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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Cody Sampson prepares to scoot. More and more people are parking their cars and relying on these and other alternative 
means of transportation to get around Downtown.

By Jeanne Davant

I
f you think barreling down Tejon Street on an electric 
scooter sounds like fun — well, it is. But the e-scooters 
around Downtown Colorado Springs and Old Colorado 
City have a serious purpose.

They’re meant to let Downtown visitors to park in one of the 
city garages or find a place a bit farther from their destinations 
and not have to circle the busiest blocks looking for parking space.

Todd Frisbie, manager of the Colorado Springs traffic engi-
neering division, said the data collected so far shows that some 
scooter riders are using them for more than just joy rides. 

PikeRide’s electronic bikes are getting even more use by com-
muters. In fact, Executive Director Jolie NeSmith said, PikeRide 
partnered with the city’s Parking System Enterprise to launch 
a “park and pedal” program a month ago. Already, 156 riders 
have participated, and overall trip data suggests that PikeRide 
bikes are being used to commute to jobs, restaurants and stores.

PikeRide also has partnered with Weidner Field to provide 
bike valet service for events at the stadium and will provide 
valet service at this year’s Labor Day Liftoff.

The e-bikes and scooters are supplementing the free shuttle ser-
vice, which had a soft launch by Mountain Metropolitan Transit 
on May 22 and loops through Downtown every 7 minutes.

The e-bikes and scooters, alternative forms of transportation 
collectively called micromobility, are increasingly popular in 
American cities, even though they’re relatively new.

According to the National Association of City Transportation 
Officials, Americans took 136 million trips on shared bikes and 
scooters in 2019, a 60 percent increase from 2018.

Adoption by American cities is continuing because, besides 
reducing carbon emissions and helping to decongest central 
cities, micromobility provides accessible and affordable ways 
for people to get around.

See Commute page 10
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