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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Olympic & 
Paralympic Museum 
asking for bailout

By Pam Zubeck

A
fter building the U.S. Olympic & 
Paralympic Museum and Hall of 
Fame for double the cost of the 
original estimate of $45 million, 

museum board members want $3.5 million 

from the city’s American Rescue Plan allo-

cation. The money apparently is needed to 

plug a revenue hole caused by a lack of paying 

visitors due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Although Mayor John Suthers and his staff 

didn’t reveal the request during a June 10 

retreat with city council at Colorado Springs 

Airport, the mayor’s Chief of Staff Jeff Greene 

confirmed the museum’s request.

Meantime, El Paso County commissioners 

on June 15 approved giving the museum 

$500,000 under a “sponsorship agree-

ment” from its ARP allocation of about $140 

million.

The city will receive roughly $76 million 

from the $1.9 trillion ARP, aimed at helping 

local governments fund public health needs, 

address negative economic impacts caused 

by the pandemic, replace lost public sector 

revenue, provide premium pay for essen-

tial workers and invest in water, sewer and 

broadband infrastructure.

The category of spending from which the 

museum’s allocation would be drawn is 

business development/economic recovery, 

for which Suthers is proposing to spend $14 

million.

Greene said that criteria must be devel-

oped for those choosing to apply for an al-
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Quad addressing entrepreneurial ecosystem
By Justin Tate

W
hen Todd Baldwin started Red Leg Brewing 
Company in 2013, he had little guidance 
or resources from the Colorado Springs 
business community, outside of a pam-

phlet on how to launch a restaurant.
Baldwin applied to about 50 banks in southern 

Colorado for a business loan, with no success. Even 
the applications he made with the backing of the Small 
Business Administration Patriot Express Loan Program 
— designed to help veterans start or grow their busi-
nesses — were turned down everywhere.

Baldwin was undeterred. “I was going to do it any-
way,” he said.

He and his wife maxed out 18 credit cards, taking on 

$50,000 in debt in less than 20 minutes.

“That’s literally how my business started — so maybe 

not the smartest or safest way to start a business,” he 

said, “but it was a way.”

Local organizations are working to ensure other entre-

preneurs don’t encounter the same hurdles Baldwin did. 

For example, The Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC 

enlisted the Quad Alliance to conduct an Entrepreneurial 

Ecosystem Research Project that included interview-

ing 43 major players in the Colorado Springs business 

community. The Quad Alliance is a joint initiative in 

which Colorado College, Pikes Peak Community College, 

UCCS and the U.S. Air Force Academy each choose a 

graduate to become a research fellow on a team that 

tackles a major issue. Previous Quad collaboratives have 

researched teen suicide prevention, the opioid crisis and 

affordable housing.

SEEKING ANSWERS

Last year, the Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC 

wanted to create a better entrepreneurial ecosystem 

within the city. Chief Economic Development Officer 

Cecilia Harry said the chamber sought feedback from 

the business community.

“I reached out to some peers and learned that many of 
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