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This year’s Labor Day 

Lift Off brought with it 

record crowds over the 

holiday weekend. 
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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

By Jeanne Davant

I
f we ever needed laughter, we need 
it now.

In the time of COVID, “laughing 
is infectious,” said Jim Jackson, ex-

ecutive director/clown at the Millibo Art 

Theatre, where comedy plays a huge role 

in the venue’s productions. “Because of 

all that’s going on, we have to seek outlets 

where there are people viewing things in 

a funny way and putting it out there.”

Comedy in Colorado Springs is a small 

but growing slice of the entertainment 

sector. 

Established comedians get booked 
at the Pikes Peak Center and Loonees 
Comedy Corner, which was the only 
club devoted to comedy for a couple of 
decades. But now there’s a new comedy 
club in town.

Entrepreneur Eric Phillips recently 
opened 3E’s Comedy Club in Bancorp 
Plaza on South Nevada Avenue — a loca-
tion in the midst of the city’s burgeoning 
Downtown, and thinks Colorado Springs 
has grown to the point where two comedy 
clubs can survive.

“We have people living Downtown, 
which we haven’t done before,” Phillips 

said. He hopes to build 3E’s into a venue 
that attracts locals and visitors, and also 
is a place where up-and-coming comedi-
ans can polish their acts.

The local comedy scene also includes 
several comedy troupes that perform 
at the clubs and other venues, bars like 
Oskar Blues that offer comedy open mic 
nights, and a couple of places where com-
edy improv classes are offered.

The city even has a school for comedy. 
United Comedy Academy, which offers a 
six-week improv course, presents classes 
and showcases its graduates at 3E’s.

There’s room for humor in the work-

place as well. Meggan Hyde, a member 
of an improv comedy troupe called Stick 
Horses with Pants, gallops into corporate 
settings to do training and team building.

“Improv teaches collaboration and re-
ally valuing other people’s ideas,” as well 
as building confidence, said Hyde, who 
provides corporate training through her 
side business, Improv Business Solutions.

Improv, and comedy as a whole, is 
about being in the moment, Hyde said.

“That’s what people need, because 
we’ve been living in such fear about 
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Comedy 
in Springs 
is serious 
business

Anthony Crawford, a comedian from Denver, performs at 3E’s Comedy Club in Downtown Colorado Springs. The club provides opportunities for up-and-coming comics to open for headliners like Crawford.
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