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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Know thine enemy
Cyber threats in 2021

12The pandemic made new chinks in our cyber 

armor, and hackers know it. Learn where you’ll 

need to shore up your business’ defenses. 

Fountain balks at new developments pending water analysis
By Pam Zubeck

T
he city of Fountain has hit the pause button on 
development, saying the city needs to assess its 
water supply before allowing more new taps.

Utilities Director Dan Blankenship said by 

phone the city has received up to 30 development propos-

als in recent months that seek 30,000 new taps, which 

would more than triple the city’s current 8,700 taps.

A small fraction of those could eat up the existing 

capacity, he said, adding, “I can’t give anybody some-

thing we don’t have.”

The potential interruption of development in Fountain 

comes as the region faces a housing shortage, with 

Fountain seen as a source of new housing as inventory 

in Colorado Springs dwindles.

But now, the city’s Utility Department is putting the 
brakes on approving developments until it takes steps 
to improve its water capacity and determine whether 
it needs to acquire new water rights.

Blankenship stresses there’s no moratorium on devel-
opment, per se. “We do have, just like every community, 
a finite amount of water capacity. We don’t have an 
unlimited amount,” he said.

As City Manager Scott Trainer said via email, “We 
don’t want to get into a position of allowing development 
without having the resources to support it. We’re trying 
to manage growth, not let it manage us....”

LIMITED RESOURCES
Limitations span the spectrum from water supply, to 

delivery mechanisms, to treatment capacity and distri-

bution, Blankenship said.

That’s why the city has undertaken a series of studies, 

costing roughly $240,000, that will include a water 

master plan. Consultants will look at supply, system 

modeling, legal implications, demand and delivery, and 

how to fund improvements.

Blankenship said the study results, due in October, will 

identify alternatives to meet water needs through 2050.

“We’ve been basically overwhelmed with development 

requests,” Blankenship says. La Plata Communities alone 

is seeking 2,500 taps, he said.

That doesn’t mean the city isn’t in the process of ap-

proving projects, however.

“We are allocating existing capacity on a first come, 
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