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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Good show: City Aud to grow arts workforce
By Jeanne Davant

A
fter its $53 million dollar make-
over, the 99-year-old Colorado 
Springs City Auditorium will 
not be just a place for per-

formances, but also an incubator for 

groundbreaking workforce development 

programs in the arts. 
“We’re quite [far] along” with the 

project, said Linda Weise, who heads the 

Colorado Springs Community Cultural 
Collective, the nonprofit formed to develop 
a new vision for the historic building.

The collective has raised $5 million 
for preconstruction and design work 
through donations and pledges from in-
dividuals, foundations, and government 
and corporate organizations, including 
$2.5 million in federal American Rescue 
Plan funds committed by the city of 
Colorado Springs, Weise said.

Preliminary designs for the project are 
underway, but the “meat and potatoes is 
the program development,” Weise said.

The collective is creating workforce de-
velopment programs in media arts and 
theater arts that will be the first of their 
kind in Colorado, she said. In addition, the 
center will create workforce development 
programs in early childhood education 
and culinary arts.

Taking on the redevelopment of the City 

Aud, which was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1995, gave 
Weise and her collaborators the chance 
to create a cultural hub that will have 
impacts beyond Colorado Springs.

“This truly is an opportunity to not 
only revitalize the building and give her 
another 100 years,” she said, “but it’s re-
ally the opportunity to embrace what’s 

See Aud page 16
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Linda Weise heads the Colorado Springs Community Cultural Collective, an organization that is spearheading renovation of the City Auditorium and developing new programming.


