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The city of Fountain 

has hit the brakes on 

development as lack of 

water limits growth.
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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Effects of ‘forever 
chemicals’ linger

By Jeanne Davant

M
iriam Roth vividly recalls the day she read 
an article in The Denver Post about chemi-
cals that had leached into the ground and 
well water near her home in Widefield.

The chemicals, made by manufacturer 3M, were 
identified as perfluorinated compounds (now more 
commonly called per- and polyfluoroalkyl substanc-

es — PFAS). No one knew how they’d made their 
way into the water, but Roth did some research 

and, concerned about possible toxic effects they 
might have on her 8- and 11-year-olds, started 

buying bottled water.
She still buys 15 gallons of bottled 
water every week, spending $21 or 
so in addition to the $75-$100 a 
month she pays to the Widefield 
Water and Sanitation District.

“Even though they said the wa-
ter is safe to drink, it may not be,” 
she said. “My kids never liked the 

taste of the water anyway.”
Roth said most of her neighbors 

still drink bottled water as well, us-
ing tap water only for washing and 

watering their lawns.
The PFAS contamination of the 
Widefield aquifer has been linked 

to firefighting chemicals used at 
Peterson Air Force Base, and it 
has profoundly affected every 
resident and business for the 
past six years.

Since the contamination 
was discovered, the Widefield, 
Security and Fountain wa-
ter districts have reduced the 
amounts of PFAS in their treat-
ed water to essentially unmea-
surable levels, at great cost to 
the districts and their ratepayers.

“Widef ield Water and 
Sanitation District pioneered the 
ion exchange technology that is 
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currently and actively being used today to re-
move PFAS compounds from the ground water 
in Widefield,” District Manager Lucas Hale said 
via email. “This ion exchange technology is now 
being used all over the world.”

Widefield Water and Sanitation District has 
treated more than 1 billion gallons of water for 
PFAS removal since 2017 with ion exchange 
technology, Hale said, and the district “meets 
or exceeds all primary and secondary drink-
ing water standards set by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Widefield Water and 
Sanitation District believes in using sound sci-
ence and innovative technology to gather data 
to make educated, data driven decisions and 
solve problems.

“I live, work, and drink the water in Widefield,” 
he said.

But questions remain about the health effects 
of PFAS, which have been found at elevated 
levels in the blood of many south El Paso County 
residents.

According to a statement from the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment, 
the Air Force is still determining the extent of 
the PFAS contamination and is testing new 
groundwater and soil cleanup technologies.

“As PFAS is an emerging contaminant, 
cleanup technologies and methods continue 
to be developed nationwide,” CDPHE stated. “In 
Colorado, we are working with federal agencies 
to implement numerous pilot projects to test 
new cleanup technologies that may be used to 
clean up and mitigate contamination based on 
the projects’ results.”

Mitigation and cleanup continue to cost 
millions of dollars, which ratepayers and local 
jurisdictions are looking to recover.

The latest effort to do so is a lawsuit filed 
Feb. 28 by Colorado Attorney Gen. Phil Weiser 
against 15 manufacturers of PFAS-containing 
firefighting foam, including DuPont, Tyco 


