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Gov. Jared Polis 

signed a bill this month 

expanding access to the 

cannabis industry.
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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

See Zoning page 8

By Heidi Beedle

A 
proposed rezoning at 2424 
Garden of the Gods Road 
has generated consternation 
among those living in the near-

by Mountain Shadows neighborhood. 

Residents and members of the Mountain 

Shadows Community Association have 

raised concerns about increased popu-

lation density and its potential impact 

on traffic, wildlife and Garden of the 
Gods Park. But Andrea Barlow, a plan-
ning principal and one of the owners of 
N.E.S. Inc., the land planners working 
with owners Vision Properties on the 
rezoning application, said some of the 
residents’ concerns are misplaced. 

EARLY STAGES
In August, Florida-based Vision 

Properties applied to change the cur-

rent zoning (planned industrial park) to a 

planned unit development to potentially 

construct multifamily residential units. 

The rezoning, which is under review 

by the Colorado Springs Planning and 

Community Development Department, 

is still in its early stages. If approved by 

the planning department, it must also be 

approved by the planning commission 

and city council, and any future develop-

ment would require a similar application 

and approval process. 

Vision owns the entire 125-acre 

site west of 30th Street that is home 

to a 724,086-square-foot office park. 

Originally occupied by MCI, a telecom-

munications company later acquired by 

Verizon, the building is currently filled 

to 40 percent capacity and is occupied 

by Verizon and tech company PGi. The 

Residents object to rezoning near Mountain Shadows

Picklepalooza
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The sport may not be getting its own museum 
and hall of fame in the near future, but pickleball 
is big business in the Pikes Peak region.
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