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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

CSBJ’s parent company moves to nonprofit model
By Pam Zubeck

J
oining a growing segment of news 
organizations that have made the 
switch or launched under the non-
profit model, the company that owns 

the Colorado Springs Business Journal and 

the Colorado Springs Independent, among 

others, will convert from a for-profit en-

terprise to a nonprofit agency, effective 

in late October.

The change coincides with the exit of 

ownership by local entrepreneur and pub-

lisher John Weiss, who will remain with 
the organization as a nonvoting member 
of the new nonprofit’s board of directors.

The Indy, established by Weiss in 
September 1993, was created in large 
part to counter advocacy for Amendment 
2, a voter-approved constitutional 
amendment that denied LGBTQ+ peo-
ple equal rights under Colorado law. The 
U.S. Supreme Court struck down the 
measure in 1996 in a 6-3 ruling that 
found the amendment violated the 14th 
Amendment’s equal protection clause.

The Indy, always free of charge, started 
in a tiny office Downtown with a handful 
of staffers and has since grown to reach 
more than 100,000 people with news, 
editorials, columns, food and entertain-
ment and cannabis news created by a 
staff of more than 40.

Over its 29-year life, the Indy has re-
mained an alternative to the conservative 
daily, The Gazette, and gives voice to the 
voiceless and tackles issues other news 
outlets shy away from. Among those: 
the influence on elected officials by the 

powerful, such as The Broadmoor resort, 
which is owned by Philip Anschutz who 
also owns The Gazette, and developers; 
police-involved shootings; questionable 
operations of nonprofit housing agen-
cies; jail deaths and related issues; the 
city’s disorganized response to the Waldo 
Canyon Fire; controversial political fig-
ures and practices in local school districts; 
contentious issues involving Colorado 
Springs Utilities; and racial and gender 
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From legacy events to newer, 

lesser-known competitions, the 

area is capitalizing on its athlete 

culture like never before. 


