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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

See Power page 8

Post-protest boom for Black-owned businesses loses steam
By Zach Hillstrom

W
hen the Black Lives Matter 
movement was front and 
center in the national spot-
light following the killing 

of George Floyd by Minneapolis police, 

there came a push for the community to 

support Black-owned businesses.

Lists of local businesses with Black 

owners circulated on blogs, websites 

and social media, and Danielle Smith, 

the communications director for the 

Colorado Black Chamber of Commerce, 

which is based in Denver but works with 

businesses across the state, said phones 

were ringing off the hook.

“We were getting flooded with phone 

calls from businesses all over the state 

saying, ‘Hey, we don’t know how we can 

show support but we want to try to give 

back to Black businesses,’” Smith said. 

“One of the things that came out of these 

protests and the current state of the U.S. 

is that it’s been brought to attention that 

it’s not just about police brutality, there’s 

a lot of systemic racism we’re fighting 

in a lot of different areas, and one of the 

biggest is the [racial] financial gap.

“So we were getting back-to-back 

calls for a solid six weeks after the pro-

tests started.”

But as time passed and demonstrations 

have become less common, Smith said, 

the phones have mostly grown quiet.

“I won’t say it has stopped. I still have 

a couple calls coming in here and there 

for more referrals,” Smith said. “But I 

think part of that is that it’s becoming 

more normal for people to look for Black-

owned business they can support. So [the 

support] is not that big, booming flood 

Health care workers 
cope with stress, burnout
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4Professionals like these at Peak Vista Community Health Centers suffer high rates of emotional exhaustion, a problem that has 
gotten worse since coronavirus cases begin to spike again throughout the region.    


