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Ballots have been mailed, here’s 
how to make your vote count

Nate Schwartz
Editor

Ballots for the November 
Midterms were sent out last 
week. If you’re reading this and 
still haven’t received a ballot, 
you can reach out to the county 
clerk’s office to double check.

If you have your ballot here 
are some important reminders 
ahead of Election Day on No-
vember 3:

Once you’ve made your choic-
es, hopefully after some research 
and thought, make sure you sign 
your ballot. It is important that 
you use the same signature that 
you usually sign with; check-
ing your driver’s license for a 
reminder is a good idea. No need 
to use an overly formal or extra 
readable signature as those veri-
fying your ballot will be compar-
ing it to your normal, everyday 
“John Hancock”.

When your ballot is fully 
completed you have a couple of 
options for where to take it. Most 
clerks recommend using one 
of the 24-hour drive up ballot 
boxes. For Curry County, there 
is one in Brookings, Gold Beach, 
and Port Orford:

-Brookings: Brookings City 
Hall, 898 Elk Drive, Brookings, 
OR 97415

-Gold Beach: Curry County 
Courthouse, E Moore Street 
Parking lot, Gold Beach, OR 
97444

-Port Orford: Port Orford City 
Hall, 555 W 20th Street, Port 
Orford, OR 97465 

Ballot drop boxes are moni-
tored via camera 24/7. Couriers 
from each town work in pairs to 
get the secured ballot bags back 
to the county elections office as 

quickly and safely as possible. 
Only those within the elections 
office have the codes necessary 
to open them, not the couriers 
themselves.

Those who insist on seeing 
it through themselves can hand 
their ballot directly to someone 
at the elections office at the 
County Courthouse in Gold 
Beach during open hours from 
9 a.m to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. 

Mailing is also an available 
option but it is a good idea to 
do so a week or so ahead of the 
deadline on November 3. If you 

are planning to do so close to 
election day, it is best to go to 
the post office in person and spe-
cifically request a postmark. All 
ballots must be postmarked on or 
before Nov 3 to be accepted. 

You can use the My Vote 
tool on the Oregon Secretary of 
State’s official website, sos.ore-
gon.gov, to track your ballot and 
see that it has been received. 

It is highly recommended to 
vote early and to vote informed. 
Early voting better ensures your 
vote is counted quickly and 
allows for a faster turnaround of 
results after election day closes 
at 8 p.m. 

Results are tabulated using 
air-gapped counting machines, 
and those handling ballots do 
so at tables with representatives 
from both major parties to ensure 
security. Those interested in 
observing the election process 
can reach out to the county clerk 
to register for a time slot. 

If you have any other ques-
tions about the process, your 
ballot, or observation you can 
reach out to the Curry County 
Clerk’s office at (541) 247-3297, 
or check the elections page of 
the County Website at Curry-
CountyOR.gov.

Pilot file photo
Ballot box outside City Hall in Brookings.

Tamie Kaufman

Gold 
Beach 
Mayor 
recognized 
with the 
LOC
award
For the Pilot

The prestigious James C. 
Richards Award was presented 
to Gold Beach Mayor Tamie 
Kaufman during the League of 
Oregon Cities’ (LOC) 101st An-
nual Conference in Salem. The 
award is given to an elected city 
official who serves the citizens of 
Oregon through an exceptional 
personal investment in intergov-
ernmental affairs.

In an official release, the LOC 
outlined the reasons why she was 
chosen for the award:

“For more than 30 years, 
Tamie Kaufman has made public 
service a defining part of her 
life. She has consistently stepped 
forward to serve in various roles, 
including city commissions, city 
council, regional organizations 
and statewide boards. Mayor 
Kaufman creates space for diffi-
cult conversations while keep-
ing them civil, respectful, and 
productive. She believes the best 
decisions come from listening, 
understanding different per-
spectives, and finding common 
ground.”

The LOC also outlined 
Kaufman’s community service 
efforts outside of her official 
role. 

“Mayor Kaufman’s commit-
ment to her community also 
extends far beyond city hall. 
Through her work with afford-
able housing, homelessness, 
community action, and resident 
owned communities, she helps 
people find better options and 
secure futures. But perhaps what 
makes Mayor Kaufman’s service 

Celebrating Tracy LeJeune: 20 
years of service to Brookings

City of Brookings

After 20 years of service to the 
Brookings community, Com-
munications Supervisor Tracy 
LeJeune is retiring from a career 
spent answering emergency 
calls, supporting first responders 
and helping people through some 
of the most difficult moments of 
their lives.

Her path to emergency com-
munications was not exactly 
planned.

“This actually goes back to my 
previous job/career,” LeJeune 
said.

In 1982, she was hired by 
Dictaphone and eventually 
worked her way up to Western 
Region Administrator of Sales 
in Communications Recording. 
When the company was sold in 
2004, LeJeune and her cowork-

ers were laid off after she had 
spent 22 years with the company.

“So after 22 years I was 
searching the job market again,” 
she recalled. “There was an ad in 
the Pilot for a Dispatcher posi-

tion for Curry County Sheriff. I 
answered the ad not really know-
ing what a Dispatcher was.”

She was hired by the Curry 
County Sheriff’s Office in Au-
gust 2005 and transferred to the 
City of Brookings in September 
2006.

When asked what inspired her 
to become a dispatcher, LeJeune 
summed it up simply:

“I was inspired by becoming 
unemployed!”

What started as an unexpected 
career move quickly became 
something much more meaning-
ful.

When LeJeune first came to 
the City, she was hired to work 
in both dispatch and Municipal 
Court. At that time, Municipal 
Court handled only municipal 
code violations, so her court 
duties were limited and she 

eventually transitioned to full-
time dispatch. In 2012, when 
the court was approved to begin 
handling traffic violations, she 
was asked to return as Municipal 
Court Clerk.

Her responsibilities continued 
to expand over the years. Le-
Jeune served as a Reserve Police 
Officer in 2013 and 2014, be-
came the department’s Evidence/
Property Technician in 2018, and 
that same year was promoted to 
Communications Supervisor.

For LeJeune, one of the things 
people may not understand is 
just how much dispatchers value 
the work they do.

“I think people would be 
surprised to learn how much we 

Tracy leJeune
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Weekly Poll
WHAT ARE YOUR EXPECTATIONS OF THE COMING ELEC-
TION?

YOU VOTED: THE STATUS QUO WILL REMAIN, BUT CHANG-
ES WILL STILL HAPPEN  - 43%

A BIG SHIFT IS GOING TO HAPPEN, LEADING TO BIG 
CHANGES - 27%

A BIG SHIFT IS GOING TO HAPPEN BUT 

NOT MUCH WILL CHANGE  27%

THE STATUS QUO WILL REMAIN,

 BUT CHANGES WILL STILL HAPPEN-3%

Window Cleaning

Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

Steve Bowker • 541-254-3182
Residential Only

71210773lP1030R
EV

Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

Steve Bowker • 541-254-3182
Residential Only

71210773lP1030REV

Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

Steve Bowker • 541-254-3182
Residential Only

71210773lP1030REV

Window Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

Steve Bowker • 541-254-3182
Residential Only

71210773lP1030REV

Storage Facility

WILSON-OW
STORAGE

Call 541-469-6119Call 541-469-6119

Plumbing

Lic# 1124232 • Free EstimatesLic# 1124232 • Free Estimates
Interior/Exterior painting. Each job helps to support veterans.Interior/Exterior painting. Each job helps to support veterans.

707-954-9604707-954-9604
VeteranPainting2024@yahoo.comVeteranPainting2024@yahoo.com

Painting Landscaping

SENIOR AND VETERAN DISCOUNTS!!!
- BEST RATES IN TOWN -
Protect your property!Protect your property!

Full Service Landscaping & Maintenance
Any type of Hauling • Excavation

Gutter Cleaning Specialist • General Debris Clean Up
Drainage Specialist

We take pride in making our community look beautiful.
1-888-729-8980  

Toll FREE 24hrs a day, 7 days a week

DAVINCI LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE

DavinciConstruction88@gmail.com
Bonded & Insured in CA & OR

Contractors LIC
#1060054, 257302

KATHERINE MACE
Advertising Specialist

Call: 541-444-7924
headlightads@CountryMedia.net

High Impact Low Cost
Advertise in this space and receive 
a group and consistency rate! Call 

Katherine at 503-842-7535

See More HISTORY
on page 4

See More Letters
on page 3

By J. Mark Powell
InsideSou         

Somewhere in 
America right now, 

someone may be walking 
around with LBJ’s class 
ring on his finger, Abe 
Lincoln’s telegrams in his 
pocket, Harry Truman’s 
swords in one hand and 
FDR’s portrait in the other.

Those items, plus other 
presidential oddities, are 
missing. And there’s no 
clue where they might be.

It’s the National 
Archives and Records 
Administration’s job to 
preserve everything Uncle 
Sam wants to keep. There’s 
a mountain of it, too. At 
last count, the National 
Archives has 13.5 billion 
pages of documents; 10 
million maps, charts, 
and drawings; 41 million 
photos and graphics. It 
also oversees historical 
materials in 16 presidential 
libraries.

So it’s understandable 
that a few things slip 
through the cracks. But 
when a missing item be-
longed to a president, it’s 
serious. Here are several 
presidential possessions 
the National Archives can’t 
find.

Truman’s swords
Harry Truman had im-

mense personal integrity. 
He believed official gifts 
belonged to the American 
people. He created the Tru-
man Presidential Library 
and Museum so everyday 
folks could see those glitzy 
things.

Unfortunately, thieves 
decided to help themselves 
to a few.

Early one Friday 
morning in March 1978, 
they broke into the library 
through the front door, 
smashed three display 
cases and were gone in 45 
seconds. Also gone were 
three ceremonial swords 
and two daggers given to 
Truman by Saudi Arabia’s 
crown prince and the shah 
of Iran, handcrafted and 
featuring gold chains and 
ivory grips studded with 
diamonds, emeralds and 
rubies.

Johnson’s ring
John F. Kennedy loved 

the sea. So it’s no surprise 
he accepted an invitation 
to deliver the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy’s 1964 
commencement address. 

After his assassination, 
Lyndon Johnson honored 
Kennedy’s commitment.3

The graduates showed 
their appreciation by 
making him an honorary 
member of the Class of 
1964, with his very own 
yellow sapphire in 14K 
gold setting class ring en-
graved with — what else? 
— LBJ.

It disappeared from the 
Johnson Presidential Li-
brary and Museum, which 
very much wants it back.

Roosevelt’s portrait
Ellen Emmet Rand 

painted the rich and fa-
mous, immortalizing more 
than 500 in oil portraits. 
She tried to paint Theodore 
Roosevelt, but eventual-
ly gave up because “he 
couldn’t sit still.”

Rand didn’t have that 
problem in 1934, when 
Teddy’s cousin Franklin 
sat for her. FDR liked the 
painting so much that it 
became his official White 
House portrait.

Sometime after his 
death, for reasons un-
known, the portrait was 
moved to the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential Li-
brary and Museum in Hyde 
Park, N.Y. (A portrait by 
another artist, Frank O. 
Salisbury, is in the White 
House collection.)

In 2004, Peter Rand, 
the artist’s grandson and a 
Boston University in-
structor, was researching 
at FDR’s library when he 
asked to see the painting. 
Sorry, library staff told 
him, it’s unavailable for 
viewing. No big deal, he 
thought.

Imagine his surprise 
when, six months later, he 
got a letter from the library 
saying the painting was 
missing. It said nobody 
could remember seeing the 
portrait since it was moved 
to temporary storage in 
2001. (How could any-

one “lose” a 5-foot-high, 
4-foot-wide picture housed 
in a gilt wood frame and 
stored in a 250-pound art 
crate?) It’s listed in the 
FBI’s National Stolen Art 
database.

Lincoln’s telegrams
If Abraham Lincoln 

were alive today, he’d 
be a tech geek. He loved 
the latest inventions and 
advancements.

One of his favorites was 
the telegram. He appreciat-
ed being able to communi-
cate instantly with anyone, 
anywhere in the country. 
A telegraph office in the 
War Department sat next 
door to the White House. 
Lincoln sent messages so 
often that they created a 
special pad so he could 
write the text himself, then 
send it by courier to the 
telegrapher.

The government saved 
all those documents. 
Because they were written 
in Lincoln’s own hand, 
they’re very valuable 
today. Many reveal the 
ho-hum daily drudgery of 
a wartime president. Con-
sider this one from April 
29, 1864:

“General Brayman
“I am appealed to on 

behalf of O. Kellogg 
and J.W. Pryor, both in 
prison in Cairo, Ills. Please 
telegraph me what are the 
charges and summary of 
the evidence against them.

“A. Lincoln”
Not nearly as dramatic 

as, say, “How’s the Battle 
of Gettysburg going? 
We’re dying to find out 
here!” Yet still worth 
saving.

In 2008, the National 
Archives digitally scanned 
those messages. To its hor-
ror, five were missing.

As far as historic relics 

The president's stuff is missing!

Curry County 
deserves 
facts, not rumors 

I encourage every voter 
in Curry County to be in-
formed, ask questions, and 
look beyond the headlines. 
In politics, some of the 
most damaging distortions 
are not outright lies, but 
facts deliberately left out.

Throughout this cam-
paign, accusations sur-
rounding the MRE incident 
and claims of an alleged 
“10-mile rap sheet” have 
been used to question my 
character. The Oregon 
Department of Justice 
reviewed the MRE inci-
dent and concluded there 
was insufficient evidence 
to prove theft. That is a 
critical part of the record, 
and voters deserve the 
full context—not simply 
repeated accusations.

I have passed 10 local, 
state, and federal back-
ground checks this calen-
dar year alone for employ-
ment, volunteer work, and 
personal matters. I have 
no criminal convictions or 
arrests. Families, coaches, 
and young athletes see me 
working throughout the 
Oregon coast year-round, 
despite claims that I am 
unemployed. The facts 
are available to anyone 
willing to look beyond the 
rhetoric.

This election is about 
more than accusations. It 
is about whether Curry 
County continues down 
the same path of politi-
cal insiders and familiar 
alliances, or whether we 
restore public trust and put 
our community first.

Look at the endorse-
ments, the alliances, 
and the campaign signs 
appearing together across 
the county. I will let voters 
draw their own conclu-
sions. I am not running 
to belong to the good-old 
boys’ club. I am running 

to represent the people 
of Curry County. The 
endorsement I am seeking 
is yours.

My opponent and I are 
both Republicans. I believe 
effective leadership means 
working with anyone, 
regardless of party, who 
is willing to do what is 
right for our county. Party 
politics must never come 
before public safety, ac-
countability, or the people 
we serve.

I am a working-class 
husband and father, born 
and raised in Oregon. I un-
derstand the value of hard 
work, personal responsibil-
ity, and a government that 
answers to its citizens—
not political insiders. My 
commitment is to the 
people who live and work 
here, the families raising 
their children here, and the 
future we share.

I ask voters to think 
independently, verify the 
facts, and refuse to let so-
cial media outrage or care-
fully constructed narratives 
make their decisions for 
them. We can disagree on 
policy and still demand 
honesty, fairness, and 
accountability from those 
seeking public office.

On November 3, I ask 
for your vote. Vote for 
accountability. Vote for 
public safety. Vote for 
leadership that puts Curry 
County before politics.

Jeremy Dumire
Candidate for Curry 
County Commissioner, 
Position 1
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Off the charts: Bee and other insect stings

Lejeune
from page 1

AWARD
from page 1

Letters
From page 2

By Dr. GiGi Reed
MD

Warm weather is 
winding down but 

when the sun wins over 
the clouds, we can still en-
counter frantic bees, wasps 
or hornets. A pleasant af-
ternoon can then turn into 
a painful one. Most stings 
cause little more than tem-
porary pain, redness, and 
swelling. Occasionally, 
however, a sting triggers a 
dangerous allergic reaction 
that requires immediate 
treatment.

Fatal reactions are un-
common, but they do oc-
cur. According to the CDC 
and Prevention, almost 800 
deaths from bee, wasp, and 
hornet stings were record-
ed in the United States 
between 2011 and 2021—
an average of about 72 
each year. Knowing how 
to recognize a serious reac-
tion can make a lifesaving 
difference.

The first step after a 
sting is to move away 

from the insects to avoid 
additional stings. 

Honeybees commonly 
leave a barbed stinger and 
attached venom sac em-
bedded in the skin. Wasps 
and hornets generally 
do not leave their sting-
ers behind and can sting 
repeatedly.

If a stinger remains, 
remove it immediately. 
Scraping it out with a 
fingernail or the edge of 
a card works, but pulling 
it out is also acceptable. 
Speed matters more than 
technique: the longer the 
stinger remains, the more 
venom it can deliver. I 
would not waste time 

searching for the ideal 
removal tool.

For an ordinary local 
reaction, wash the area 
with soap and water and 
apply a cold compress- this 
narrows the blood vessels 
and hinders the venom’s 
spread. An over-the-count-
er pain reliever can ease 
discomfort, while an anti-
histamine may help with 
itching. Most uncomplicat-
ed stings can be managed 
at home.

The more serious 
concern is anaphylaxis, a 
rapidly developing allergic 
reaction that can affect 
breathing and circulation. 
It occurs when the immune 
system responds exces-
sively to a trigger such 
as insect venom. Blood 
vessels widen and become 
leaky, blood pressure can 
fall, and the airways may 
narrow. Warning signs 
include swelling of the 
tongue or throat, difficul-
ty breathing, wheezing, 
widespread hives, vomit-
ing, dizziness, or fainting. 

Hives are common, but 
their absence does not rule 
out a dangerous reaction.

Epinephrine is the 
essential first treatment for 
anaphylaxis. It helps open 
the airways, reduce swell-
ing, and restore blood pres-
sure. If a severe reaction 
develops and an epineph-
rine auto-injector, such as 
EpiPen, is available, use it 
immediately and call 911. 
Do not wait to see whether 
an antihistamine will help. 
Antihistamines cannot 
reverse dangerous airway 
obstruction or shock.

Emergency care may 
include additional epi-
nephrine, oxygen, and 
intravenous fluids to 
support blood pressure and 
circulation. Inhaled medi-
cations can help persistent 
wheezing, and patients 
with severe airway swell-
ing may need a breathing 
tube. These measures 
support treatment; they do 
not replace epinephrine.

Antihistamines may 
relieve itching and hives 

after the immediate emer-
gency has been addressed. 
Corticosteroids, once 
commonly given during 
anaphylaxis, are not 
recommended routinely. 
Neither antihistamines nor 
corticosteroids reliably 
prevent a second wave of 
symptoms.

A possible second 
wave is called a biphasic 
reaction: symptoms return 
after the initial episode has 
resolved, without another 
sting. Patients therefore 
need observation after 
treatment. The appropriate 
observation period depends 
on the severity of the 
reaction, the response to 
epinephrine, and other risk 
factors. A severe reaction 
or the need for repeated 
epinephrine generally calls 
for longer monitoring.

There is a very rare 
situation where a person 
receives many many 
many bee stings (100 or 
more) which can introduce 
enough actual toxins which 
can harm our organs or tis-

sues directly. This can in-
clude nerves, muscles and/
or kidneys and requires 
hospital intervention.

Most insect stings 
luckily remain a painful 
inconvenience only, rather 
than a medical emergency. 
The important distinction 
is between symptoms 
confined to the sting site 
and symptoms affecting 
breathing, or circulation. 
When a serious allergic 
reaction is suspected, 
prompt epinephrine and 
emergency medical care 
are the priorities.

 Leaving Germany after 
college, Dr. Gudrun (Gigi) 
Reed spent over 20 years 
as a scientist in the U.S. 
She holds four patents in 
DNA research and was a 
university professor. Today 
she is busy as co-medical 
director for hospice, acute 
rehabilitation and prac-
tices family medicine in 
Brookings, OR. Gigireed-
md@gmail.com

most remarkable is the heart 
behind it. She leads with in-
tegrity, has the courage to do 
what is right, and never loses 
sight of the people behind the 
issues,” stated the League.

James C. Richards, for 

whom the award was named, 
was a city councilor for Bay 
City and was the adminis-
trative officer for Tillamook 
County. His many years of 
involvement in intergov-
ernmental affairs serve as a 
model for others and is the 
standard by which nominees 
are evaluated.

The LOC, founded in 
1925, is a voluntary asso-

ciation representing all 241 
of Oregon’s incorporated 
cities. The League helps 
city governments serve 
their citizens by providing 
legislative services, policy 
setting, intergovernmental 
relations, conferences and 
training, technical assistance 
and publications.

love our career,” she said. 
“We might not always love 
a particular day, but over-
all, being a 911 Dispatcher 
is a very important and 
rewarding career and we 
know it.”

The work can involve 
long stretches of waiting 
followed by an immediate 
shift into crisis.

“We know that not many 
can do what we do. Not 
many would be willing to 
sit for 10 hours and wait 
for the phone to ring or the 
Officer to call out over the 
radio. We react from zero 
to 60 every day.”

That shared experi-
ence creates a strong 
bond among dispatchers, 
something LeJeune has 
valued deeply in her role 
as supervisor.

“Supervising these in-
credibly dedicated people 
is just a matter of lifting 
them up and holding them 
in unquestionable esteem,” 
she said. “We are an odd 
bunch and we could not be 
more proud of each other, 
every day.”

And beneath all of it is 
the knowledge that any 
call can become the one 
that matters most.

“We come to work 
knowing we might just 
save someone’s life today.”

LeJeune knows that 
firsthand. In 2010, she 
received a Life Saving 
Medal for being part of a 
team that performed CPR 
on an 11-year-old girl who 

stopped breathing and 
collapsed during basketball 
practice.

City Manager Tim 
Rundel said that steady 
presence has been central 
to LeJeune’s service.

“For the past 20 years, 
Tracy LeJeune has been a 
steady voice of reassurance 
during some of the most 
frightening moments in 
people's lives,” Rundel 
said. “Whether guiding 
someone through an emer-
gency or helping keep our 
first responders safe, Tracy 
has been a lifeline for 
countless individuals and 
families throughout Brook-
ings and Curry County. 
Her dedication to public 
safety is truly remarkable.”

When looking back on 
her time with the City, 
LeJeune points first to the 
people she has worked 
with.

“I am most proud of the 
tenure of our staff, some of 
whom I have had the plea-
sure of being their training 
officer,” she said.

Her own career includes 
several major milestones 
— receiving the Life Sav-
ing Medal in 2010, being 
promoted to Communica-
tions Supervisor in 2018 
and being named the City 
of Brookings Employee of 
the Year in 2020.

But some of the mo-
ments that stay with a 
dispatcher are not awards 
or promotions.

“I have been involved in 
so many different types of 
calls,” LeJeune said. “We 
are often asked, ‘What was 
the hardest call I have ever 

taken?’”
For her, the answer is 

immediate.
“My answer will always 

be when I took a 911 call 
from my recently retired 
Dispatch partner’s husband 
who told me, ‘Suzi’s not 
breathing,’ and I could not 
save her.”

That call remains a 
deeply personal reminder 
of how close dispatchers 
can come to the emer-
gencies they handle. The 
person on the other end 
of the line is not always 
a stranger. Sometimes it 
is someone they know, 
someone they worked 
besides, or someone they 
care about.

A lot has changed over 
her 20 years, but the big-
gest change, LeJeune said, 
is technology.

“We used to have to re-
ally rely on a caller telling 
us their location, but with 
today’s technology the lo-
cation is pinpointed pretty 
accurately.”

Dispatchers also have 
access to more resources 
and stronger training than 
they did when she began.

“We have so many more 
resources now and better 
training methods.”

Even with those chang-
es, the purpose of the job 
has remained largely the 
same: listen carefully, 
gather the right informa-
tion, send help where it is 
needed and stay steady for 
the person on the other end 
of the line.

For LeJeune, the rela-
tionships built during the 
past 20 years are among 

the most meaningful parts 
of her career.

“I am so grateful for the 
20 years of camaraderie 
and friendships that I have 
been blessed with,” she 
said.

She also draws a clear 
distinction between her 
first career and the work 
she found in public safety.

“I don’t even tell people 
about the 22-year career 
I had prior to becoming a 
Dispatcher. I made good 
money, but what I did 
wasn’t important.”

Dispatch, she said, was 
different.

“Being a 911 Dispatcher 
IS important and the City’s 
Dispatchers are the best. I 
am so proud of them and 
so proud to have been a 
part of their lives, as much 
as they have been a part of 
mine.”

There are also several 
people she credits with 
helping shape the course of 
her career, beginning with 
Tyler McCourt.

“I should probably thank 
Tyler McCourt first — and 
I bet he would wonder 
why,” she said.

In 2005, LeJeune and 
McCourt both interviewed 
for a dispatcher position 
with the Curry County 
Sheriff’s Office. The 
Sheriff’s Office also had 
a jailer position open and 
asked McCourt if he would 
be interested in that role 
instead.

“He agreed to go to the 
jail, and I was hired as a 
Dispatcher. So thank you, 
Tyler!”

LeJeune also thanked 

Police Chief Kelby 
McCrae “for recognizing 
the need for a Commu-
nications Supervisor and 
giving me the opportunity 
to fill that role,” and Lt. 
Dotson “for listening and 
putting up with me all 
these years.”

Her greatest thanks, 
though, are reserved for 
her family.

“I most of all want 
to thank my kids, Sara 
and Daniel, for being so 
understanding when I had 
to work on holidays or 
birthdays, and my husband 
Wade, who has always 
been my sounding board 
and stabilizer.”

Chief McCrae said Le-
Jeune’s impact has extend-
ed both to the community 
and to the people she has 
worked beside.

“Tracy served our 
Brookings community for 
20 years, first as a 9-1-1 
Dispatcher and then as 
the Dispatch Supervisor,” 
McCrae said. “She dedi-
cated herself by being that 
reassuring and supportive 
voice on the phone that 
was there for each person 
in their time of need.”

He also emphasized the 
support she brought to the 
department itself.

“Tracy met each day 
driven to make a dif-
ference and committed 
herself to supporting our 
dispatchers and officers, 
both professionally and 
personally,” McCrae said. 
“Tracy leaves having made 
positive lasting impacts on 
our department.”

After two decades of 

emergency calls, radio 
traffic and unpredictable 
shifts, she is looking for-
ward to something much 
quieter.

“I am looking forward to 
not setting the alarm on the 
clock radio my mom gave 
me in 1978 when I moved 
out of the house.”

She and Wade are also 
looking forward to visiting 
their children and extended 
family across the country. 
They hope to sell their 
home and move to Rose-
burg, and eventually return 
to visit Italy.

And retirement will still 
include plenty of activ-
ity, especially golf and 
bowling.

After 20 years of alarms 
of a very different kind — 
911 calls, radio traffic and 
the uncertainty of what 
each shift might bring — 
LeJeune has earned the 
opportunity to turn off the 
clock radio.

Her career began 
because she answered a 
newspaper ad for a job 
she barely knew existed. 
Twenty years later, she 
leaves as a respected lead-
er, mentor and colleague 
who helped shape the 
City’s dispatch operation 
and supported countless 
people during moments 
when they needed some-
one calm on the other end 
of the line.

The City of Brook-
ings congratulates Tracy 
LeJeune on her retirement 
and thanks her for 20 years 
of dedicated service to our 
community.

Support Com-
missioner Lynn 
Coker for Curry 
County 
Commissioner

As a former Curry 
County Commissioner 

and current Oregon State 
Senator, I am writing to 
urge voters to elect Com-
missioner Lynn Coker to 
the Curry County Board of 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Coker 
has demonstrated exactly 
the kind of leadership Cur-
ry County needs: steady, 
transparent, and focused 
on the difficult work of 
governing. During his time 
on the commission, he has 
tackled budgets, account-

ability, inventory controls, 
and oversight issues that 
directly affect taxpayers. 
He has shown a willing-
ness to ask tough questions 
and insist on responsible 
stewardship of public 
resources.

I have worked closely 
with Commissioner Coker 
on issues critical to our re-
gion, including our shared 
opposition to offshore 
wind development off the 
Southern Oregon Coast. 

Throughout that effort, he 
has been a strong advocate 
for coastal communities, 
commercial fishing, local 
economies, and the voices 
of Curry County residents.

This election is ultimate-
ly about trust, judgment, 
and proven leadership. 
Voters should carefully 
examine the public record 
of all candidates. County 
Commissioners oversee 
taxpayer dollars, make 
decisions affecting public 

safety, and are entrusted 
with significant respon-
sibilities. Those seeking 
public office should be 
held to the highest stan-
dards of accountability, 
transparency, and integrity.

Lynn Coker has earned 
the confidence of Curry 
County through his work, 
his professionalism, and 
his commitment to serving 
the public interest. At a 
time when our county 
faces serious challenges 

and important decisions, 
experience and sound 
judgment matter.

I encourage our Curry 
County residents to sup-
port Lynn Coker for Curry 
County Commissioner.

Senator David Brock Smith
Oregon State Senate
Former Curry County 
Commissioner

Have an opinion to share?
Send letters to the editor to: 

PilotEditor@CountryMedia.net
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Starting at

$899
Barron’s

We are very excited to introduce our new line of lift chairs;
Barron’s LIFT

Available in multiple body styles with a number of options, Barron’s lift 
has the customizability people are looking for when they need it most.

Featuring
• Independent Leg Lift & Back Recline • USB Charging Port 

• 350lb Weight Limit • High Density Foam Options 
• Varying Widths • Power Headrest* • Power Lumbar*

• Lay Flat Mechanism • Extended Footrest
• Quick Delivery on Suggested Floor Fabric. 

*Options may vary by style

Down the Hwy from our Main Store
97885 Shopping Center Ave.
Harbor, OR • 541-412-1226

410 Oak Street • Brookings, OR
541-412-0250 • 800-667-9990

Text anytime: 541-230-9368

Wild Rivers Coast
Brookings

Wild Rivers CoastWild Rivers Coast
Brookings

15138 McVay Lane

Pastor Carl Smith
541-659-9352 

Friends Who Like Christian 
Community Church - Harbor

See Our Facebook page

Sunday Service 10:30am
Bible Study Thursdays 7:00pm
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WWee  BBeelliieevvee    
JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  tthhee  oonnllyy  bbeeggootttteenn    
SSoonn  OOff  GGOODD,,  ddiieedd  oonn  tthhee  ccrroossss  
FFoorr  oouurr  ssiinnss..  
  
WWee  BBeelliieevvee    
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HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  GGOODD  ddwweellllss  wwiitthhiinn    
UUss,,  ffiilllliinngg  uuss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppoowweerr  
TToo  lliivvee  aa  lliiffee  pplleeaassiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  FFaatthheerr..    
  
WWee  BBeelliieevvee    
  

TThhee  HHoollyy  BBiibbllee  iiss  tthhee  iinnffaalllliibbllee    
WWoorrdd  ooff  GGOODD..  
  
WWee  BBeelliieevvee    
WWee  aarree  ssaavveedd  bbyy  ggrraaccee  tthhrroouugghh    
FFaaiitthh  aanndd  nnoott  ooff  wwoorrkkss..    
  
WWee  BBeelliieevvee    
IInn  WWaatteerr  bbaappttiissmm  bbyy  iimmmmeerrssiioonn..    
  
WWee  BBeelliieevvee    
IInn  ppaarrttaakkiinngg  ooff  HHoollyy  ccoommmmuunniioonn  iinn    
RReemmeemmbbrraannccee  ooff  JJeessuuss..    

WWee  aaggrreeee  wwiitthh  CChhaarrlleess  SSppuurrggeeoonn,,  
““  TThheeyy  wwiillll  nnoott  ccaarree  hhooww  mmuucchh    

        WWee  kknnooww  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  kknnooww  
                HHooww  mmuucchh  wwee  ccaarree””..  

  
HHooww  ccaann  wwee  hheellpp  ??    
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  **  HHoommee  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddyy  
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Christian Community ChurchChristian Community Church

Christian Science
Church

429 Pine St. at Redwood Spur, 
Brookings 

Sunday Service............11 a.m.
Sunday School............11 a.m.

Wednesday Testimony Mtg..6 p.m.
Reading Room:

Monday & Wednesday..1-3 p.m.
or by appointment

www.BrookingsCSC.com
541-469-2398 or 469-3333

Crescent City SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST

Pastor Barry Kimbrough

102 Park Ave., Brookings
541-469-3030

Also on Facebook and Youtube.
https://www.facebook.com/
7thdayadventistbrookings/

Saturday Bible Study.....10:00am
     (All Ages)
Saturday Worship..........11:15am

Faith Baptist Church
Fundamental Independent
409 Hillside Ave. Unit C, 

Brookings
541-412-1070

Sunday School...............10 a.m.
Morning Preaching........11 a.m.
Evening Preaching...........6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study...7 p.m. 

“Looking for an exciting Bible-
Preaching Church? We may be 
just what you’re looking for!”

Church of Christ
17222 Passley Rd., Brookings

Sunday Morning
Bible Study.....10am

Sunday Morning
Worship Assembly...11:00am

Wednesday Bible Class.....3pm
Evangelist: Darryl A Cope

541-469-6453 or
541-469-0191

Star of the Sea
Catholic Church

Justus Alaeto, Pastor
820 Old County Rd., Brookings

541-469-2313
Tuesday Mass.................5:15 p.m.
Wednesday Mass...........5:15 p.m.
Friday Mass....................5:15 p.m.
Saturday Mass................4:30 p.m.
Saturday Spanish Mass....6:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass..................8:30 a.m.
First Friday every month Adoration

4 p.m. & Mass 6 p.m.
First Saturday every month Mass 9 a.m.
https://staroftheseastcharles.org/

1770 Northcrest Dr., Crescent City

Crescent City
Seventh-day Adventist School

Saturday

707-464-2738
Pastor Mason Philpot

Adventist
Church

Seventh-day

Grades 1-8 ...........707-464-2738

Sabbath School...........9:30 a.m.
Worship Services.......11:00 a.m.

Grace
Lutheran

(LCMS)
Church

9:00am

10:15am
11:15am

All Ages Bible Study
   Childcare Available
“The Story” Worship
Fellowship

188 E Cooper, Crescent City
www.GraceLutheranCC.com Smith River

 Smith River 
Baptist Church

340 Highland Avenue,
Smith River

Just off Hwy. 101 
(707) 487-5275

Pastor Steve Alexander

Worship Service ..............10:30am

Pastor Pat Henderson
(707) 460-1696

Sun 10:00am • Wed 6:30pm
Kids Ministry for both services
Also on Facebook and YouTube
www.solidrockcrescentcity.com

3180 S Fred D Haight Drive 
Smith River, CA 95567 • (707) 460-1696

Ft. Dick

Sunday School - 9:30am
Sunday Service - 10:45am

Sunday Replay on Facebook
@FortDickBibleChurch

Mid-Week Bible Study - call for details
Phone (707) 458-4030

“Grace Alone,
through Christ Alone,
for God’s Glory Alone” 

6725 Lake Earl Dr.

 Fort Dick Bible Church

Share your service with us! Spaces as low as $13 per week in The Curry Coastal Pilot
Email: kmace@CountryMedia.net
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Jessica Laine Spencer

General election
november 3, 2026

Chetco Activity Center
Invites you to Join Us this week
for a Delicious, Nutritious Hot Lunch 

550 Chetco Lane, Brookings 541-469-6822
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

1 2
Bbq Fish 

Mac ‘N Cheese 
Broccoli 

Cheeseburger 
Lettuce, Tomato 

Pickle, Onion 
Sweet Potato 

Fries 

Beefy Chili With 
Beans 

Cornbread 
Corn 

 

Fish Taco 
Rice 

Black Beans 

 

Sweet & Sour 
Chicken 

Turmeric Rice 
Asian Blend 

 

Italian Baked Fish 
Tomato Pasta 
Green Beans 

 

Hot Dog 
Baked Beans 

Carrots 

 

Smoked Pork 
Ribs 
Yams 

Succotash 

Egg & Chili Taco 
Regried Beans 

Fruit 
 

Chicken Alfredo 
Pasta 

Chef ’s Blend 

Salmon Patty On 
A Bun 

Chicken Noodle 
Soup 

Beef Stroganoff 
Biscuit 
Carrots 

 

Beef Stew 
Biscuit 
Beets 

 

Chicken Taco 
Rice 

Beans 

 

Meatloaf 
Baked Potato 
Chef ’s Blend 

 

Fish ‘N Chips 
Peas & Carrots 

 

Cheese Ravioli 
With Maranara  

Garlic Bread 
Zucchini 

 

Kielbasa With 
Sauerkraut 

Mac ‘N Cheese 

 

Beef Taco 
Refried Beans 

Corn 

 

Vegi Spaghetti 
Bread Sticks 

Grilled Vegetables

 

Tuna Melt 
Clam Chowder 

 

Turkey 
Stuffing, Mashed 
Potatoes, Gravy 

Yams

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

Menu is subject to change without notice.
Meals include Drinks (Coffee, Tea (hot or iced), 

Milk, or Water), Salad, and Dessert.
Meals Cost $10 to prepare - Donations requested.

Obituaries/News/Columns

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Jessica Laine Spencer 
(Kensinger) will be 

remembered for her gentle 

spirit, generous heart, 
steadfast loyalty, and deep 
faith.

Raised in Grass Valley, 
California, Jessica later 
made her home in Brook-
ings, Oregon. A lifelong 
learner, she earned her 
bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Southern 
California.

Jessica is survived by 
her son, Troy; her husband, 
Nathan; her parents, Kandi 
Legg and Robert Kensing-
er; her stepfather, Jeff 

Legg; her siblings, Jaime, 
Curtis, and Jennifer; and 
her extended family.

Jessica touched the lives 
of all who knew her. Her 
kindness, loyalty, spiritual-
ity, and distinctive warmth 
will remain cherished by 
her family and friends, 
who will carry her memory 
in their hearts.

If you knew Jessica, 
please remember her fond-
ly and cherish the memo-
ries you shared with her.

go, these aren’t hugely 
significant. A ceremonial 
sword and class ring can’t 
compare to the handwrit-
ten Declaration of Inde-
pendence or the original 
Star-Spangled Banner.

Yet each is a personal 
connection to a president. 
When those items are lost 
or stolen, you, me, and 
every American are poorer 
for it.

ABOUT THE WRITER
J. Mark Powell is a for-

mer television journalist. 
His nonfiction book “Wit-
ness to War: The Story 
of the Civil War Told by 
Those Living Through 
It” is available at jmark-
powell.com. He wrote this 
for InsideSources.com.

Sea-Side Social Scene
Jacques Kepner
Social Columnist

Greetings, dear Pilot 
readers! Welcome 

once again to the Sea-Side 
Social Scene, where the 
calendar has apparent-
ly traded in its walking 
shoes for electric roller 
skates. Halloween is only 
a few trick-or-treats away, 
November is peeking over 
the horizon like a moon 
above a fog bank. From 
now until the final cham-
pagne toast of New Year’s 
Eve, it’s parties, potlucks, 
and enough music to make 
a starfish dance! Thanks-
giving is waiting in the 
turkey wings and Christ-
mas is jingling its bells. 
So, polish up your dance 
moves and get ready to 
roll!

This week’s spotlight 
shines brightly on KCIW, 
100.7 FM, Curry County’s 
one-and-only community 
radio station. This dy-
namic, 15-year-old station 
survives on goodwill, 
donations, and volunteers. 
With no commercials, 
salaries, or advertising 
budgets, 100% of your do-
nated money goes toward 
great programming, ser-
vice, and education along 
the southern coast. 

Speaking of KCIW, Dr. 
Gigi and I are celebrating 
our third year of produc-
ing our popular, syndicat-
ed live broadcast, “The 
Doc & Jacques Show.” On 
each week’s live broad-

cast, we interview local 
folks who “excel at what 
they do best!” If you are a 
local mover and shaker—
or know someone who is 
a character—please let us 
know!

With the season of 
giving now upon us, 
please point your mouse 
to www.kciw.org, and help 
support YOUR Communi-
ty Radio!

This very newspaper 
that is shaking in your 
sweaty palms may be 
haunted. Yes, in need of 
exorcising! So, gather up 
your nerves and crawl 
down to “The Final Exit.” 
Maniacally hosted by the 
demonic minions of Chet-
co Pelican Players The-
ater. This annual “Harbor 
Haunted-House,” will rat-
tle, scream and misbehave 
badly until Halloween 
night. It is doppelgängered 
into the large old Rite-Aid 
store in Harbor. See the 
severed heads on aisle 
#13! Admission is $15 or 
be prepared to donate your 
baby toe to the pickle jar!

Now, hold onto your 
hats, Halloween enthu-
siasts: DTP, otherwise 
known as Disturbing the 
Peace, will arrive at Chet-
co Brewing Co. on Oct 
30, prepared to violate all 
sensibilities and probably 
a few bedtimes. Dr. Gigi 
and yours truly plan to be 
on the big, packed dance 
floor all night, assuming 
our knees approve the 
hoppy haunts. Boo, in-

deed! We love DTP!
“It’s not the cough that 

carries you off- it’s the 
coffin they carry you off 
in.”

Some shout outs this 
week: Huge hugs to 
‘Sweet’ Sharon Sheets 
- thanks for all the work 
you’ve done for ART! 
Also to Donna Simon, 
founding virtuosa of 
Coastal Winds, recorder 
music group. Chris Mitch-
ell, a groovy guy and 
Deli-God at Fred Meyer.

Apologies to Shari. 
Ray Gary is a wizard, 
NOT a warlock! Gudrun 
Cheshier, you will be 
missed by all. Happy 60th 
anniversary toast to Les 
and Rochelle Odom, dear 
friends, fun folks and a 
great couple!

Down-The-Road:
-Haunting-for-Habitat, 

@ Port-O-Pints, CC, Oct 
30.

-Wild Rivers Mushroom 
Festival, @ Chetco Brew-
ery, Nov 7-8.

Well, dear readers, it’s 
time to close the curtain 
on this week’s edition of 
“Sea-Side Social Scene!” I 
am honored to report good 
news about folks, gigs, 
events and parties! Con-
sider reaching out to me to  
share the good vibes! 

Email: jaxlist4u@gmail.
com 

Text: 510-881-3679 

Cheers!

SMART Reading calls for volunteers
In Brookings and Gold Beach

For 35 years, SMART 
Reading, Oregon's largest 
volunteer-driven literacy 
nonprofit, has proven 
that one hour a week 
can change a child’s life. 
Now, as the organization 
launches its programs for 
the 2026-27 school year, 
community members have 
an opportunity to step up 
and empower the next 
generation of readers by 
volunteering to read week-
ly with students.

Volunteers are needed at 
Kalmiopsis Elementary in 
Brookings and Driftwood 
Elementary in Port Orford. 
No prior teaching experi-
ence is required, and full 
training is provided.

Since launching in 
1992, SMART Reading 

has reached landmark 
milestones across the 
state, pairing over 164,000 
volunteers with more than 
357,000 Oregon chil-
dren and putting over 5.1 
million books directly into 
children's homes. SMART 
delivers two ingredi-
ents critical for learning 
success: shared reading 
time and personal book 
ownership. By mobilizing 
volunteers to read with 
PreK through third-grade 
students, SMART builds 
confidence, literacy skills, 
and a lifelong love of 
reading.

This year, SMART plans 
to serve more than 600 stu-
dents and distribute more 
than 4000 books in Coos, 
Curry, and Douglas coun-

ties, ensuring local kids 
have the tools and support 
they need to succeed. 

“For 35 years, our vol-
unteers have been the heart 
of everything we do,” says 
Regional Director, Leona 
Westdahl. “Sitting down 
with a child and encour-
aging them, helping them 
find books they love, and 
giving them an opportu-
nity to practice the skills 
they’re learning in the 
classroom is a simple, but 
powerful way to set them 
on a path for success in 
school and beyond. Plus, 
it’s so much fun!”

To learn more about 
volunteer opportunities 
or sign up today at www.
SMARTReading.org or by 
calling 541-266-7476.
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MOBILE WASH N' WAX
Detail Cars n' Trucks
Service to your door

License # 3763
541-661-0807 or text me

Audien Hearing. The world's 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-844-387-1163. 
 
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide cover-
age as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-504-6496. 
 
DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property 
and bills division. No court ap-
pearances. Divorced in 1-5 
weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com. 
 
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction 
 
FreedomCare. Let your loved 
ones care for you and get paid! 
Paid by Medicaid. Choose 
family or friends as your paid 
caregiver. Check your eligi-
bility today! Call Freedom-
Care now! 1-855-994-1589. 
 
Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2026. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today! 
 

Get Boost Infinite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 844-955-3417. 
 
Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-373-9175. 
 
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-341-5268. 
 
No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & 
Seniors get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. Restric-
tions apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer details. 
 
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-877-557-1912 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's not just a 
generator. It's a power move. 
 
Repairing or replacing appli-
ances and home systems like 
heating and cooling can be 
costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 
30% off any plan today. Work-
manship Guarantee included. 
Terms apply. Call Cinch Home 
Services 1-855-907-9919. 
 

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material - Steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer Â- up to 50% off in-
stallation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-626-1990. 
 
Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy 
greater independence and 
stay in the home you love. Feel 
safe on every level. $750 off 
plus FREE installation. Made 
in the U.S.A. Call today for a 
free quote. 1-888-473-1933. 
 
STRUGGLING WITH STAIRS? 
STAY SAFE AT HOME. Acorn 
StairliftsÂ® are the perfect 
solution for arthritis, COPD, 
and mobility challenges. A+ 
Rated by the BBB. Special 
$250 Savings and a FREE 
In-Home Consultation. Call 
1-844-812-6573 Today! 
 
The bathroom of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or No Payments 
and No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-844-847-9778. 
 
We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-855-980-4382.

McLennan Excavation has a 
full-time working foreman po-
sition to fill. The working fore-

man will have full understand-
ing of underground utilities and 
grading. Foreman will have full 
working knowledge of the use 
of heavy equipment needed for 
all excavation projects. Lead-
ership, communication, critical 
thinking, and problem solving 
under pressure will be essential 
in this position. The ability to 
successfully manage projects 
and use project management 
plans and can set grades and 
elevations. McLennan Exca-
vation offers health & dental 
benefits as well as 401K oppor-
tunities. Email your resume to: 
lily@pipeandrock.com or drop 
off your resume & apply directly 
at 98109 N. Bank Chetco River 
Road; Brookings, OR. Open 
hours are Monday through Fri-
day from 7aqm to 5pm. Please 
be prepared for a prospective 
interview.

Brent Ottosen Timber Co. 
Selective logging specialists. 
Buying standing timber. Insured 
with excellent references. 
Honest, dependable service 
throughout Southern 
Oregon. Call today for 
estimate: 541-866-8586. 
 
OLDER POKEMON CARDS. 
Paying cash for 1990s-2000s 
Pokemon cards, collections, 
binders. Any condition. Local 
transaction. Please call or text 
Dane 503-884-5031. Thank 
you.

2BR/1.5BA • BROOKINGS
$1475 • REMOD $1550

W/S/G INCL • PETS OK
$500 OFF 1ST MO!

CALL/TEXT SAM 916-809-
0726

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON 

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
CURRY

PROBATE DEPARTMENT
In the Matter of the Estate of: 
SHIRLEY J. RETTKE, De-
ceased.

Case No. 26PB08837
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Cynthia L. Williams has 
been appointed personal rep-
resentative. All persons having 
claims against the estate are 
required to present them, with 
vouchers attached, to the per-
sonal representative at c/o K.R. 
Olin, Attorney at Law, PO Box 
7530, Brookings, OR 97415, 
within four months after the 
date of first publication of this 
notice, or the claims may be 
barred.
All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional informa-
tion from the records of the 
court, the personal representa-
tive, or the attorney for the per-
sonal representative, K.R. Olin, 
PO Box 7530, Brookings, OR 
97415.
DATED AND FIRST PUB-
LISHED October 14, 2026.
/s/ K.R. Olin
K. R. Olin, OSB #903547
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative
PO Box 7530, Brookings, OR 
97415
(541)469-2669
olinandassociates@gmail.com
10/14, 10/21, 10/28/2026 Pilot 
431099

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF 

CURRY
PROBATE DEPARTMENT

In the Matter of the Estate of: 
PAUL CHRISTOPHER MUR-
PHY Deceased. 

Case No.: 26PB08923 
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Susan Garvey has been 
appointed Administrator of the 
above captioned estate. All per-
sons having claims against the 

estate are required to present 
them, with vouchers attached, 
to Susan Garvey, 409 Deerfield 
Circle, Santa Rosa CA 95409, 
within four (4) months after 
the date of first publication of 
this notice, or the claims may 
be barred. All persons whose 
rights may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain ad-
ditional information from the 
records of the Court or Susan 
Garvey.
10/14, 10/21, 10/28/2026 Pilot 
431267

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE STATE OF OREGON, 

FOR THE COUNTY OF 
CURRY

In re Trust Agreement of WIL-
LIAM DAVID RAUHAUSER, 
Deceased

Case No. 26PB09288
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PERSONS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that William David Rauhauser, 
Grantor and Trustee, estab-
lished the William David Rau-
hauser Revocable Living Trust 
("Trust") under agreement dat-
ed February 22, 2026. William 
David Rauhauser died May 25, 
2026. Talesha Maurine Rau-
hauser is the Successor Trust-
ee of the Trust.
All persons having claims 
against the Trust are required 
to present them in writing to the 
undersigned Trustees in care 
of attorney David C Johnston 
at Law Office of David C John-
ston, P.O. Box 4884, Brookings, 
OR 97415, within four months 
after the date of first publication 
of this notice, as stated below, 
or such claims may be barred.
Dated and first published on 
October 21, 2026.
/s/ Talesha M. Rauhauser
Successor Trustee
Lawyer for Trustee:
David C. Johnston, OSB 
#140957
Law Office of David C Johnston
15957 Hwy 101 S #6; P.O. Box 
4884
Brookings, OR 97415
(541) 373-8706
10/21, 10/28, 11/4/2026 Pilot 
431476

Wild Rivers CoastWild Rivers Coast ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsPlacing a classifi ed ad is Easy and Fast
Contact us: (707) 460-8655 Mon - Fri 8:30am -  5:00pm www.CurryPilot.com

Place a classified ad with us!
(707) 460-8655

Rentals
80000

Misc Services
150

Help Wanted
502

Misc Services
150

Misc Services
150

Misc Wanted
790

Public Notices
999

Public Notices
999

Help Wanted
502

PACs and megadonors shift millions as
Oregon Governor’s race enters  final stretch
By Khushboo Rathore

The governor’s race 
is coming to an end. 
The debates are over, 
the ballots mailed, yet 
nonstop campaign ads 
still dominate everyone’s 
devices. Polling suggests 
either Democratic Gov. 
Tina Kotek or Republican 
nominee Christine Drazan 
could win.

Behind each candidate 
is a network of financial 
backers. OJP analyzed 
the giving to determine 
the top contributors for 
each candidate—and who 
backed them in their 2022 
matchup but didn’t show 
up in 2026.

In 2022, when Kotek 
and Drazan ran against 
each other along with un-
affiliated candidate Betsy 
Johnson, more money was 
raised and spent than likely 
will be spent this election. 
In the 2022 contest, Kotek 
raised almost $30 million, 
Drazan brought in $22.5 
million, and Johnson $17.5 
million. That advantage 
helped Kotek pull out the 
win, defeating Drazan 
by 3.4%, with Johnson a 
distant third.

This year, Drazan has 
raised $16 million, and 
her top contributor is Don 
H. Jones Jr., an Ashland 
car dealer who has given 
nearly $2 million to her 
campaign in cash and in-
kind contributions since 
January 2025. During 
her 2022 governor’s bid, 
Jones’ company, Spartan 

Management, gave Drazan 
$100,000.

The Republican Gover-
nors Association, Drazan’s 
second-biggest donor, has 
given her campaign $1 
million this year, a far cry 
from the $7 million it gave 
during her 2022 run.

Another big 2022 donor 
is even less evident: Nike 
co-founder Phil Knight has 
yet to give Drazan a penny 
this election. He support-
ed one of her primary 
opponents, Chris Dudley, 
and hasn’t contributed to 
another Oregon gubernato-

rial candidate this year.
Knight has not been 

completely absent from 
Drazan’s campaign. The 
Nike co-founder is the big-
gest supporter of the Bring 
Balance to Salem PAC, an 
effort by former GOP Con-
gressman Greg Walden to 

elect more Republicans. 
Knight has contributed 
$9 million to the group 
since 2022, and the PAC is 
Drazan’s fifth-largest do-
nor this cycle, giving her 
$410,000 in October.

Kotek raised nearly 
$20 million for the Nov. 3 

election. As it was when 
she first ran for governor, 
Kotek’s biggest supporter 
is the Democratic Gover-
nors Association, which 
gave her $4.1 million this 
cycle.
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COMMUNITY AHIEVEMENTS 

 DAILY   		
	

•	Daily Meal, Chetco 
Activity Center, 550 
Chetco Lane: 11:15 am 
- 12:30 pm.

All Year Long
•	Beyond 250 Oral His-
tory Project, Chetco Li-
brary. Anyone who has 
called Brookings-Har-
bor home is welcome to 
share lived experiences 
for the oral history 
project. Learn more and 
sign up at chetcolibrary.
org/Beyond250.

Mondays
•	Line dance lessons, 
Brookings Elks Lodge, 
800 Elks Drive: 10:30 
am - 1:00 pm. Member-
ship not required. Ab-
solute beginners 10:30 
am, improver 11:00 am, 
intermediate 12:00 pm. 
$2 minimum donation.

•	Qi Gong for Health & 
Vitality, Chetco Li-
brary: 5:30 pm. Free 
class with licensed 
instructor Linnie. All 
are welcome; donations 
appreciated.

Tuesdays
•	Brookings-Harbor Gar-
den Club Work Party, 
Brookings Botanical 
Garden: 10:00 am - 
11:30 am.

•	Bridge, Chetco Activity 
Center: 12:15 pm.

•	Line Dancing, Brook-
ings Elks Lodge: 6:00 
pm - 8:00 pm. Dona-
tions requested.

•	Storytime, Chetco 
Library: 10:30 am. Sto-
ries, songs, and games 
for young children.

•	Tween Club, Chetco 
Library: 3:30 pm. Ac-
tivities for youth ages 
10-13.

•	Pinochle and Card 
Games, Chetco Activity 
Center: 12:00 pm - 4:00 
pm.

•	Amateur Radio Net, 
Gasquet Net: 6:30 pm 
(147.18); DN Amateur 
Radio Club: 7:15 pm 
(146.88).
•	 Line dance 

lessons, Crescent 
City Elks Lodge, 359 
H Street: 10:30 am - 
1:00 pm. Membership 
not required. Absolute 
beginners 10:30 am, 
improver 11:00 am, 
intermediate 12:00 
pm. $2 minimum do-
nation.

•	 Ukulele 
Group, Chetco Ac-
tivity Center: 1:00 
pm - 2:30 pm. Bring 
your instrument and 

a music stand. Music 
provided.

Wednesdays
• T’ai Chi, Chetco 

Activity Center: 9:00 
am - 10:30 am and 
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm.

• Qi Gong for 
Health & Vitality, 
Chetco Library: 9:30 
am. Free class with li-
censed instructor Lin-
nie. All are welcome; 
donations appreciated.

• Line dance les-
sons, Brookings Elks 
Lodge, 800 Elks 
Drive: 10:30 am - 1:00 
pm. Membership not 
required. Absolute 
beginners 10:30 am, 
improver 11:00 am, 
intermediate 12:00 
pm. $2 minimum 
donation.

• The Walking 
Group, Azalea Park: 
11:00 am. Meet by 
Capella by the Sea. If 
raining meet at Brook-
ings Harbor Shopping 
Center by the barber-
shop. 541-412-8664.

• Afternoon Creation 
Station, Chetco Li-
brary: 1:30 pm - 4:00 
pm. Drop-in activities 
for school-aged kids.

• Recorder Group, 
Chetco Activity Cen-
ter: 1:00 pm - 2:30 
pm. Bring your in-
strument and a music 
stand. Music provided.

• Men’s Club Golf, 
Salmon Run Golf 
Course: 9:00 am. 
Friendly team and in-
dividual play. All skill 
levels welcome. Bob 
K: 701-269-7822.

• Cribbage Club, 
Wild Rivers Pizza: 
5:30 pm.

Thursdays
• Rowdy Creek 

String Band, Chet-
co Library: 10:00 
am - 12:00 pm. Open 
rehearsal for acous-
tic string instrument 
players.

• Bridge, Chetco 
Activity Center: 12:15 
pm.

• Widows and Wid-
owers Coffee Clique, 
Community Center, 
Airport Way, Gold 
Beach: 10:30 am - 
11:30 am.

• Checkmate Corner, 
Chetco Library: 3:00 
pm - 5:00 pm. Weekly 
chess club for all ages 

and skill levels.
• Easy Flow Yoga, 

Chetco Library: 5:30 
pm. Free class. Partic-
ipants should be able 
to comfortably get up 
and down from the 
floor. All are welcome; 
donations appreciated.

• Recreational Table 
Tennis, 102 Park 
Street, Brookings: 
6:30 pm. Intermedi-
ate players welcome; 
bring your own pad-
dle.

• Line dance les-
sons, Crescent City 
Elks Lodge, 359 H 
Street: 10:30 am - 
1:00 pm. Membership 
not required. Absolute 
beginners 10:30 am, 
impr over 11:00 am, 
intermediate 12:00 
pm. $2 donation. Jean: 
541-251-8998.

Fridays
• Bingo, Chetco 

Activity Center: 12:00 
pm - 12:30 pm.

•  The Walking 
Group, Azalea Park: 
11:00 am. Meet by 
Capella by the Sea. If 
raining meet at Brook-
ings Harbor Shopping 
Center by the barber-
shop. 541-412-8664.

• Pinochle and Card 
Games, Chetco Activ-
ity Center: 12:30 pm 
- 4:00 pm.

• T’ai Chi, Chetco 
Activity Center: 9:00 
am - 10:30 am.

• Threads, Hooks, & 
Needles, Chetco Li-
brary: 10:30 am. Fiber 
arts club for knitters, 
sewers, and more.

Wednesday, 
October 28

• Craft'n'Connect with 
Kim, Chetco Library: 
1:00 pm. Free step-by-
step Forgotten Fairies 
miniature workshop 

for adults; registration 
opens October 1 and is 

required.
• Look-Back Book 

Club, Chetco Library: 
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm. 
Teens 16+ and adults 
revisit a childhood 
classic; see library 
social media or chet-
colibrary.org for the 
October selection.

 Monthly Drum 
Circle, Chetco Li-
brary: 5:30 pm - 7:00 
pm. Drop in to play 
percussion or listen; 

all percussion instru-
ments are welcome

Thursday, October 
29 • Tea and Tarot, 
Chetco Library: 3:00 
pm - 5:00 pm. Month-
ly gathering near the 
full moon hosted by 
Kalyca Bell, with tea 
and tarot reflections in 
a welcoming setting.

Friday, 
October 30
•Brookings-Harbor 

High School football, 
at Douglas Trojans.

Friday, October 30 - 
Saturday, October 31

• Trick or Treating 
& Spooky Selfie Sta-
tion, Chetco Library: 
all day. The library is 
an official stop on the 
Curry County Cham-
ber of Commerce 
candy map, with treats 
and a family photo 
station.

Friday, October 30 - 
Sunday, November 1

• Haunted House 
#23: The Last Exit, 
16261 Hwy 101 S., 
former Rite Aid loca-
tion: 7:00 pm - 10:00 
pm. Admission $15. 
Proceeds benefit the 
Chetco Pelican Play-
ers.

Saturday, 
October 31

•Book Talk Book 
Club, Chetco Library: 
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. 
Discussion of Caretak-
er by Marcus Kliewer 
in the Quiet Reading 
Room.

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 4

• Take a Walk on the 
Wild Side: Wild Bees 
of the Oregon Coast, 
Chetco Library: 1:00 
pm - 2:00 pm. Inver-
tebrate expert and Xe-
rces Society member 
Dave Kollen presents 
an exploration of local 
wild bees and their 
ecology.

• Bookworm Bud-
dies Book Club, Chet-
co Library: 4:00 pm 
- 5:00 pm. Second- 
through fifth-graders 
will discuss Dragon 
Masters: Rise of the 
Earth Dragon by Trac-
ey West in the River 
Room.

Thursday, 

November 5
• Family Bingo, 

Chetco Library: 3:30 
pm - 5:00 pm. Fam-
ily bingo celebrating 
International Games 
Month, with snacks 
and refreshments. 
Bingo cards are limit-
ed and available first 
come, first served.

Friday, November 
6 - Saturday, Novem-

ber 7
• Take-Home Craft: 

Make Your Own 
Mancala Set, Chetco 
Library: all day. Free 
take-home Mancala 
kits celebrate Interna-
tional Games Month 
with a hands-on histo-
ry lesson. Supplies are 
limited and available 
first come, first served.

Saturday, 
November 7

• Arch Rock Brew-
ing Co. Rock Show, 
Arch Rock Taproom 
inside Turtle Rock RV 
Resort: doors open at 
2:00 pm; rock show 
begins at 3:00 pm and 
closes at 8:00 pm. 
Bring rock collections, 
share rockhounding 
adventures, and trade 
or give away speci-
mens. Limited table 
space.

Monday, 
November 9

• Spice World Bags, 
Chetco Library: all 
day. Take home a 
monthly spice bag 
featuring a unique 
spice from around the 
world, with a sam-
ple, trivia and recipe 
suggestions. Available 
first come, first served 
while supplies last.

Wednesday, 
November 11

	 • Chetco Li-
brary closed in ob-
servance of Veterans 
Day.

                                                
Thursday, 

November 12
• Comic Quest Book 

Club, Chetco Library: 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm. 
Tweens and young 
teens will discuss 
Lightfall: The Girl & 
the Galdurian by Tim 
Probert in the Forest 
Room.

•Pub Grub Book 
Club, Misty Mountain 
Brewing: 5:30 pm - 
6:30 pm. Adult fans 
of comics and graphic 
novels will discuss is-
sues 1-24 of the Saga 
Compendium by Brian 
K. Vaughan.

Thursday, November 
12 - Sunday, Novem-
ber 15

• Friends of the Li-
brary Fall Book Sale, 
Chetco Library: hours 
vary. Browse thou-
sands of used books at 
bargain prices; pro-
ceeds benefit Friends 
of the Chetco Library. 
Full schedule at chet-
colibrary.org.

Wednesday, 
November 18
• Writers' Club, 

Chetco Library: 5:00 
pm - 6:30 pm. Local 
writers gather in the 
Forest Room for cre-
ative writing prompts, 
sharing and construc-
tive feedback.

Thursday, 
November 19

•Oregon Shake-
speare Festival Per-
formances and Work-
shops, Chetco Library: 
3:30 pm - 7:00 pm. An 
evening of workshops 
and two short perfor-
mances. Seating is 
limited; registration is 
required for perfor-
mances and work-
shops.

• Lego Club, Chet-
co Library: 3:30 pm 
- 5:00 pm. Build with 
Legos individually 
or in teams in the 
Children's Section; 
creations will be 
showcased on library 
shelves.

Wemesdau 
22ndMeet the 
Author  dssssds                                                                                           
•Meet the Author: 
Rev. Dr. Cynthia 
Paulsen, Chetco 
Library: 12:00 pm - 
2:00 pm. The local 
author, speaker and 
New Thought min-
ister will discuss her 
newest book, That's a 
Good Thought: Daily 
Wisdom in an Uncer-
tain World.

Submissions for events can be sent by email to:  pilotofficemgr@countrymedia.net. 
The deadline for  submission is 4:30 pm Monday, the week prior to  publication.

Tuesday, 
October 13
9:21 am, Myrtle St, 

violation restraining 
order.

10:57 am, Chetco 
Ave, criminal trespass.

1:29 pm, Chetco 
Ave, warrant service.

3:28 pm, 5th St, 
theft.

4:17 pm, Fir St, juve-

nile problem.
4:36 pm, Chetco 

Ave, dispute/fight.
5:25 pm, Chetco 

Ave, traffic crash.
5:47 pm, Chetco 

Ave, juvenile problem.
10:19 pm, Fifield St, 

criminal trespass.

Sunday, 
October 18
6:35 am, Mill Beach, 

loud noise.
7:48 am, Alder St, 

llegal camping.
8:31 am, Chetco 

Ave, disorderly con-
duct.

12:27 pm, Lower 
Harbor Rd, disorderly 
conduct.

2:37 pm, Pacific 
Ave, stalking.

2:44 pm, Cedar Ln, 
missing person.

3:54 pm, 5th St, 
theft.

4:20 pm, Hwy 101 S, 
civil problem.

4:24 pm, Kevin Pl 
and Hassett, juvenile 
problem.

4:51 pm, Chetco 

Ave, civil problem.
5:52 pm, Elk Dr, 

harassment.
10:15 pm, Marina 

Heights Loop, missing 
person.

Monday, 
October 19
5:03 am, North Bank 

Chetco, fire.
6:58 am, Wharf St, 

alarm.
7:32 am, 5th St, 

criminal trespass.
10:41 am, Fifield St, 

criminal trespass.
11:53 am, 5th St, 

disorderly conduct.
6:35 pm, 5th St, 

disorderly conduct.

The police blotter is an excerpt of a public record of incidents as reported by law-enforcement agencies. All individuals arrested or charged with a crime are innocent until proven guilty. The 
information printed is preliminary and subject to change. For a list of missing items found in the Brookings area, you can visit the police services page of the city of Brookings website at www.

brookings.or.us/134/police-services and follow the link near the bottom of the page.

Police Blotter

Calendar of Events

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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1-844-812-6573

FREE
SPECIAL OFFER

Stairlift
Guide!

Learn your opti ons

Avoid costly mistakes 

Stay sate at home

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE COPY!

FREE

CALL NOW FOR YOUR CALL NOW FOR YOUR Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!
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COUNTRY MEDIA, INC. IS HIRING!
Advertising Representative and Reporters - multiple locations

Submit resume and cover letter to Chief Executive, 
jwarren@countrymedia.net

1. HISTORY: In which year was the 
euro currency introduced?

2. U.S. STATES: Which state is the dri-
est in the nation?

3. ANATOMY: A phalange refers to 
what in the human body?

4. MOVIES: Which 2012 movie has 
the tagline "The D is silent"?

5. LANGUAGE: What does it mean to 
anthropomorphize?

6. TELEVISION: What's the name of 
Bart's teacher on "The Simpsons"?

7. MONEY: Which president is pic-
tured on the $50 U.S. bill?

8. LITERATURE: The characters 
Tweedledee and Tweedledum appear in 
which children's novel?

9. MUSIC: Who was the founder of 
Motown Records?

10. GEOGRAPHY: Where is East 
Timor located?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Answers
1. 1999
2. Nevada
3. Finger or toe
4. “Django Unchained”
5. To give human traits to non-human  

     things
6. Edna Krabappel
7. Ulysses S. Grant
8. “Through the Looking-Glass, and 

     What Alice Found There”
9. Berry Gordy Jr
10. Southeast Asia, occupying half of  

       the island of Timor

Posting DateOctober 26, 2026

OLIVE & POPEYE By Randy Milholland
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*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/26. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

FREE 
INSTALLATION*

PLUS

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 18 Months**

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie 
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, 
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofi ng Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofi ng and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.855.626.1990

CALL TODAY!  1.855.626.1990

Kotek, Drazan focus on development at final debate
SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek 
and state Sen. Christine 
Drazan, R-Canby, spent 
their final televised debate 
for the 2026 Oregon guber-
natorial race tussling over 
who could best spur eco-
nomic growth, housing and 
development in the state 
with a focus on Oregonians 
outside of Portland. 

Local news outlets KTVZ 
and The Source hosted the 
Bend debate, which coin-
cided with the final day 
for Oregonians to register 
to vote. Election officials 
will begin mailing ballots 
to all registered voters 
Wednesday.

Drazan has spent much 
of the campaign hammering 
Kotek for increasing state 
spending while failing to 
improve outcomes on home-
lessness, housing and educa-
tion. Kotek, meanwhile, has 
fired back that Drazan will 
roll over to enact the Trump 
administration’s agenda on 
issues such as immigration, 
abortion and mail-in voting. 

That translated on 
Tuesday to Drazan pointing 
to her roots as a Klamath 
Falls native who opposes 
excessive regulation and 
transportation taxes that 
hamper businesses in rural 
areas. She encouraged 
supporters of the conserva-
tive-driven Greater Idaho 
movement to trust in her 
candidacy to turn the state 
around. The movement 
has support among some 
Oregonians in counties east 
of the Cascades who want 
to secede and join Oregon’s 
eastern neighbor, a long 
shot that would require 
approval from both states 
and Congress.

“The governor’s agenda 
is one I know you cannot 
afford. In rural Oregon, 
that gas tax fight, you were 
desperate to make sure that 
that tax did not actually 
pass because you couldn’t 
afford it,” Drazan said. “You 
drive further. The distances 
are more extensive. People 
don’t get that in Portland 
where they can pop on a 
bus.”

Kotek, in turn, repeatedly 
pointed out that the GOP’s 
2025 federal tax and spend-
ing law would harm rural 
communities and hospitals 
through cuts to Medicaid, 
which 1 in 3 Oregonians 
relies upon. Those are 
expected to cost Oregon 
more than $400 million over 
the next two years that the 
state will need to account 
for to prevent loss of cover-
age and services. 

“When I was speaker 
of the House, one of the 
things that was important 
for me was for Republicans 
and Democrats to see each 
other’s districts, and they 
would visit each other’s 
districts to make sure they 
understood what was going 
on,” she said. “We need to 
work as one state on the 
issues we all care about.

Recent polling from news 
outlets and campaigns has 
shown that the race has been 
competitive, with Kotek 
and Drazan in effectively 
a statistical tie. National 
political analysts have sug-
gested that it’s possible for 
Drazan to capitalize upon 
discontent with four decades 
of Democrats winning the 
governor’s race, but political 
headwinds for Republicans 
remain nationwide given 
their current control of the 
White House and Congress.

Housing, homelessness, 
economy take center state in 
debate

Kotek took Tuesday 
to point to the state of 
Oregon’s progress on two of 
her top issues, housing and 
homelessness. She touted 
data showing homelessness 
is on the decline in Central 
Oregon by 19.1% in 2026. 
Statewide, Oregon expe-
rienced a 19% increase in 
homelessness between 2025 
and 2026, the annual federal 
report based on counting 
people experiencing home-
lessness on a single night in 
January showed.

“The bills that I have 
been successfully getting 
passed in the Legislature 
before I was even gover-
nor, Senator Drazan voted 
against them, whether that 
was middle-housing and 
trying to have more options 
within our urban growth 
boundaries, or dollars to 
help build the housing that 
we need across our state,” 
Kotek said. “And so, if it’s 
really about who’s done the 
work, I’ve done the work.”

Drazan said Oregon 
needs to undergo a serious 
overhaul of the state’s land 
use system and increase the 
number of housing units 
being built without ham-
pering the culture of local 
communities. She also said 
the state needs to take a 
“tough line” with local gov-
ernments in order to ensure 
permits are approved.

“What you didn’t hear the 
governor say today is that 
she has achieved her own 
goals for housing across 
our state,” Drazan said. 
“When she ran for governor 
four years ago, she told 
Oregonians that she was 

going to solve our hous-
ing crisis across our state. 
She was unable to rein in 
government.”

The two also sparred 
over a tax credit legislative 
Democrats approved when 
they passed a law this year 
to prevent the state tax 
code from replicating some 
business-friendly tax breaks 
passed under the 2025 fed-
eral GOP tax and spending 
law. By blocking those tax 
exemptions, the law saved 
the state approximately 
$300 million in revenue. 

But some political observ-
ers noted at the time that 
another benefit within that 
law to offer businesses up 
to $1,000 in a tax credit for 
each new job they create 
was significantly narrowed 
through the legislative pro-
cess by the end of the ses-
sion. Another law narrowed 
the credit to only apply to 
certain industries such as 
forestry, manufacturing, 
technology. The credit 
is capped at $10,000 per 
employer. 

Drazan called the final 
incentive “almost laugh-
able.” She said she would 
work across the aisle to 
reform the state’s corporate 
activity tax, which pays for 
education, and the state’s 
estate tax. 

Businesses with more 
than $1 million in sales or 
other business activity pay 
$250 plus 0.57% on their 

commercial activity beyond 
the $1 million threshold, 
and critics describe it as a 
hidden sales tax. Oregon’s 
estate tax, meanwhile, has 
one of the lowest thresholds 
in the nation at $1 million.

“I will work across the 
aisle to ensure that we can 
reduce the regulatory burden 
on businesses in our state 
so they stay. We don’t want 
them to look to Arizona, to 
look to Nevada, to look to 
Montana for the growth of 
their company or to relocate 
there,” Drazan said. “We 
have got to do everything 
we can to get them to stay 
here.” 

Kotek, meanwhile, 
pointed out that the state 
law passed by Democrats 
also included an expansion 
of the state’s earned-income 
tax credit for low and mod-
erate income Oregonians. 
She referred to her pledge 
to create a Department of 
Commerce next year to help 
businesses of all sizes start 
up in the state.

“When it comes to our 
small businesses, remember 
9 out of 10 businesses in 
our state have 50 employees 
or less,” she said. “We have 
to support our really small 
and mid-sized businesses to 
be successful. So it’s more 
than that kind of ‘If you add 
some employees, you’re 
going to get a tax break.’”

Data centers

Perhaps the other issue 
key to central and east-
ern Oregon addressed on 
Tuesday was data centers. 
Both Kotek and Drazan 
have called for moratori-
ums on further data center 
development statewide, and 
Kotek’s recent directive to 
halt air and water pollution 
permits for the server farms 
is expected to pose barriers 
for a proposed Amazon 
hyperscale facility in 
Boardman. 

In eastern and rural 
Oregon, the centers have 
some public support, and 
they have helped provide 
jobs and fund services such 
as education in places such 
as Crook County. Kotek said 
she is focused on data cen-
ters that are in the pipeline 
rather than existing ones and 
ensuring that they are held 
to fair environmental and 
labor standards.

“That means making sure 
that they’re paying their fair 
share in their energy costs, 
creating more renewable 
energy instead of taking it 
off the grid, making sure 
union jobs are building 
these places and that they 
are friendly to workers who 
maintain these buildings, 
and making sure our com-
munities have those commu-
nity benefits,” she said. 

Drazan, however, tailored 
her response to be more 
localized to community 
responses to data centers. 

She noted that the district 
she represents, Oregon’s 
26th Senate District, is 
home to Oregon’s first 
major data center campus, 
which was established by 
Google in 2006. The data 
centers on the campus con-
sumed nearly 40% of all of 
the city’s water supply last 
year, sparking outcry from 
some residents and local 
environmental advocates. 

“That data center has 
arrangements and partner-
ships with that local com-
munity, which have been 
productive,” Drazan said. 
“But that’s not the case 
across all communities in 
our state. No community 
should have to have a data 
center shoved down its 
throat. We need to reset the 
table here.”

https://oregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2026/10/13/
kotek-drazan-focus-on-de-
velopment-at-final-debate-
in-bend-for-oregon-gover-
nors-race/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.

Julia Shumway and Laura Tesler / Oregon Capital Chronicle 
Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek and now-state Sen. Christine Drazan, R-Canby, participated in a debate in 
Bend on Tuesday, Oct. 13.

OSAA adds girls flag football as sanctioned activity
NATE LOWERY

OSAAtoday

The Delegate Assembly of 
the Oregon School Activities 
Association (OSAA) voted 
in girls flag football as an 
OSAA-sanctioned activity at 
the assembly’s Oct. 12 meet-
ing, Monday.

Oregon is the 25th state 
to sanction girls flag football 
as an activity. Oregon joins 
fellow western states Arizona, 
California, Nevada and 
Washington to sanction girls 
flag football.

Girls flag football will 
begin its inaugural season 
as a sanctioned activity in 
Spring of 2027 following two 
years as an emerging activ-
ity. It is the second sport the 
OSAA has added through its 
emerging activity process – 
boys volleyball was added in 
2025-26.

The OSAA has sanctioned 
two girls activities in the 
last four years after girls 
wrestling was added by the 
Delegate Assembly ahead of 
the 2023-24 association year.

Girls flag football has seen 
a sharp rise in participation 
rates and will feature at the 
2028 Los Angeles Olympic 
Games. The National Football 
League (NFL), USA Football 
and Nike, among others, have 
been part of the effort to 
grow the activity across the 
country.

Locally in Oregon, the 
Seattle Seahawks have aided 
in the growth of girls flag 
football through providing 
support to the culminating 
event the last three seasons, 
donating $30,000 to expand 

opportunities across the state, 
and provided equipment to 
help schools launch their 
flag football programs. The 
Seahawks also invested in 
youth development across 
Oregon.

“The Seahawks are proud 
to support the growth of 
girls flag football across 
our region and help create 
more opportunities for young 
women to compete and expe-
rience the game,” said Mario 
Bailey, Seattle Seahawks 
Vice President of Community 
Engagement and Legends. 

“We are thrilled to celebrate 
Oregon as the latest state to 
sanction the sport, an import-
ant milestone that will build 
a stronger future for girls 
flag football throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.”

Nike has also pledged to 
provide a set of home and 
away jerseys for all Oregon 
varsity teams that compete in 
the inaugural season, as well 
as any school which adds 
girls flag football over the 
first three seasons as a sanc-
tioned activity.

Fifty-seven varsity teams 
competed last spring with 
a participation total above 
1,400. Liberty High School 
hosted the activity’s culminat-
ing event in which Tualatin 
defeated South Salem (32-
26) to claim the culminating 
event title. David Douglas 
(third), Central Christian 
(fourth), Amity (fifth) and 
Gresham (sixth) also tro-
phied. Tualatin went on to 
win the 2026 Best of the 

PNW Tournament, hosted by 
the Seahawks, in June.

A plan book and dates 
for the 2027 season will be 
released at a later date.

The emerging activity 
process allows the growth of 
meaningful interscholastic 
participation opportunities 
for students in athletics and 
activities that have the poten-
tial to meet the required num-
ber of schools participating 
to be considered for official 
sanctioning by the OSAA.

About the Oregon School 
Activities Association 
(OSAA)

The Oregon School 
Activities Association 
(OSAA) is a private, non-
profit board-governed 
association comprised of 
299 member high schools. 
A member of the National 
Federation of State High 
School Associations, the 
OSAA annually sponsors 131 
state championships in 28 
sports and activities. 
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