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California State University, Stanislaus 
(Stan State), hosted the only on-campus 
forum held for the 2018 Congressional 
District 10 race.

Hosted by the Democratic Party Club, 
Students Decide 2017 Candidate Forum 
took place Oct. 26 in the Carol Burke 
Lounge .

“I thought it was great, there was a great 
turn out by the community and candidates 
expressed what they believe and stand for,” 
Alfredo Moran, Stan State alumni said.

Jason Serang, president of the club start-
ed off the forum by welcoming everyone 
who attended and advanced to share why 
he decided to reopen the Democratic 
Club.

“The Democratic Club started in fall of 
2016. In retaliation of Trump being elect-
ed, we want to show that students are not 
apathetic and are involved in politics,” 
Serang said.

During theevent, local high school stu-
dents began to enter with paint on their 
faces and dressed up as clowns holding up 
signs.

“We are just a group of friends, 
like-minded friends, who heard about the 
event and wanted to come, and had some 
concerns about some of the positions 
some of the candidates and felt that this 
would be a perfect way to get out point 
across,” high school student Theodore Er-
ickson said. 

The forum officially started with each of 
candidate giving their 2 to 3-minute open-
ing statements.

After opening statements, the candi-
dates were asked a series of question that 
were developed by the Democratic Party 
Club, Movimiento Estudiantil Chicanx de 
Aztlán (MEChA), Black Student Union 
(BSU) and Students for Quality Education 
(SQE).

Some of the question included topics 
about Congressman Jeff Denham’s EN-
LIST Act, health care, the Charlottesville 

incident and racism, global warming, the 
problem of increasing tuition, LGBTQ+ 
rights and efforts to try to take Jeff Den-
ham out of Congress.

Dotty Nygard is an emergency room 
nurse, former Riverbank Council mem-
ber. She is also a patient advocate, mother 
and grandmother.

 “One thing, I am a people’s issue candi-
date. I want to be remembered as someone 
who addresses the issues, not labels and 
that we all strive to come up [with] solu-
tions. It’s going to be a collective effort that 
we come up with the solutions that will 
speak for most us.” Nygard added.

Virginia Madueno is a Stan State Alum-
ni and a Central Valley native. She is the 
first American-born daughter of immi-
grant parents.

 “I am Valley raised, valley born, valley 
centered.” Madueno said.

Matteo Morelos-Bedolla is a California 

State University, East Bay, graduate, where 
he was awarded the inaugural 40 under 40 
award.

 “I am the only candidate with relevant 
experience, delivering real dollars, real 
benefits, military medals for constituents 
of the 10th District, communicating how 
to cut through the bureaucratic federal 
government and actually knowing what it 
takes to bring public input into the gov-
erning process.”  Morelos-Bedolla said.

Josh Harder is a Turlock native. His 
campaign slogan is “working harder for 
the central valley.” After high school he at-
tended Stanford, then to Harvard business 

school.
 “I am a fifth generation local, born and 

raised here in Turlock and we are going to 
make Jeff Denham get out of office next 
November.” Harder said.

Terra Snover is the first transgender 
candidate to run for congress. Her cam-
paign slogan is “revive the dream.”

“I am here to represent you. One of the 
reasons I am an independent candidate is 
so I am not tied to party politics, so I can 
make the call that is right for this district. 
I am here to support the district and the 
people of the district.” Snover added.

Sue Zwahlen’s campaign slogan is that 
she is an “Advocate of the valley.”

 “I hope the students at [Stan] State re-
member me as a candidate for them. I have 
spent my life advocating for young adults 
and children in my career as an ER nurse, 
as a member of Modesto’s City’s School 
Board of Education and a mother of six 
young adult children.”  Zwahlen said.

Mike Barkley is a Navy veteran. He cur-
rently works as a lawyer who graduated 
in of 1980 from Armstrong college law 
school, Berkeley, CA.

“I’m the guy that when you call me, I an-
swer the phone”, Barkley said. 

TJ Cox is an engineer and nut processor. 
His campaign slogan is “the key to our fu-
ture lies in the resiliency and resources of 
the central valley.”

“In a district were 50 percent of our 
friends, neighbors and citizens are on 
medical, Jeff Denham is voting to shut 
down clinics where I have been building 
them. He is taking away our dignity,” Cox 
said.

 “The forum went excellent. We had 
a great turnout and the room was full to 
capacity. All of the candidates were hap-
py and members of the audience told me 
it was very informative and well done,” 
Serang said.

The candidates will continue their cam-
paigns until the primary election in June 
5, 2018, followed by the general election 
on Nov. 6, 2018. 

2017 Congressional Candidate Forum
by Francely Santos and Kimberly Fischer

High school students holding posters with 

messages on them and their face painted. 

(Signal Photo Andrew Cabrera)
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