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ODOT Southwest Oregon
Construction Report for Curry County iies Rural

U.S. 101 (Oregon Coast High-
way), MP 312, Arizona Land-
slide repair ($18.3 million)

This project will help reduce
ground movement at the Arizona
Landslide Complex, located 12
miles south of Port Orford, by
building a deep shaft that will act
as a giant catch basin for the new
drainage system. Construction
is scheduled for completion in
November 2026.

Most work will take place on
the west side of the highway.
Drivers should watch for con-
struction workers, equipment and
vehicles along the shoulder.

U.S. 101 (Oregon Coast High-
way), MP 327.4-329.5 (Gold
Beach) and MP 354.8-359.3
(Brookings), ADA curb ramp
replacement project ($2,310,000)

This project will improve
pedestrian facilities by build-

ing ADA-compliant sidewalk
curb ramps at approximately 31
intersections in Brookings, Gold
Beach, Myrtle Point and Rose-
burg. All work is scheduled to be
completed by July 16, 2026.
Construction involves eight
intersections in Gold Beach (U.S.
101 from Wedderburn Loop
Road to Kerber Drive, MP 327 .4-
329.5) and 12 in Brookings (U.S.
101 from Dawson Road/OR 255

to Benham Lane, MP 354.8-
359.3).

In both communities, watch
for intermittent lane, shoulder
and sidewalk closures. Con-
struction will likely take place
Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 4
p.m., though traffic impacts
may continue 24/7 through the
work zone. When sidewalks
are closed, alternate pedestrian
routes will be provided.

Understanding the Oregon

Legislature: How laws get
passed - and how to participate

Here's our civilian’s guide to the 2026 Oregon legislative session

By Mia MaLDoNADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Whether you’re wondering
when the state will finally fix that
pothole, whether new restrictions
on artificial intelligence are com-
ing or if tips will be taxed despite
new federal policies, what hap-
pens at the Oregon Capitol has
impacts on all Oregonians.

On Monday, the Oregon Leg-
islature convened in Salem for a
month-long legislative session,
during which elected officials
will pass state laws and decide
which agencies and programs re-

Photo by Ben Botkin/Oregon Capital Chronicle
Members of the Joint Committee on Addiction and Community Safety Re-
sponse listen to testimony about drug overdoses on Wednesday, Feb. 7,2024.

ceive more funding— and which
face cuts— in the state’s 2025-27
budget.

This year, Oregon’s most-
ly-Democratic legislature is
expected to craft bills addressing
the federal government’s immi-
gration crackdown and Oregon’s
cost of living, as well as a gap
in the state’s budget caused by
a new tax and spending law
President Donald Trump signed
in July.

How does that process work?
Let’s start with the basics.

What is the Oregon Legisla-
ture?

[ .

The Oregon Legislature is
the body that makes state laws.
It consists of the House of
Representatives, which has 60
members elected for two-year
terms, and the Senate, whose
30 members are elected to serve
four-year terms.

To find the lawmakers rep-
resenting you, visit the state’s
interactive map.

Democrats hold 18 of 30 seats
in the state Senate and 37 of 60
in the state House. That gives
them the three-fifths supermajor-
ity needed to approve new taxes
or fees or increase existing ones

without Republican support.

Each representative represents
a geographic district of about
70,600 Oregonians, while sena-
tors represent districts of about
141,000.

How often does the Oregon
Legislature meet?

In odd years, the Oregon
Legislature has 160 days to craft
laws and pass a budget for the
next two years. In even years,
lawmakers have 35 days to make
laws and adjust the two-year
budget they crafted from the
previous year.

If an emergency arises when
the Oregon Legislature isn’t in
session — such as in late August,
when Gov. Tina Kotek called on
lawmakers to address a major
transportation maintenance fund-
ing gap — the governor may
call for a special session, man-
dating that lawmakers come back
to Salem to resolve an issue.

How does a bill become law?

Each bill starts out as a leg-
islative concept introduced by a
lawmaker or committee. Once
introduced, a bill gets assigned
a number and then the bill is
sent to a committee for a public
hearing.

There are dozens of com-
mittees between the Oregon
Senate and House, each of which
focuses on specific issues such
as education, government, labor
and housing. Committees have
bipartisan membership and hold
public hearings on bills to hear
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PRress RELEASE

Coos-Curry Electric
Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC)
and the Coos-Curry Electric
Charitable Foundation are
opening doors to outstanding
educational opportunities for
local high school students.
With applications now being
accepted for the 2026 Wash-
ington Youth Tour and mul-
tiple scholarship programs,
CCEC is encouraging young
people throughout its service
territory to take the next step
in their educational journey.

Washington D.C. Youth
Tour (2026)

The Washington D.C.
Youth Tour represents one
of the most transformative
experiences CCEC offers
to a deserving student. Last
summer, CCEC's representa-
tive, Sheila Larson from Port
Orford, joined 27 student
leaders from across rural
America for an unforgettable
week in Washington, D.C.
The experience included
Capitol Hill meetings, visits
to iconic American land-
marks, and engagement with
national policymakers, all
designed to inspire the next
generation of community
leaders.

"The Youth Tour is in-
credibly meaningful," says
Kelsey Bozeman, CCEC
Senior Communications
Specialist. "When Sheila
stepped off the plane in
D.C., she carried with her
the spirit of her coastal
community of 1,200 resi-
dents and the determination
that earned her a spot on
the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association's
prestigious tour. We're so
proud to have young leaders
as future members of this
cooperative."

The Youth Tour experi-
ence is comprehensive; an
American civics lesson com-
bined with leadership devel-
opment. Participants visit the
Smithsonian museums, meet
with members of Congress,
tour the Kennedy Center,
and witness the democratic
process firsthand. From the
Arlington Cemetery to the
World War II Memorial,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Oregon’s cities, small to large, deserve the ability to
make decisions that reflect their own needs, not one-size-
fits-all mandates from Salem. As Mayor of Rogue River,
I’ve seen firsthand how outdated state laws governing
Transient Lodging Tax (TLT) spending restrict our ability
to maintain essential services and prepare for future
growth.

Rogue River has had a 6% TLT since 1986, generating
about $100,000 annually. Because our tax predates cur-
rent statutes, we can use these dollars flexibly to support
police, parks, streets, and other basic services. But if we
were to raise our rate—even just to match neighboring
cities—we would immediately lose that flexibility. State
law would require 70% of any new revenue to be spent
solely on tourism promotion or narrowly defined tourism
facilities, leaving only 30% for core community needs.

For small cities with lean budgets, that’s simply
unworkable. In addition, increasing the tax would force
Rogue River to boost reimbursement payments to lodging
operators from 0.5% to 5%, further reducing the funds
available for essential services.

The reality is that the kinds of investments small
communities need like park restrooms, pedestrian safety
improvements, street repairs, and police services benefit
both residents and visitors. Yet many of these priorities
don’t qualify under Oregon’s restrictive definition of
“tourism-related facilities.”

Across Oregon’s 241 cities, the message is the same:
local leaders know what their communities need. I urge
the Legislature to modernize TLT rules, update the defini-
tion of eligible tourism facilities, and allow Oregon cities
the flexibility to thrive.

-Pam VanArsdale, Mayor City of Rogue River

To whom it may concern,

As a lifetime resident of Curry County, former Mayor
of Brookings and health care professional with decades
of experience in community-based care, frontline nursing,
and hospital administration, I strongly support Commis-
sioner Lynn Coker as he seeks reelection to the Curry
County Board of Commissioners.

Rural communities like ours face increasingly com-
plex challenges that require strong and effective leaders.
Addressing the current difficulties of our county such
as sustaining a qualified workforce, decreased reim-
bursement rates, increasing behavioral health needs, and
expanding regulations are challenging tasks. In addition,
there is mounting pressure on community partners like
emergency services, law enforcement, courts, corrections,
and rehabilitation systems, all of which need an effective
voice. Quite simply, there is a lot of work ahead that
requires strong, talented and experienced local leadership.
These challenges are not solved through complacency,

POLICE BLOTTER

doing things as they have always been done; nor are they
solved with ideology or short-term fixes. They require
steady guidance, systems thinking, new ideas, fiscal dis-
cipline, and the ability to coordinate institutions that too
often operate in silos. Commissioner Coker understands
this reality. He approaches health and public-safety issues
not as isolated problems, but as interconnected systems
requiring coordinated, data-informed solutions. His
leadership reflects a clear understanding of how unman-
aged crisis response accelerates costs, strains frontline
workers, and erodes public trust—and how early stabili-
zation, accountability, and the responsible use of state and
federal resources can improve outcomes while protecting
taxpayers.

Equally important, Commissioner Coker brings cred-
ibility, calm, and respect to difficult conversations. He
listens, asks the right questions, and focuses on measur-
able results rather than rhetoric.

Curry County needs leadership that protects our
essential institutions, supports the local workforce, and
delivers practical solutions for community. Lynn Coker
is the right man for the job. I support Lynn Coker for
Commissioner.

Isaac Hodges

Brookings

The police blotter is an excerpt of a public record of incidents as reported by law-enforcement agencies. All individuals arrested or charged with a crime are
innocent until proven guilty. The information printed is preliminary and subject to change. For a list of missing items found in the Brookings area, you can visit the
police services page of the city of Brookings website at www.brookings.or.us/134/police-services and follow the link near the bottom of the page.

Monday 01/26: Tuesday 01/27:

e 9:50 Chetco and Hillside, ©12:22 16695 Crown
violation of city ordinance ~ Terrace Rd, threats

* 12:29 500 5th St, traffic ® 3:24 Mill Beach, loud
crash noise

¢ 12:40 621 Chetco, disor- @ 10:38 401 Fir St, crimi-
derly conduct nal mischief

¢ 13:46 713 Old County Rd, ©16:08 464 Mendy St,

threats theft
* 15:19 550 Chetco Ln, hit @ 18:04 1540 Seacrest Ln,
& run theft

* 15:54 McVay Rock State
Park, threats

* 21:36 840 Railroad St,
alarm

©18:47 325 5th St, crimi-
nal trespass

©19:28 Hyw 101 and
South Bank Chetco, hit
& run

*19:50 1 milu up North service
Bank Chetco River Rd, ¢ 13:42 505 Pacific Ave,
DUl harassment

©19:54 325 5th St, crimi-
nal trespass

Thursday 01/29:
Wednesday 01/28:

* 14:26 625 Pioneer Rd,
minor in posession/pur-
chasing liquor

* 15:20 97883 Court St, hit

* 19:17 6577 Lucky Ln, fire

* 1:13 Hwy 101 MP 362,
traffic crash

* 2:39 513 Pine St, loud
noise

& run
* 9:09 16695 Crown Ter-
race, dispute/fight
* 11:15 217 Schooner Bay . X
Dr, threats Friday 01/30:

* 12:37 Bridge St, warrant « 4:52 906 Chetco Ave,

disorderly conduct
* 13:00 325 5th St, shot(s)

criminal trespass
* 9:32 Spruce and Fern,

violation of city ordinance  fired
¢ 10:36 542 Pacific Ave, hit ¢ 17:56 401 Fir St, criminal
& run trespass

¢ 14:30 Hemlock and Ald,
violation of city ordinance

¢ 16:21 621 Chetco Ave,
disorderly conduct

* 18:49 Hwy 101 MP 353,
traffic crash

Saturday 01/31:

¢ 10:45 550 Chetco Ln,
loitering
* 11:42 16261 Hwy 101 S,

*19:45 16117 Hwy 101
criminal trespass

Sunday 02/01:

©1:45 1016 Chetco Ave,
illegal camping

5:03 1016 Chetco Ave,
criminal trespass

from the Monuments to the
offices of senators and rep-
resentatives, the week offers
perspectives that are valued by
students and their communities for years to come.

"The program's power lies in the connections it forges,"
explains Bozeman. "Students from 27 states return home
with new perspectives on rural America, stronger com-
mitment to service, and expanded horizons. That's the real
impact."

Scholarships

From page 1

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

B—

Donate Your Vehicle Today -

866-695-9265 N

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acaquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a cal at (866) 695-9265.

Represent CCEC at the National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association's prestigious

Washington D.C. Youth Tour. This all-expense-paid
opportunity brings together young leaders from across
rural America for a week of civic engagement, leadership
development, and unforgettable experiences in our na-
tion's capital. Applicant must be a high-school sophomore
headed into their junior year.

Deadline: February 14, 2026.
Application & Details: https://www.ccec.coop/youth-tour

Educational Scholarships for Every Path

For students pursuing higher education, whether at
four-year universities, trade schools, or community
colleges, CCEC and its Charitable Foundation offer three
scholarship programs totaling $14,000 in opportunities:

CCEC Scholarship:
$1,000 scholarships for high school seniors planning to
attend college, university, trade school, or community
college. Students must maintain a 3.0 GPA and demonstrate
academic excellence, community engagement, and leader-
ship. Deadline: March 15, 2026.

Apply: https://www.ccec.coop/scholarships

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN

S STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

[#% BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

CALL US: 1-866-335-3689

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible _L_x'._-n-h

&3 K

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

v a $200 restaurant
voucher

Call 1-844-533-9173

l—lerltage
Wior heBlind

and the proceeds help provide services to
help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Get A Vision Screening Annua lly

CCECF Luck of the Draw Scholarship:

$1,000 scholarships awarded through random drawing
to all qualified applicants, ensuring every eligible student
has an equal opportunity. These scholarships prioritize
students planning to pursue skilled trades in high-demand
fields.

Application deadline: March 15, 2026.

Apply: https://www.ccecf.org/

New! CCECF Trade Scholarship:
$1,000 scholarships specifically designed for students plan-
ning to attend trade school, technical college, or apprentice-
ship programs in fields such as electrical, HVAC, plumbing,
welding, carpentry, automotive, maritime, and health care.
This new program reflects CCEC's commitment to work-
force development and skilled trades.

Apply: https://www.ccecf.org

"Education is the catalyst that propels dreams into
reality," says Keith Buchhalter, CCEC Marketing and
Member Services Manager. "We are honored to support
the recipients of these scholarships as they embark on
their educational journeys. These young people have the
potential to shape our communities and make a lasting
impact."

SERVICE NOTICE

A memorial service for Janet Fritch will be held at St.
Charles Catholic Church on Saturday, February 21, 2026 at
1:00 PM and a Celebration of Life will follow at the Event
Center on the beach - Showcase building at 2:30 PM.

Have an opinion to share?
Send letters to the editor to:
PilotEditor@CountryMedia.net

CURRY g&

HERERPILOT

| 'VETERAN PAINTING
And PRESSURE WASHING

Lic# 1124232
Interior/Exterior pamtmg__ﬁ_a_ch jOb helpsitoisupport veterans.

VeteranPainting2024@yahoo.com

Free Estimates

"707-954-9604

KATHERINE MACE

Aadvertising Specialist

Call: 541-444-7924
\headquhtads@CountrvMedia.net

Contractors LIC
#1060054, 257302

DAVINCI LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE

SENIOR AND VETERAN DISCOUNTS!!!
- BEST RATES IN TOWN -
Protect your property!
Full Service Landscaping & Maintenance
Any type of Hauling « Excavation
Gutter Cleaning Specialist « General Debris Clean Up
Drainage Specialist

We take pride in making our community look beautiful.

1-888-729-8980
Toll FREE 24hrs a day, 7 days a week

DavinciConstruction88@gmail.com
Bonded & Insured in CA & OR

WILSOX-0W
STORAGE

Storage Units from 5x10 to 24x40

Call 541-469-6119

Window Cleaning

Window Cleaning
- Gutter Cleaning
« Pressure Washing
Residential

Steve Bowker « 541-254-3182
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Chetco Girls
Bring Home Title,

Qualify for State
Championships

This past weekend the
Chetco Basketball Club
(CBC) traveled to Grants
Pass, Oregon where they
battled to secure a spot in
the Oregon State Champi-
onships.

The 7-8 Grade Girls
team started the weekend
off with a 44-25 victory
over Roseburg (6A) before
taking a tough 27-26 loss
to Marshfield (4A) to close
out pool play.

On Day 2, the CBC
defeated Azalea (3A) 33-
14 in a semi-final matchup
to advance to the champi-
onship game against the
home town Grants Pass
Lady Cavers (6A). The
CBC was able to pull away
in the second half of the fi-
nal to secure a 46-29 victo-

ship, and most importantly,
a spot in the 2026 Oregon
State Championships.

The 7-8 grade team is
coached by Frankie Carde-
nas and Martin Ramirez.
Both coaches expressed
their thankfulness to the
hard work and dedication
these girls have put forth
to get to this point. Both
coaches also alluded to
an eagerness to continue
developing the athletes and
assisting them with reach-
ing their full potential.

The CBC was formed
in April of 2024, aiming
to elevate the level of
play in our area and offer
year-round basketball for
athletes who want to play.
The program is currently
comprised of over 30 girls
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City, Gold Beach and
Smith River ranging from
2nd-8th grade.

The CBC as a whole
would like to thank all of
their sponsors and donors
who have made it possible
for them to participate in
these events. Each member
of the program is thankful
and aware that it would
not be possible without the
kind donations they have
received from the commu-
nity.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding the CBC
you may contact them at
Chetcobasketball@gmail.
com or on Instagram or
Facebook (Chetcobasket-
ballclub).

(I'tor) Martin Ramirez (Coach), Makenzie Trost, Harleen Kaur, Auriana Leslie, Aria
Cardenas (Middle Back), Aaliyah Ybarra (Middle Front), Amya Ramirez, Tenley Travis, ol

A

ry, a tournament champion-

from Brookings, Crescent

( Everyone, Anywhere,

Anytime

~
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Writers

-
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FHebpna
FEBRUARY 13-14, 2026

South Coast
Writers
Conference

BEACON

BROADBAND

Powered by Goos-Gurry Electric Cooperative

There’s never heen a
better time to connect.

PRIGE FOR LIFE

Get 500 Mbps ultra-fast fiber internet
and LOCK in your price for life.
No gimmicks. No rate increases.

Just amazingly fast fiber internet.
500 MbpS

package $5 5 W

Pick Your Speed:
1 Gig and 2 Gig packages availahle!

*Applies to standard installation. Value of up to $500. Some restrictions and additional costs may apply. 1 Price For Life: Customer may select from (3) three fiber Internet speed
options: 500 Mbps/1 Gig/ or 2 Gig. The customer has the option of including, at an additional cost, unlimited voice service to any Beacon Broadband Internet package. Package
rates and pricing do NOT require a contract or agreement. Pricing is subject to change at the discretion of Beacon Broadband. Other restrictions may apply.

Opens for
Registration!

Southwestern Oregon Community College is pleased to announce that registration is
now open for the South Coast Writers Conference. The conference brings together a col-
lection of writers from the Northwest to share, explore and celebrate the many facets of
writ—ing. The conference is offered with support from local agencies including the Curry
County Chamber of Commerce, Travel Southern Oregon Coast, Oregon’s Wild River
Coast and is sponsored by Beacon Broadband, Powered by Coos-Curry Electric.

The conference will be held on Presidents’ Day weekend, Feb. 13 and 14, 2026 at
the Curry Campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College, 96082 Lone Ranch
Parkway, Brookings. This is an opportunity for an extended stay to write and explore the
splendor of America’s Wild Rivers Coast.

The conference is an eclectic gathering of writers of various genres including novice
and published authors. “Our goal for participants and presenters to leave the confer—ence
inspired and renewed, with new insights and skills, and better connected to fellow writ-
ers and resources,” said Jill te Velde, Curry Campus Dean. The conference will feature
some of the Northwest’s best writers to guide in an exploration and celebration of the
many facets of writing including Elizabeth Ann Atkins, Robert Balmer, G. A. (Georgia)
Cockerham, Melissa Hart, Andrew Kafoury, Ken Letko, and Cliff Stansell (songwriter).

Miriam Gershow will be the keynote speaker at the conference. Miriam is the
award-winning author of Closer, Survival Tips: Stories and The Local News. Her writing
is featured in The Georgia Review, Gulf Coast, and Black Warrior Review, among
other journals. She is the recipient of a Fiction Fellowship from the Wisconsin Institute
for Creative Writing, an Oregon Literary Fellowship, and is a two-time finalist for the
Oregon Book Award. Miriam Gershow will give the keynote presentation, “Turning
Rejection into Creative Rejuvenation” at Authors’ Night on Friday evening.

Workshops begin on Friday with a 6-hour workshop with three options to choose
from; the cost for the Friday session is $80. Four 90-minute workshops are offered on
Saturday, with four options for each session. Register before January 31 for the early
registration price of $85 for Saturday or $165 for both days. Early registration for this
popular conference is encouraged to secure a place in the work—shops.

The conference schedule and registration information is available on the conference
website at www.socc.edu/scwriters.

Authors’ Night, featuring the workshop presenters reading from their work, is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, and will be held in the Commons at the Curry
Campus of Southwestern Oregon Community College at 96082 Lone Ranch Parkway.
This event is free and open to the public.
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From page 1

concerns from constituents
and stakeholders.

Committees don’t take
action on the bill until
a work session, when a
majority of members can
vote to advance it to the
floor or effectively kill
the idea. This year, nearly
all bills that haven’t had
a work session scheduled
by Feb. 9 will be unable to
advance.

After the work ses-
sion, the bill goes to the
full House and Senate
for a vote, referred to as
the bill’s third reading.
Most bills need a simple
majority of 31 votes in
the House and 16 in the
Senate, though bills that
raise revenue need more.
If the bill passes, it is sent
to the opposite chamber
and undergoes the same
process.

While Democrats have
the majority, Republicans
have the power to block
legislation from coming
to the floor of the House
or Senate by skipping
floor sessions because the

House needs 40 members
present and the Senate

20 to conduct business.
However, lawmakers who
skip at least 10 days of
floor sessions cannot run
for reelection because of

a voter-approved constitu-
tional amendment intended
to block frequent walkouts.

If a bill passes both
chambers, it goes to Kotek
for approval. The governor
may allow a bill to become
law without her signature,
or she can decide to veto
the bill. A veto may be
overridden by a two-thirds
vote of both chambers.

Want to get involved?
In-person, virtual options
are available

One of the most direct
ways to share your con-
cerns about a policy is by
testifying.

To register to testify, you
can call 1-833-588-4500,
or fill out an online form
using the Oregon Legisla-
tive Information System
website, also known as
OLIS.

The online form is found
at the OLIS page for a
specific bill or at a com-
mittee’s agenda posted on
OLIS under a “Register to

Photo by Ron Cooper/Oregon Capital Chronicle
The Oregon Senate meets in the east wing of the Oregon State Capitol in Salem.

WELCOME
; TO THE
| OREGON SENATE

testify” tab at the top of the
webpage. Online testimony
registration opens when a
public hearing is scheduled
and it closes 30 minutes
before the meeting begins.

People who need special
accommodations to testify
should contact committee
staff 24 hours before the
meeting. If an interpreter
or translation is needed,
share your request with
languageaccess(@oregon-
legislature.gov or call 503-
986-1813 within at least
three business days before
the hearing.

Next to the “Register to
testify” tab is a “Submit
testimony” tab, where
Oregonians can share their
concerns in writing. Writ-
ten testimony is accepted
for up to 48 hours follow-
ing a bill’s hearing. All
information, except email
addresses, included in
written testimony is public
record.

To watch a livestream
or a recording of a public
hearing or floor session,
click the “Video” tab on
the OLIS homepage. This
page includes links to live
events as well as archives
of past meetings.

Oregonians can also
attend rallies, follow their
lawmakers on social media
and email lawmakers
directly. A lawmaker’s
email can be found on their
homepage on the OLIS
website.

Can [ visit the Oregon
State Capitol?

The Oregon State Cap-
itol, located at 900 Court
St. NE, in Salem, is open
to the public from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

The public entrance is
on State Street on the south
side of the Capitol. Weap-
ons are prohibited inside

Y
u.t (a7 rJﬁ -
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the building. Visitors must
go through a metal detector
and present their bags,
packages and other items
to security upon entering.
A help desk is located
upon entry.

For the first time in
years, visitors can see the
building’s iconic rotunda
after most parts in the his-
toric building were under
construction to retrofit it to
withstand earthquakes.

To plan your visit, visit
the Oregon State Capitol
website for more informa-
tion about parking, events
and accessibility concerns.

Photo by Mia Maldonado/Oregon Capital Chronicle
The Oregon State Capitol rotunda is now open to the public after years of construction.
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https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/02/03/
understanding-the-ore-
gon-legislature-how-law
s-get-passed-and-how-to-
participate/

Oregon Capital Chron-
icle is part of States
Newsroom, a network of
news bureaus supported by
grants and a coalition of
donors as a 501¢(3) public
charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact
Editor Lynne Terry for
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

KNIGHT MOVES
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L

L

C

F

Unlock the power of chess to find the
eight-letter word of the day. Choose
your starting letter carefully, then move
around the square in a one by two
fashion to get to the next letter.

© 2026 King Features Syndicate

TJ’s CARPET CLEANING

Free
Estimates g

Carpet Cleanlng $140 for 3 Rooms

Upholstery &

TJ’s

Hard Floor Cleaning

Residential & Commercial

(541) 251-1615

WORD SPIRAL

Fill in the missing letlers to reveal the
nine-letter word that starts at one of the
four corners and moves clockwise around

the perimeter before ending in the center.
22026 King Features Syndicate

Word Spiral
Answer

HABANEROS

SEA SHELL
MAGIC MAZE @
TYPES
UGDZWT OQOQNKHDAXUR
PMJGDAXVSQN/N\K[F
DAXY TQOEMI] HAIF C A
YWURMPPNL J N(UHEF
DB Z X TUWVTRI TIE N O
MK I ERET NG C IO OTID
BZTPDNYN O G RILIWIL WV
TRQR OGO OWY|UN A L
K1HIFALCRODBDISIIFBC
./
TEMIL EINFCABMI AA/Y
TEPMIILXBREGUAWY
Find the histed worids i the diagram. They ran in all
dircctions fomaard, backward, up, dovwn and diagonalls
Unhisted loe hink: Angelic Musical Instrument
Abalone Canch Fig Melongina
Auger Cane Frog Nautilus
Babylon Cowrie Helmet Untbonium
Baonnet Drupe Limpet
$20F6 Ming Foalures Synocatd. Inc. Al nghts rasereed.
— KNIGHT MOVES —
Answer 4
5 8 3
2 =]
7 4 1
FISCALLY
SEA SHELL TYPES
)

Barron’s

LIFT

Give yourself a Uft

We are very excited to introduce our new line of lift chairs;

Barron’s LIFT

Available in multiple body styles with a number of options, Barron’s lift
has the customizability people are looking for when they need it most.

Featuring

e Independent Leg Lift & Back Recline ® USB Charging Port
e 350Ib Weight Limit e High Density Foam Options
e Varying Widths e Power Headrest* e Power Lumbar*
e Lay Flat Mechanism e Extended Footrest
e Quick Delivery on Suggested Floor Fabric.

g *Options may vary by style

Down the Hwy from our Main Store
97885 Shopping Center Ave.
Harbor, OR e 541-412-1226

n H;E FURNISHINES
| EENEE T

410 Oak Street @ Brookings, OR
541-412-0250 * 800-667-9990
Text anytime: 541-230-9368 )

Starting at

899

LRON'S

BE IN THE KNOW Find breaking news first at www.CurryPilot.com
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DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property and
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!

Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-341-
5268.

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military &
Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restric-
tions apply, see representative
for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-877-557-1912 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a power
move.

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for
18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality
materials & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Call Today!

1-844-847-9778.

502
Help Wanted

We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk
car with no hoops, haggles or
headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step pro-
cess. Instant offer. Free pickup.
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-
4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-866-249-8679.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable,
social and stress-free travel
designed for mature travelers.
Our tours include accommoda-
tions, transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing, entrance
fees, a professional Tour Direc-
tor and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-
335-3689.

311

Announcements

Gun and Knife Show
Douglas County Fairgrounds
2/14 - 2/15
541-530-4570

502
Help Wanted

McLennan Excavation is look-
ing for full-time management to
join their growing team. Man-
agement will encompass areas
of bidding & job acquisition,
project management & cost

analysis, sales & marketing.
Leadership, communication,
and problem solving will be
essential in this position as well
as budgeting, risk manage-
ment, and scheduling, all sup-
ported by proficiency in project
management software tools.
McLennan Excavation offers
health & dental benefits as well
as 401K opportunities.

Email your resume to:\~ lily@
pipeandrock.com\~ or drop off
your resume at 98109 N. Bank
Chetco River Road; Brookings,
OR.

Open hours are Monday
through Friday from 7am to
Spm.

Please be prepared for a pro-
spective interview.

702

Garage Sales

ESTATE SALE, Sat 2/14 & Sun
2/15, 9am - 3pm. Corner of
Fifield St & Smith Dr, Brook-
ings. All goes - cash only - no
early birds.

999

Public Notices

Notice of Public Meeting
The Port of Brookings Harbor
Board of Director’s will hold a
Regular Meeting Wednesday
February 18, 2026, at 2:00
P.M. For meeting agenda
and packet please visit Port
website: www.portofbrooking-
sharbor.com
This Institution is an Equal
Opportunity Provider
2/11/2026 Pilot 423175

150

Misc Services

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS
PROBATE NO.: 26PB00531

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that I, Ronnie L. Slimmer,

have been appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Gail Dean Knopick by the
Circuit Court of the State of Or-
egon for Curry County, and all
persons having claims against
said estate are required to
present them to me at the law
office of my attorney, Michael
P. Vanderhoff, 780 S. Front St.,
Ste. 150, Central Point, Oregon
97502, within four months after
the date of the first publication
of this Notice or they may be
barred.

All persons whose rights may
be affected by this proceed-
ing are advised that additional
information may be obtained
from the court records, the
undersigned, or my attorney.
DATED AND FIRST PUB-
LISHED this 11th day of Febru-
ary, 2026.

Ronnie L. Slimmer, Personal
Representative

2/11/2026 Pilot 423322

Notice of Lien Sale
Harbor Park & Sell
97865 Shopping Center Ave
Brookings, OR
Owner: John C Whitaker
Mail: PO Box 3003, Brookings,

OR 97415

Lien will be foreclosed on a
2002 RT CCH trailer, VIN#
4YDT33529-22077650 owned
by the estate of David Hunter,
Melony Hunter, Angelique
Hunter, D. J. Hunter and Sharra
Kierman. Sale date 2/22/26, 1
pm, at 97865 Shopping Center
Ave, Brookings, OR. Amount
due on sale date is $1,000. An-

999

Public Notices

nounced on sale day conditions
apply.
2/11 & 2/18/2026 Pilot 423476
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY OF
CURRY
PROBATE DEPARTMENT
In the Matter of the Estate of:
KATHLEEN ANN REBELLO,
Deceased.
Case No. 26PB00265
NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that Julie Rosebraugh-Brown
has been appointed personal
representative. All persons hav-
ing claims against the estate
are required to present them,
with vouchers attached, to the
personal representative at c/o
K.R. Olin, Attorney at Law,
PO Box 7530, Brookings, OR
97415, within four months after
the date of first publication of
this notice, or the claims may
be barred.
All persons whose rights may
be affected by the proceedings
may obtain additional informa-
tion from the records of the
court, the personal represen-
tative, or the attorney for the
personal representative, K. R.
Olin, PO Box 7530, Brookings,
OR 97415.
DATED AND FIRST PUB-
LISHED this 4th day of Febru-
ary, 2026.
/sl K.R. Olin, OSB #903547
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative
PO Box 7530
Brookings, OR 97415
(541)469-2669
olinandassociates@gmail.com
2/4, 2/11, & 2/18/2026 Pilot
423176

Submissions for events can be sent by email to: pilotofficemgr@countrymedia.net. The deadline for submission is 4:30 pm Monday, the week prior to publication.

DAILY

¢ Daily Meal, 11:15 a.m. —
12:30 p.m., Chetco Activity
Center, 550 Chetco Lane

WEDNESDAYS

* T*ai Chi, Chetco Activity
Center: 9:00 am — 10:30 am
and 12:00 pm — 1:30 pm.

« Line dance lessons, Brookings
Elks Lodge. Membership
not required. All donations
welcome and appreciated, $2
minimum from all dancers.
10:30 - 11:00 am absolute
beginners, 11:00 — 12:00 pm
improver, 12:00 - 1:00 pm
intermediate.

* The Walking Group, Azalea
Park: 11:00 am. Meet by
Capella by the Sea. If raining
meet at Brookings Harbor
Shopping Center by the
barbershop. For information
541-412-8664.

* Cribbage Club, Wild Rivers
Pizza: 5:30 pm.

* Afterschool Program, Chetco
Library: 1:30 pm — 4:00 pm.
School aged kids are welcome
to come by the library for a
free snack and to hang out,
work on homework, or craft
using supplies from the Maker
cart.

THURSDAYS

* « Bridge, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:15 pm. Closed on
Thanksgiving.

* Widows and Widowers
Coffee Clique, Community
Center, Airport Way, Gold
Beach: 10:30 — 11:30 am.

* Easy Flow Yoga, Chetco
Library: 5:30 pm. A begin-
ners’ yoga class that includes
standing positions. For this
class it is reccommended that
participants be able to com-
fortably get up and down
from the floor.

* Rowdy Creek String Band
(open rehearsal), Chetco Li-
brary: 10:00 am — 12:00 pm.
A friendly open rehearsal
for acoustic string instru-
ment players. Not a string
instrument player? Drop in
and listen.

* Checkmate Corner, Chetco
Library: 3:00 pm — 5:00 pm.
A weekly chess club for
players of all ages and skill
levels. Can’t bring your own
set? Extra game boards are
available.

* Recreational Table Tennis,
102 Park Street, Brookings:
6:30 pm. Love a good rally?
Join us. For intermediate
players who enjoy fast,
friendly matches and great
company. Bring your paddle
and hope to see you soon.

* Line dance lessons, Crescent
City Elks Lodge. Mem-
bership not required. All
donations welcome and ap-

preciated, $2 minimum from
all dancers. 10:30 - 11:00 am
absolute beginners, 11:00 —
12:00 pm improver, 12:00

- 1:00 pm intermediate.

FRIDAYS

* Bingo, Chetco Activity
Center: 12:00 pm — 12:30
pm. Closed Friday after
Thanksgiving.

» The Walking Group, Azalea
Park: 11 am. Meet by Ca-
pella by the Sea. If raining
meet at Brookings Harbor
Shopping Center by the
barbershop. For information
541-412-8664

* Pinochle and other card
games, Chetco Activity Cen-
ter: 12:30 pm — 4:00 pm

¢ T’ai Chi, Chetco Activity
Center: 9:00 am — 10:30 am.

* Threads, Hooks, & Needles,
Chetco Library: 10:30 am.
A fiber arts club for knitters,
sewers, and more. Bring
your latest project and con-
nect with other fiber artists
over light refreshments in
the Makerspace.

* Teens Teach Tech, Chetco
Library: 2:00 pm — 4:00
pm. Drop by the Library
Annex with your device or
tech questions and get help
from a trained Cyber-Senior
Technology Mentor. Our
mentors are young people
who have been trained to
teach technology to older
adults and are standing by to
help with your smart phone,
iPad or computer. This
free service is presented in
partnership with Harmony &
Me Music.

SATURDAYS

e« Men’s Club Golf, Salmon
Run Golf Course: 900 am.
Friendly team and individ-
ual play. Prizes, laughs,
good food and drink. $65
annual fee (includes OGA
membership). All skill levels
welcome. For info call: Bob
K. 701-269-7822.

« Saturday Shuffle: Magic the
Gathering and more, Chetco
Library: 1:00 pm. Stop by
the library every week for
Saturday Shuffle, where
players can bring their fa-
vorite deck and play Magic:
The Gathering. Gamers of
all kinds are also welcome
to bring their favorite card or
board games from their own
collections, or browse the
library’s games, and find a
crew to play with.

* Saturday Storytime, Chetco
Library: 10:30 am. Stories,
songs, and games for young
children.

MONDAYS

* Line dance lessons, Brook-
ings Elks Lodge. Membership
not required. All donations
welcome and appreciated, $2
minimum from all dancers.
10:30 - 11:00 am absolute
beginners, 11:00 — 12:00 pm
improver, 12:00 - 1:00 pm
intermediate.

TUESDAYS

* Brookings-Harbor Garden
Club Work Party, 10:00
am — 11:30 am, Brookings
Botanical Garden. Come see
how you can help.

* Bridge, 12:15 pm, Chetco
Activity Center

* Line Dancing, Brookings
Elks Lodge, 6 pm — 8 pm
Donations requested.

* Storytime, Chetco Library:
10:30 am. Stories, songs,
and simple crafts for young
children.

* Tween Club, Chetco
Library: 3:30 pm. Youth
ages 10-13 are welcome to
hang out and explore new
interests and activities every
week.

* Pinochle and other card
games, Chetco Activity Cen-
ter 12:00 pm — 4:00 pm

» Amateur Radio Net check-
ins, Gasquet Net: 6:30 pm
on 147.18, DN Amateur
Radio Club: 7:15 pm on
146.88. If you are a licensed
Ham Radio operator, join
us. You do not have to be
a member of the Del Norte
Amateur Radio Club. Find
out what is happening
around the area. Registration
recommended, but team
signups are allowed the day
of if space allows.

* Line dance lessons, Crescent
City Elks Lodge. Mem-
bership not required. All
donations welcome and ap-
preciated, $2 minimum from
all dancers. 10:30 - 11:00 am
absolute beginners, 11:00 —
12:00 pm improver, 12:00
- 1:00 pm intermediate.

FEBRUARY 11

* Bookworm Buddies Club,
Chetco Library: 4:00 pm.
Geared toward 2nd through
Sth graders, kids vote on
and pick the books they read
each month. In February, the
group will discuss Zoey and
Sassafras: Wishypoofs &
Hiccups, by Asia Citro.

FEBRUARY 12

* Writers’ Conference Com-
munity Reception, Chetco
Library: 3:00 pm — 5:00 pm.
The public is invited to a free
early bird reception ahead
of the South Coast Writers
Conference! Get to know
carly conference arrivals,
enjoy light refreshments, &

live music from John Can-
alin, and learn more about
the upcoming workshops and
presenters.

FEBRUARY 13-15

¢ Out of Howard’s Head,
Three one act stories by
Howard Patterson, directed
by Tommy Jones, Chetco
Pelican Players, 1240 Chet-
co Ave: 7:00 pm Friday and
Saturday, 2:00 pm Sunday.
First is (Flo and Cyn}. Two
adult women who are just
surviving from day to day
on the street. Second is
(Vince and Saul}. Two adult
gangster men talking in a
restaurant with one younger
woman in late teens or early
twenties and one older wom-
an as waitresses. The last is
(Cal and Tang). One older
man and one older woman
who are country and western
stars, being interviewed by
a young ambitious radio
announcer, a younger man.
Tickets: $15 Adults & $7
Students. Doors open 45
minutes before the start of
the performance. Tickets
can be purchased at the door
or online at https:/www.
Chetcopp.booktix.com.
To reserve specific seating
please call our reservation
line at 541-469-1857.Friday,
February 13

¢ Creative Café, Chetco
Library: 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm.
A free monthly art event
for adults and teens at the
library. Drop in to explore
a new art medium with
supplies from our maker
cart and connect with fellow
creators over coffee, tea, and
light refreshments. Febru-
ary’s focus: Valentines.

FEBRUARY 13

 Creative Café, Chetco
Library: 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm.
A free monthly art event
for adults and teens at the
library. Drop in to explore
a new art medium with
supplies from our maker
cart and connect with fellow
creators over coffee, tea, and
light refreshments. Febru-
ary’s focus: Valentines..

FEBRUARY 14

* VFW Post 966 meeting,
507 Pacific Ave, Brook-
ings, 10:30 am — 12:00
pm. Wartime veterans are
encouraged to join. Help us
save our Post, buy a brick.
For more information call:
541-412-6236.

* Dress a Girl, Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 1200 Easy
Street: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm.
We sew dresses for girls and
shorts for boys around the

world. Bring your lunch and
bring a friend. Contact Jane
Knox for more information
at 209-815-2100.

* 2nd Saturday Sale, Chetco
Grange, 97895 Shopping
Center Ave: 8:30 am — 3:00
pm. Enjoy one stop shopping
from several vendors (inside
and outside). Hand crafted
items as well as new and
garage sale miscellaneous
items to choose from. Lunch
available. Music by Cisco
and Friends. For information
on rental of tables or spaces,
call or text Gayle at 541-290-
0592.

* Art Walk Open House: The
Mask of Lincoln, Chetco
Library: 3:00 pm — 5:00 pm.
Join library staff for light
refreshments and take in The
Mask of Lincoln, a poster ex-
hibit on the life and historical
portraits of former President
Abraham Lincoln, designed
and made by possible by the
Smithsonian Institution.

FEBRUARY 15

* T+ Monthly Potluck, Chetco
Activity Center, 550 Chetco
Lane, 4:30 pm. Bring your
own or enough to share, ei-
ther way, we share commu-
nity and friendship.

FEBRUARY 18

* Brookings Rural Fire
District monthly meeting,
Brookings Fire Department:
9:30 am.

* Comic Quest Book Club,
Chetco Library: 4:00pm. A
new comics and illustrat-
ed-book club for tweens
and young teens. Meetings
include fun, creative activ-
ities related to the book of
the month. In December the
Club members will be read-
ing and discussing Wings of
Fire: The Hidden Kingdom
by Tui T. Sutherland.

FEBRUARY 19

* Pub Grub Book Club, Misty
Mountain Brewing: 5:30pm.
This casual book club is
for adult fans of graphic
novels. In February, the
group will read and discuss
Sweet Tooth (Book One,
Issues 1-12, by Jeff Lemire.
Space limited. Registration
required.

FEBRUARY 20

* Classical Guitarist James
Manuele in Concert,
Chetco Library: 4:00 pm.
The community is invit-
ed to a free concert with
classically-trained guitar-
ist James Manuele . An
award-winning performer,
Portland-based Manuele’s

repertoire ranges from Ba-
roque music, such as Bach’s
Cello Suites, to contem-
porary composers, such as
Bryan Johanson.

FEBRUARY 21

» Bugs-R-Us, Chetco Library:
1:00 pm. Entomologist John
Jackson will be visiting
the library to present a
kid-friendly lecture on
bugs . John is an expert on
crawling critters and will
be bringing a collection of
bugs to look at, including
some of the largest on earth.
Participants will also be able
to pet live and friendly bugs.
The most daring participants
will be given the chance to
eat bugs too.

FEBRUARY 20-22

* Out of Howard’s Head,
Three one act stories by
Howard Patterson, directed
by Tommy Jones, Chetco
Pelican Players, 1240 Chet-
co Ave: 7:00 pm Friday and
Saturday, 2:00 pm Sunday.
First is (Flo and Cyn}. Two
adult women who are just
surviving from day to day
on the street. Second is
(Vince and Saul}. Two adult
gangster men talking in a
restaurant with one younger
woman in late teens or early
twenties and one older wom-
an as waitresses. The last is
(Cal and Tang). One older
man and one older woman
who are country and western
stars, being interviewed by
a young ambitious radio
announcer, a younger man.
Tickets: $15 Adults & $7
Students. Doors open 45
minutes before the start of
the performance. Tickets
can be purchased at the door
or online at https://www.
Chetcopp.booktix.com.

To reserve specific seating
please call our reservation
line at 541-469-1857.

FEBRUARY 22

* Russian Passion — Kouzov
Duo, Brookings Seventh
Day Adventist Church: 3:00
pm — 5:00 pm. Dmitry Kou-
zov and Yulia Kouzova take
the stage with expressive
interpretations and flawless
technique in a cello and pia-
no partnership that promises
to enchant. For more infor-
mation on concerts, artists,
tickets, and how to make a
gift to PPA, visit the Partner-
ship for the Performing Arts
website at www.ppadelnorte.
org/events-and-tickets.
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Washington, D.C. — Or-
egon’s U.S. Senators Jeff
Merkley and Ron Wyden
joined a group of Senators
in releasing a new report
of their investigation into
how private student loan
lenders will reap the ben-
efits from cuts to federal
student loan access enacted
in Republicans’ One Big,
Beautiful Bill Act (OBB-
BA). The report was led by
Senator Elizabeth Warren
(D-MA), Ranking Mem-
ber of the Senate Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban
Affairs Committee, and
is the first congressional
analysis of the impacts of
the OBBBA’s student loan
restrictions on the private
lending market.

“The Republican vision
of ‘Families Lose, Billion-
aires Win’ is leading to less
affordable student loan
repayment options and a
higher risk of folks falling
victim to predatory lend-
ing, which overwhelmingly
harms working families,”
said Merkley. “As private
lenders prepare to cash in
on this disastrous agenda,
our report makes clear that
urgent oversight is needed
to protect borrowers and
ensure they can access af-
fordable higher education
for generations to come.”

“This report shows in

painful detail how Donald
Trump and his Republican
groupies in Congress de-
serve a big F for their eco-
nomic assault on students
working hard for a fair
shot at an education,” said
Wyden. “Predatory private
student loans plus worse
loan repayment terms
produced by this Republi-
can bill add up to financial
abuse that demands con-
gressional oversight.”
Republicans’ OBBBA
set new caps on federal
student loan borrowing
for graduate students and
others, paving the way for
a significant expansion of
the private student loan
market. The private student
loan market currently
accounts for approximately
8 percent of student loan
debt, but represents more
than 40 percent of student
loan-related complaints
submitted to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bu-
reau. The Senators pressed
siXx major private student
loan lenders, Citizens, Col-
lege Ave, Navient, Nelnet,
Sallie Mae, and SoFi—
which, combined, lent over
$14.7 billion via private
student loans in 2024—to
provide details on their
policies, lending activity,
and future plans related to
OBBBA. The investigation

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Find breaking news first at:
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Merkley, Wyden,
Colleagues

Release Report

of How Private Student Loan
Lenders Expect to Profit from
Trump’s Big Ugly Bill

found that:

* There is a history of
persistent predatory behav-
ior in the private student
loan market, and major
lenders have been expand-
ing their student loan activ-
ity each year;

* Private student loan
lenders expect more
students to turn to private
loans due to OBBBA’s
loan limits, and at least one
lender is already making
plans to expand its loan
offerings in response to
this policy change;

* Most of the private
lenders surveyed offer
minimal protections for
borrowers who are de-
frauded by their schools or
who face a sudden school
closure;

* Half of the private
lenders surveyed either
have sold student loans to
private equity firms or plan
to do so in the future; and

* Private lenders do not
yet have concrete plans in
place to expand customer
service capacity if they
increased their student loan
activity.

“The anticipated
expansion of the role of
private lendlng is deeply
concerning, since private

Start the new
year clog-freel!

15% OFF + 10%

student loan lenders have
a long record of predatory
practices that raise costs
for borrowers and deprive
them of basic consumer
protections,” wrote the
Senators in their report.

“Private student loan
lenders have a record of
utilizing abusive practices,
including lying to borrow-
ers about the availability
of debt cancellation,
autopay discounts, and
unemployment protections
for borrowers,” the Sena-
tors warned.

In response to the
findings, the Senators
called for careful over-
sight of any new private
loan offerings targeting
students and families af-
fected by the federal loan
caps and for experts to
examine potential impacts
of private lenders selling
student loans to private
equity firms.

“One year into the
Trump Administration,
President Trump and
Secretary McMahon have
made countless efforts to
strip federal support from
student loan borrowers
as part of their crusade to
dismantle the Department
of Education...[These

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

LeafFilter- Discount For
earriiter Seniors + Military  Promo: 285

includes 15% of plus an additional 10% off for qualf eniors. One coupon per household. i for 1 year.
wartanty detals
AZ RO(344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL (BCOS6678, ID RCE-51604, IA (127230, LA 559544, MD MHICT11225MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IRB10524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981.

UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLHTG3PG, WV WN0S6912.

testof gutter guards in 2010 and

findings] underscore an
urgent need for oversight
of the private lending
market as these companies
prepare to cash in on the
Administration’s agenda,”
the Senators concluded.
Warren, Merkley, and
Wyden were joined in
releasing the report by
Democratic Leader Chuck

Schumer (D-N.Y.); U.S.
Senators Bernie Sanders
(I-Vt.), Ranking Member
of the Senate Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions
Committee; Richard Blu-
menthal (D-Conn.); Mazie
Hirono (D-Hawaii); Chris
Van Hollen (D-Md.); and
Ed Markey (D-Mass.).

BE IN THE KNOW

‘Star of the Sea
Catholic Church
Justus Alaeto, Pastor
820 Old County Rd., Brookings
3

Tuesday Mass..
Wednesday Mass
Friday Mass.........
Saturday Mass
Saturday Spanish Mass....6:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass.......c.ccceeenne 8:30 a.m.
First Friday every month Adoration
4 p.m. & Mass 6 p.m.

5:15 p.m.
..5:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
....4:30 p.m.

First Saturday every month Mass 9 a.m.
https://staroftheseastcharles.org/

Sunday School

Sunday Worship .
Thursday Youth Group......... 5:00pm
Wednesday Bible Study.......6:00pm
Wed. Lighthouse Kids.......... 6:00pm

Doug Jamieson, Pastor
541-469-3458

Church of Christ
17222 Passley Rd., Brookings
Sunday Morning
Bible Study.....10am
Sunday Morning
Worship Assembly...11:00am
Wednesday Bible Class.....3pm
Evangelist: Darryl A Cope
541-469-6453 or
541-469-0191

Christian Science

Church ¥
429 Pine St. at Redwood Spur, "

Brookings '
Sunday Service............ 11 am.
Sunday School............ 11 am.

Wednesday Testimony Mtg..6 p.m.
Reading Room:
Monday & Wednesday..1-3 p.m.
or by appointment
www.BrookingsCSC.com

541-469-2398 or 469-3333

Grace

Lutheran
Church

-l (LCMS)

9:00am All Ages Bible Study
Childcare Available
10:15am “The Story” Worship
11:15am Fellowship

188 E Cooper, Crescent City
www.GraceLutheranCC.com

Seventh-day

Adventist

Church

1770 Northcrest Dr., Crescent City
707-464-2738
Pastor Mason Philpot
Crescent City
Seventh-day Adventist School
Grades 1-8 ........... 707-464-2738
Saturday
Sabbath School........... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Services....... 11:00 a.m.

Faith Baptist Church
Fundamental Independent
409 Hillside Ave. Unit C,

Brookings
541-412-1070

Sunday School...............

Morning Preaching........1

Evening Preaching........... .

Wednesday Bible Study...7 p m.

“Looking for an exciting Bible-

Preaching Church? We may be

just what you’re looking for!”

To God LBe The Glory
Christian Community Church
15138 McVay Lane

Sunday Service 10:30am
Bible Study Thursdays 7:00pm

Friends Who Like Christian
Community Church - Harbor

Pastor Carl Smith
541-659-9352

iée wiﬁi_'us! Sp

Ft. Dick

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

Pastor Barry Kimbrough

102 Park Ave., Brookings
541-469-3030

Saturday Bible Study.....10:00am
(All Ages)
Saturday Worship.......... 11:15am

Also on Facebook and Youtube.
https://www.facebook.com/
7thdayadventistbrookings/

Smith River

Fort Dick Bible Church

e “Grace Alone,
f through Christ Alone,
i - for God’s Glory Alone”

oty #6725 Lake Earl Dr.

Sunday School - 9:30am
Sunday Service - 10:45am
Sunday Replay on Facebook
@FortDickBibleChurch
Mid-Week Bible Study - call for details
Phone (707) 458-4030

Smith River
Baptist Church

340 Highland Avenue,
Smith River
Just off Hwy. 101

(707) 487-5275
Pastor Steve Alexander

Worship Service.

Pastor Pat Henderson
(707) 460-1696
3180 S Fred D Haight Drive
Smith River, CA 95567 e (707) 460-1696

Sun 10:00am * Wed 6:30pm

Kids Ministry for both services
Also on Facebook and YouTube
www.solidrockcrescentcity.com

Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sensatlon'

Call 1-877-392-5654 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU84

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

_IC: H6YU84

27% SAVINGS

INCLUDING SHIPPING.

Grove:

=

www.CurrvPil

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1,500 OFF

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments

PLUS

financing for 12 Months*
OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

BATH COMCEPTR |
AUTHORIZED
DEALER

*Incudes lbor and product, bthtub, shower or walkin tub and wallsuround. This
promofion camnot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.
This ofer expires 3/30,/26. Ech dealershi i independently owned and operated.
*“Thrd pary fnancing s avilable for those customers who qualy/Paripating
dealrs only. See yourdealr for detils. ©2026 Bth Concepts Indusries.

o (844) 847-9778

Chetco Activity Center
Invites you to Join Us this week
for a Delicious, Nutritious Hot Lunch
550 Chetco Lane, Brookings 54 1-469-6822

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
2 3 4 5 6
GROUND BEEF  CHEESE STUFFED ~ CHICKENALF.  HERB BAKED FISH  CABBAGE ROLL
STROGANOFF SHELLS W/ FETTUCCHINE ~ SWEET POTATO ~ CASSEROLE W/BEEF
WHEAT ROLL MARINARA  GLAZED CARROTS FRIES RICE
PEAS & CARROTS  BREAD STICKS BRUSSEL SPROUTS PEAS CORN
ZUCCHINI
9 10 11 12 13
CHICK.POTPIE  VEGETARIAN CHILI MEATLOAF FISHTACO CHICKEN CORDON
ROASTED TOMATOES  GRILLED CHEESE  CHEESY MASHED RICE BLEU
ASPARAGUS SANDWICH POTATOES BAJA CORN YAMS
CHEFS BLEND BROCCOLI
16 17 18 19 20
MUSH. CHEESE& ~ BEEFTIPSAND ~ BBQPORKRIBS ~ SAMONPATTY  TERIVAKI CHICKEN
SPINICH FRITATA NOODLES BAKED BEANS ~ MAC ‘N CHEESE BREAST
ENGLISHMUFFIN ~ CORNBREAD ~ PEAS &CARROTS ~ CHEFSCHOICE  TURMERIC RICE
FRUIT GREEN BEANS ASIAN BLEND
23 24 25 26 27
BUTERNUT SQUASH  KIELBASA AND SPAGHETTIWITH ~ TUNA SANDWHICH  TURKEY STUFFING
RAVIOL! SAUERKRAUT MEATBALLS ONW. WHEAT BREAD - MASHED POTATOES
[TALIAN GREEN BEANS  CHEESY MASHED ~ GARLIC BREAD BROCCOLI GRAVY
CARROTS POTATOES CHEF'SBLEND ~ CHEDDAR CHEESE YAMS
PEAS Soup
Lunch served 11:15 - 12:30 Mon - Fri.
Menu is subject to change without notice.
Meals include Drinks, Salad, and Dessert.
Meals Cost $10 to prepare - Donations requested.
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Where fires used to be frequent,
old forests now face high
risk of devastating blazes

From THE OSU CoLLEGE
oF FoRESTRY

A new analysis shows
that the Pacific North-
west’s mature and old-
growth forests are most
at risk of severe wildfire
in areas that historically
burned frequently at lower
severity.

The study by scientists
at Oregon State University
and USDA Forest Service
Research & Development
is important because those
forests are culturally, eco-
nomically and ecologically
significant, supporting
biodiversity while storing
vast amounts of carbon,
and they are under increas-
ing threat of stand-replac-
ing wildfire.

Researchers used
state-of-the-art modeling
techniques to gain knowl-
edge that can help guide
risk mitigation efforts and
return forests to healthier
fire regimes.

Led by Bruno Aparicio
and Meg Krawchuk of the
OSU College of Forestry,
the research highlights the
impact of fire exclusion by
showing that 75% of the
forest areas with the big-
gest risk of severe wildfire
are places that used to
see widespread low- and
mixed-severity fires.

The exclusion of fire
from Northwest land-
scapes began with the
disruption of Indigenous
fire stewardship, the re-
searchers say. Indigenous
peoples were forcibly re-
moved from their lands in
the 1850s, and putting out
wildfires became federal
policy following the Great
Fire of 1910, which de-
stroyed several towns and
burned an area roughly the
size of Connecticut across
forests in Idaho, Montana,
Washington and British
Columbia.

Prior to fire exclu-
sion, frequent low- and
mixed-severity fires
had played a key role in
maintaining the forest
ecosystems of the western
United States. Since then,
older forests and trees
have seen major structural
shifts as shade-tolerant
and fire-intolerant species
have moved in.

“Now, as wildfire activi-
ty intensifies under climate
change, understanding
where and why mature
and old-growth forests
are most vulnerable is
essential,” said Aparicio, a
postdoctoral researcher in
Krawchuk’s group within
the college’s Department
of Forest Ecosystems and
Society. “This work pro-
vides a spatial framework
to help land managers
prioritize where protection
may be sufficient, where
active restoration is need-
ed, and how fire refugia
can be integrated into
conservation and wildfire
risk planning.”

Fire refugia are pockets
of landscape less prone to
crown fire than adjacent
areas and may hold the
key for scientists, conser-
vationists and land man-
agers seeking to preserve
vulnerable species in a
changing climate.

Informally described as
the “lifeboats” or “slow
lanes” of biodiversity,

refugia have spawned

the new field of refugia
science, which has learned
that some locations have
inherent characteristics
—such as terrain, vegeta-
tion, proximity to bodies
of water, and slope-face
direction — that can buffer
them from stand-replac-
ing fire with a degree of
predictability.

In the context of this
study, which looked at
federal forests in the 24
million acres of western
Oregon, Washington and
California covered by the
Northwest Forest Plan,
estimates indicate fire
refugia could reduce the
overall risk of severe fire
by up to 20%. Roughly 7
million acres of the study
area are mature or old-
growth forest, 1.8 million
acres of which is in fire
refugia area.

The analysis suggests
the study area’s subalpine
mature and old-growth
forests — those at the
timberline — are both rel-
atively rare and have high
vulnerability, and that the
Klamath Mountains are a
hotspot for both wildfire
exposure and potential
carbon emissions.

“Protecting mature and
old-growth forests isn’t
just about preserving the
past — it’s a key strategy
for climate mitigation,
ecosystem resilience and
long-term forest steward-
ship,” Krawchuk said.

Through the 20th cen-
tury, the authors note, ma-
ture and old-growth forests
on national forests saw
major declines because of
logging. In recent years,
wildfire has replaced log-
ging as the largest threat,
and since 2000, federal
lands have seen a net loss
of 2.6 million acres of
mature forest and 700,000

acres of old-growth forest.
Those acres were desig-
nated for multiple uses in-
cluding recreation, timber
production and wildlife
habitat, providing import-
ant ecosystem services.

“Current trends show a
continuous increase in area
burned and wildfire severi-
ty in the western U.S. over
the last decade,” Aparicio
said. “The increase is
driven by a growth in the
number of human-caused
fires; warmer and drier
fire seasons and worse
droughts, all exacerbated
by climate change; and
the presence of landscape
fuels created through man-
agement and fire-exclusion
policies.”

Developing land
management strategies to
address the loss of mature
and old-growth forests to
stand-replacing wildfire
is crucial for maintaining
these vital socio-ecologi-
cal resources, the research-
ers say. That starts with
quantifying the spatial
footprint of fire exposure
by combining geographic
data with fire ecology
analytics.

“Our work can help
prioritize stewardship
actions,” Krawchuk said.
“Overall, fire exclusion
has left historically fire-re-
sistant forests dispropor-
tionately exposed to severe
fire now. Our analysis can
underpin the stewardship
of mature and old-growth
forests to promote their
resistance and resilience.”

Also collaborating on
the study, published in
Natural Hazards, were
Michelle Day, Raymond
Davis and Rachel Hout-
man of the Forest Service,
which provided funding
for the research.

BE IN THE KNOW

Find breaking news first

at CurryPilot.com

Photos courtesy of 0SU
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