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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

I-25 gap construction passes critical milestone
By Jeanne Davant

A 
little more than two years af-
ter construction began on the 
18-mile stretch of Interstate 
25 between Monument and 

Castle Rock, the project is on track to-

ward completion.

As of Sept. 8, just past the Sept. 4 

two-year anniversary of the project’s 

start, “we’ve placed about 384,000 tons 

of asphalt out of the 821,000 tons that 

are planned,” Colorado Department of 

Transportation Project Director Paul 

Neiman said.

“That’s our critical path, and it is real-

ly critical because we have to do traffic 

switches,” Neiman said. “Since May, we 

did a traffic switch pretty much every 

two weeks. Those are critical in the proj-

ect schedule to make sure we can cover 

ground and pave new areas to meet the 

completion date.”

The project officially known as the 

South Gap is scheduled for completion 

at the end of 2022.

Paving is wrapping up on the north-

ernmost 6 miles south of Plum Creek; it 

will be done in November, Neiman said. 

Striping of the toll lanes and other im-

provements won’t be completed until the 

rest of the paving is done.

Here’s what drivers will see in the near 

future:

“If you’re driving in the No. 1 lane — 

that’s the fast lane, you’re going to have 

a 27-foot shoulder to your left and an-

other 12-foot lane next to you, and then 

another 12-foot shoulder,” Neiman said.

“One of the key reasons we’re doing 

this job is for safety, and wider shoulders 

are a part of the safety improvements for 

first responders,” he said.

Drivers can anticipate continued lane 

shifts and slower speed limits through the 

end of the project. Neiman said crews are 

striving to keep two lanes of traffic open in 

each direction during the day and confine 

lane closures to the evening hours so fewer 

motorists are affected.

Motorists also are urged to watch for 

construction trucks entering and leaving 

the highway throughout the corridor.

Another major portion of the project 

is installation of nearly 7,000 feet per 

month of permanent concrete barriers 

in the median between the north- and 

southbound lanes.

Neiman said CDOT’s contractor, Kraemer 

North America, currently is working on 

a 2-mile-long, cast-in-place section of re-

taining wall from Larkspur to Greenland.

See Gap page 4

Makerspaces 
fuel the 
creative urge
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10Artists, entrepreneurs and dreamers find tools, resources and support at the 
Manitou Art Center, Pikes Peak Makerspace and Pikes Peak libraries.


