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COVID be damned, the arts are back!
By Anna Fiorino and Mary Jo Meade

M
AYBE IT’S BECAUSE WE’VE 
spent so much time alone, had 
to wait so long to enjoy art 
together as a community? But 

this year’s list of Arts Month offerings 
feels almost like too much. From 
stories around the campfire 
at the Heller Center, to the 
Indie Spirit Film Festival, 
to Blues on the Mesa (p. 
36), to the celebra-
tion of new Pikes 
Peak Poet Laureate 
Ashley Cornelius (p. 
20), you’ll find a truly 
massive list of events to 
choose from at artsocto-

ber.com.
Our local Arts Month 
— organized by the 
Cultural Office of the Pikes 

Peak Region — happens each year 
in October, coinciding with National 

Arts & Humanities Month. And the goal 

is the same every year: to get you to “have 
one new cultural experience with family or 
friends this October!”

Though there are events for all interests 
over all 31 days of the 

month, COPPeR has 
divvied them up 
into theme weeks. 
You’ll find week-
specific adventures 
listed at artsoctober.
com/events.

Week 1: Visual & 
Culinary Arts (Oct. 
3-9) — from Chrom-

esthesia: Art Inspired 
by Music, to the Grate-

ful Pumpkins Kids Art 
Workshop, to The Art of 

Pie Crust.
Week 2: Theater & Film (Oct. 

10-16) — from improv classes at 3E’s Com-
edy club, to Guadalupe in the Guestroom at the 
FAC, to Witch by Theatreworks.

Week 3: Poetry, Prose & Comedy (Oct. 
17-23) — from the Pikes Peak Zine Fest Mail 
Swap to Haiku Poetry and Recipe Book, to 
ventriloquist/stand-up comedian Jeff Dun-
ham at the Broadmoor World Arena.

Week 4: Music & Dance (Oct. 24-30) — 
from Haunting at the Old Homestead by the 
Thin Air Theatre Company in Cripple creek, 
to Halloween Zombikaze burlesque by 
Peaks and Pasties.

Need more incentive to get involved? 
How about Arts Month Giveaways? Head 
over to artsoctober.com/special-program/
giveaways and throw your name in the 
hat for such prizes as a chance to paint 
with an elephant at Cheyenne Mountain 
Zoo, art classes at Cottonwood Center for 
the Arts, Arts Month merch, and virtual 
cooking classes from Gather Food Studio.

It all starts Oct. 1 with a bevy of kickoff 
events (that just happen to include First Fri-
day festivities), and you can read all about 
it at artsoctober.com/special-program/kick-
off-arts-month.

E
IGHTEEN MONTHS ON THE PANDEMIC ROLLER COASTER HAVE 
brought on all sorts of pent-up demand — the almost frantic need for in-
the-flesh contact with people outside our pods and the connection to the 
human spirit that we get from the arts. Welcome to the Indy’s fall state-of-

the-arts update, where you’ll hear from members of the region’s creative class 
and find enough autumn arts events to keep your mind and soul warm until 
winter sets in. (We couldn’t fit everything in, so watch our weekly Event Hori-
zon and Calendar for much, much more.)

Celebrate Arts Month!Celebrate Arts Month!


