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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

See Public health page 8

By Jeanne Davant

 DeAnn Ryberg’s fi rst exposure to 
public health was as a health 
educator in the Peace Corps.

“It opened up my perspec-
tive on what constitutes health and how 
we can work to enhance conditions of 
health outside of the health care system, 
and work on some of those underlying 
conditions of health,” said Ryberg, who 
now serves as deputy director of El Paso 
County Public Health.

Ryberg earned a master’s in public 
health from Tulane University, and over 
the course of her 20-year career has 

worked on public health issues ranging 
from maternal and child health to the 
Ebola epidemic and the aftermath of 
hurricanes.

“What’s held my interest is that we get 
to work on so many different issues and 
fundamental opportunities to help im-
prove conditions and communities and 
the health of a population,” she said.

Now, with COVID-19, public health 
professionals are in the spotlight as nev-
er before, and students at colleges and 
universities throughout the nation are 
showing increased interest in courses 
of study that could lead to public health 
careers.

Growing enrollment in public health 
programs is part of a nationwide trend 
that has manifested since the pandemic 
began. It’s also part of an overall growing 
interest in health care careers.

According to a report released Nov. 
17 by the Associated Press, applications 
for master’s programs in public health at 
more than 100 schools throughout the 
nation that use a common application 
form increased 20 percent for the cur-
rent academic year. Students can send 
a single application form to any schools 
that participate in that program.

No Colorado Springs-area schools of-
fer a master’s in public health, but UCCS 

offers a four-year degree in health pro-
motion, and students can go on to earn 
a master’s in public health at the three 
campuses that comprise the Colorado 
School of Public Health.

“We have students that are looking at 
a four-year degree in health and wellness 
promotion, and they are interested in 
changing the social-psychological move-
ments behind behavior,” said Dr. Jackie 
Berning, chair of the Health Sciences 
Department at UCCS. 

“That’s kind of what’s happening 
right now with this pandemic — to get 

Interest in public health careers seeing national spike 
See Boom page 10

By Heidi Beedle

 While the COVID-19 crisis has 
hurt a number of industries 
— primarily retail and restau-
rants — the commercial real 

estate and construction industry has been 
able to weather the storm. 

 In a Nov. 19 Zoom meeting organized 
by Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC, local 
developers RTA Architects, Olive Real Estate 
Group and Nor’Wood Development Group 
gave updates on major projects and discussed 
future trends for commercial real estate de-
velopment in the Pikes Peak region.

Stuart Coppedge, principal at RTA 
Architects, provided updates on UCCS’ Hybl 
Sports Medicine and Performance Center. 

“We wrote the program plan for the 
University, and since it became a City for 
Champions project, we had a lot of things 
to deal with to meet the criteria for City for 
Champions,” Coppedge said. 

He emphasized the importance of collabo-
ration in commercial development projects. 

“I think that’s one of the keys as we talk 
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Commercial development booms despite 
retail, service slowdowns
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