish Chili Dog
Evening Preaching... . X X L (All Ages) Beans Breadsticks Salad Italian Rice Garlic Roasted
Church Wednesday Bible Study...7 p m C':rlends thc> }:\ke hChL;St';” Saturday Worship.......... 11:15am Conbread Chef's Blend Ricse Gre/en Beans Potatoes
ommunit, urch - Harbor Spinach Corn Salsa W/ Mushr Chef’s Blend
(LCMS) P';:::(r'\'i‘r?gfg;l3:‘;{)“",5':?“2';’:;' 5 yC it Also on Facebook and Youtube. p] 9 13 14 15 16
9:00am All Ages Bible Study " £ e astor Carl Smiti https://www.facebook.com/
b . . " . .

Childcare Available just what you're looking for! 541-659-9352 7thdayadventistbrookings/ MeatioafWith  OvenFrChick  PorkRibsWith  TunaNoodle  Sloppy Joe's OnA
10:15am “The Story” Worship  a - Mush Gravy Tenders Sauerkraut Casserole Wh Wht Bun
11:15am Fellowship Mashed Potato ~ Au Gratin Potat ~ Mash Sweet Potat  Seasoned Beets  Baked Potato

188 E Cooper, Crescent City S . th R. Carrots Brussel Sprouts  Collard Greens Comn Chef’s Blend
www.GraceLutheranCC.com mi 1ver 19 20 21 22 23
— — Ham & Bean Soup ~ ChickAndn  Corn Bf Hash Reub Lemon Bkd Fish ~ Bacon Wrap Bf
1 1 . . Peanut Butter &  Dumpl Cassero Casserole Baked Beans ~ Mac N’ Cheese
se‘l-l\s\gﬁtl.stday F‘:L:“?ICk Bible Church Smlth Rlver summ JellySandw On ~ Mashed Potates ~ Glazed Carrots ~ w/Bac & Oni Roasted
“Grace Alone, R Wh Wht Bread Green Beans Succotash Peas & Carrots Vegetables
Ch u rCh f fthn;;u%h tZ;riSt::;ME’ Baptlst Chu]_'Ch Pﬂ:ﬂl::ﬁ“ﬂ:ﬂ”ﬂ 26 27 28 29 30
1770 Northcrest Dr., Crescent City i . for God’s Glory Alone” - astor Pat Henderson
707-464-2738 ., ..+ 6725Lake Earl Dr. 340 Highland Avenue, (707) 460-1696 Sausage Grawy  KielbasaWith ~ Vegertarian ~ TunaSalad On  Turkey Stuffing
Pastor Mason Philpot Sunday School - 9:30am Smith River 3180 S Fred D Haight Drive Biscuits Sauerkraut Spaghetti Whole Wheat Mashed
Crescent Cit Y S . Smith River, CA 95567 e (707) 460-1696 Scrambled Eggs  Cheesy Mashed  Garlic Bread Bun, Lettuce, Potatoes
Seventh-day Adven t)!s t School Sunday Service - 10:45am Just off Hwy. 101 o von Potatoes Creamed Com  Tomato, Pickle ~ Gravy Green
Grades 1-8 207-464-2738 Sugﬁyr?;pfg- l?ln gﬁcebﬁok (707) 487-5275 Sun 10:00am * Wed 6:30pm Chef's Blend Bean Salad Beans
ortDickBibleChurcl ids Mini i
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3. LANGUAGE: Which language is
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Overhaul of Oregon school funding formula,
goals of public education has lawmakers at odds

By: ALEx BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Lawmakers will have a
month to debate a bill that
would get rid of the state’s
27-year-old education
funding model and change
standards for schools’
receiving funding

There’s an ambitious
effort underway at the
Capitol to overhaul how
the state determines fund-
ing levels for schools, but
lawmakers are torn over
the timing and larger ques-
tions about the goals of
Oregon’s public education
system.

Sen. Janeen Sollman,
D-Hillsboro, and Rep.
Ricki Ruiz, D-Gresham,
co-chairs of the six-mem-
ber Joint Public Education
Appropriation Committee,
are spearheading the over-
haul of Oregon’s school
funding process, including
what schools must demon-
strate to receive funding.

On Thursday, the two
shared with the commit-
tee a proposal that would
entirely do away with
Oregon’s 27-year-old
Quality Education Model,
the 11-member Quality
Education Commission
that produces recommend-
ed school funding levels
every two years, and the
education appropriation
committee the two law-
makers lead. Lawmakers
would have one month to
debate and pass the bill
that has generational im-
pact during the legislative
session beginning Feb. 2.

“I think the job of our
committee is really to dig
in and do a lot of this work
and look at the issues,”
Sollman explained, adding
that Oregon’s system is
outdated and that “no
other state has a QEM-type
model.”

Since 1999, the Quality
Education Commission,
staffed by the Oregon De-
partment of Education, has
researched best practices
and determined how much
money is needed for a
successful public educa-
tion system, with the main
target of reaching a 90%
statewide graduation rate.
The commission gives its

Kids'

Maze

findings, presented as the
Quality Education Model,
to the education appro-
priation committee and
governor every two years
to guide budget decisions.

Notably, in the history
of the model and commis-
sion, the Legislature has
only fully funded schools
to the recommended level
once, when they passed
in 2025 arecord $11.4
billion for schools during
the 2025-26 and 2026-27
school years.

Under Sollman’s and
Ruiz’s bill, the task of re-
searching and determining
how much money schools
need would instead go to
the Legislative Policy and
Research Office, which
would contract and work
with a public or private
firm that undertakes school
finance analysis. As part
of the analysis, researchers
would have to hold panels
with educators across the
state about school needs.

The policy and research
office would then pres-
ent recommendations for
school funding levels to
the Legislature’s bud-
get-writing Joint Ways and

Means Committee every
eight years. During inter-
vening two-year budget
cycles, the Department of
Administrative Services
would adjust the recom-
mended spending levels to
account for inflation and
other costs.

Split over standards

The bill would also
modify what the state’s
“quality goals for public
education” are, Sollman
and Ruiz explained to law-
makers. It would define a
“standard school district,”
able to receive state and
federal funding, as one
where all teachers are
licensed.

Schools would be
expected not just to meet
a 90% graduation rate but
to hit goals and standards
established in a 2024 edu-
cation accountability law.
That law requires school
districts to set goals with
the Oregon Department of
Education for improving
third grade reading scores,
eighth grade math scores,
ninth grade on-track rates,
four- and five-year grad-
uation rates, and regular
attendance rates.

But lawmakers said the
state education department
is still working out some
of the goals and standards
discussed in the education
accountability bill and how
they’ll be reported.

Rep. Emily MclIn-
tire, R-Eagle Point, said
schools have been begging
lawmakers to stop passing
legislative changes that
cost them more time and
money in reporting.

“I think that our schools
are saying, ‘please stop.
Please leave us alone.
Please don’t do anything
else. Please halt.” And this,
to me, is such a ginormous
change, especially when
we don’t have the overhaul
of (the 2024 law) done
yet,” she said. “It feels like
one of these things that
we’re going to do, and then
we’re going to find out
what actually is required.”

Rep. Susan McLain,
D-Forest Grove and a
40-year teacher who has
played a large role in state
education policy in the
Legislature, told her col-
leagues on the committee
that “there’s a lot in this
bill that shocked me.”

Puzzles on page 6
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The group had been
discussing for years doing
away with the old school
funding model and the
commission in charge of
it, she said, but she was
not prepared to completely
change what schools have
to demonstrate in order to
receive funding.

“This bill is not just
about doing away with the
quality education model,
or doing away with the
appropriation committee. It
also has to do with respon-
sibilities for other parts
of our system, and it has
standards for other parts of
our system,” she said.

Ruiz said enforcing
more nuanced targets and
standards that schools need
to demonstrate in receiv-
ing funding would bring
greater public trust in the
schools and in the Legis-
lature’s ability to ensure
schools are improving and
meeting the Legislature’s
expectations.

“I’m just sick and
tired that we put so much
money into the education
system and we’re seeing
little to no progress,” Ruiz
said.

Photo by Alex Baumhardt/Oregon Capital Chronicle
Chiloquin Elementary School is part of the Klamath County School District in southern Oregon. Lawmakers are proposing an overhaul to the state's 27-year-old
school funding model.

The committee ultimate-
ly agreed to advance the
bill and debate it during
the legislative session.

“I don’t think I’ve ever
been in a committee where
I’ve had to say: ‘OK, I'm
going to give a courtesy
yes,” and think, ‘oh my
gosh, what would happen
if it passed?’ And that’s
where I’m at,” McLain
said.

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/01/16/
overhaul-of-oregon-
school-funding-formula-
goals-of-public-education-
has-lawmakers-at-odds/

Oregon Capital Chron-
icle is part of States
Newsroom, a network of
news bureaus supported by
grants and a coalition of
donors as a 501¢(3) public
charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact
Editor Lynne Terry for
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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