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The city to the south 

is seeing its own  

commercial and 

residential booms.
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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

See Champions page 4

By Jeanne Davant

T
wo of the five City for Champions 
venues — the U.S. OIympic & 
Paralympic Museum and Hall 
of Fame and the William J. Hybl 

Sports Medicine & Performance Center — 
are open for business and beginning to 
fulfill their purpose of attracting visitors 
to the Pikes Peak region.

Weidner Field is weeks away from its 
opening date, and construction of the 
Edward J. Robson Arena at Colorado 
College is about 80 percent complete.

The last of the City for Champions proj-
ects — the Air Force Academy Gateway 

Visitor Center — has been the most chal-

lenging to initiate. But according to its 

master developer, Dan Schnepf,  financing 

for the project is coming together and 

could be in place this summer.

“We are shovel-ready,” Schnepf said. 

“We could start construction tomorrow 

if we had the bond funds in place.”

The visitor center is part of a 51-acre 

development that includes the $86 mil-

lion visitor center; a 375-room, full-ser-

vice hotel and conference center; a 

180,000-square-foot office building; 

and a 30,000-square-foot retail center.

Schnepf, an AFA graduate and found-

er of Matrix, a consulting engineering 

and design firm, formed Blue & Silver 

Development Partners to spearhead devel-

opment of the complex. Groundbreaking 

was planned for April 1, 2020, until the 

COVID-19 pandemic caused the collapse 

of the bond market in March 2020.

But now, documents are being rewrit-

ten for $90 million in bid bonds for the 

visitor center and supporting infrastruc-

ture and about $210 million in hotel 

bonds.

“The problem is that they both have 

to go together,” Schnepf said, “so we’re a 

little beholden to the hotel bonds.”

The bonding market for hospitality 
projects has been poor, but Schnepf is 
seeing signs of recovery. A $535 million 
bonding effort for a Georgia hotel and 
convention center went to market about 
three weeks ago and was 16 times over-
subscribed, he said, and a $700 million 
project in Brevard County, Florida, is 
coming up next month.

“We’re waiting to see how that one 
looks,” Schnepf said. If all goes well, he 
expects to take the AFA projects to the 
bond market early next quarter.

The hotel will be owned initially by 

City for Champions 
Projects change the face of the Springs

Robson Arena, the new home of the Colorado College Tigers Hockey team, is on track to open in mid-October for the 2021-22 season.
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