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Vote Passes to Reopen Catamount Trail in Green Mountain Falls

Historic partnership with Historic Green Mountain Falls Foundation continues protecting open space,
parks, and trails

GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS, COLO. – Green Box is thrilled to announce hiking events at its annual summer
festival will continue thanks to the support of affiliated partner, the Historic Green Mountain Falls
Foundation, LLC. The Board of Trustees for Green Mountain Falls unanimously passed a vote to reopen
the trail at their May meeting, which will open early spring 2022.
Catamount Trail was closed in August 2021 due to a dispute wherein the trail encroached on private
property. Once the Town had exhausted all possible resolutions to alleviate the trespass, the Historic
Green Mountain Falls Foundation, LLC purchased the property.
“We couldn’t be more grateful for the support from the Historic Green Mountain Falls Foundation,” said
Todd Dixon, mayor of Green Mountain Falls. “Their thoughtful and innovative ideas continue to protect
the back scape of our town and provide open spaces for public recreation.”
The trail leads to beautiful surrounding nature, including waterfalls and access to other hiking
destinations such as the Garden of Eden, South Catamount Reservoir, and Thomas Trail.
“It’s safe to say Catamount Trail is the jewel of the Green Mountain Falls hiking system” said Jesse
Stroope, chair of the Green Mountain Falls Parks, Recreation, and Trails Committee. “Not only does it
provide access to many trails around town, it also gives an economic boost to local businesses and
they’ve definitely felt the impact of the trail’s closure.”
Catamount Trail is integral to keeping the greenspace open and available for all to enjoy, but many
might not think of it as a key spot and central hub for fire mitigation efforts, says Liz Eickman, Director of
the Kirkpatrick Family Fund which oversees the Historic Green Mountain Falls Foundation, LLC.
“Not only does the purchase of Catamount Trail connect well with our mission to protect open space,
parks, trails and historic structures in Green Mountain Falls, but the trail is also a great basecamp for fire
mitigation efforts in the area,” said Eickman. “We’ve had the good fortune over the years of successfully
partnering with the community, town, trails committee, and others to sustain and protecting the land
we own, and we will continue these holistic efforts to review issues such as fire mitigation, safety
concerns, and the environmental impact of the trail in perpetuity.”
Additional Historic Green Mountain Falls Foundation properties include Mountain Road Corner at the
intersection of Ute Pass and Mountain Road, the Green Box Arts Workshop on Lake Street, and Lakeview
Terrace, which consists of two buildings: a historic inn and The Shed, a renovated residential space that
houses the Green Box Artist in Residence program. Other properties owned by the foundation include
H.B. Wallace Reserve, Mount Dewey, and Red Butte, the location for the James Turrell Skyspace. The
Kirkpatrick Family Fund has also partnered with the Town on restoration efforts of the Sallie Bush

Community Building, a Lake Street Beautification Project, maintenance projects to the park and Gazebo
Lake, and hosting the annual Green Box Arts Festival each summer.
The 2022 Green Box Arts Festival is set to host a series of nature and art walks again this summer, which
will certainly include Catamount Trail says Stroope, who also serves as production manager for the
festival.
“We were certainly thrilled to hear this news at the Green Mountain Falls Board of Trustees meeting last
night,” said Stroope. “Having witnessed the anticipation of these nature hikes every year at our summer
festival, we couldn’t help but celebrate this important amenity for the town, its residents and visitors,
and the Green Box Arts Festival.”
For more information on the May Board of Trustees meeting,
visit https://tinyurl.com/BOTGMF2022.[RS1]
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