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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Full speed ahead for 
Pikes Peak tourist 
attractions

By Jeanne Davant

A 
pair of iconic Pikes Peak tour-
ism draws are on track to 
reopen.

The Broadmoor Manitou and 

Pikes Peak Railway, closed since October 

2017 for a $100 million overhaul, will 

have a soft opening May 20.

“There won’t be much fanfare that day,” 

Assistant General Manager Ted Johnson 

said, “other than, maybe amongst our 

employees, having a little celebration that 

we’re done with the project and we’re 

putting paying customers on the train.” 

Cog trains will run May 20-23 and will 

resume with a full, seven-days-a-week 

schedule May 27, Johnson said.

The $62 million Pikes Peak Summit 

Visitor Center, under construction since 

early 2018, will host a soft opening in 

June, said Jack Glavan, Pikes Peak — 

America’s Mountain manager for the 

city of Colorado Springs.

Adverse weather this summer and late 

spring snowstorms slowed the finishing 

work on the project. When it snows a 

few inches in the Springs, the peak can 

get 15-20 inches, making construction 

impossible.

“We’ve had a lot of days when they 
couldn’t get up to the summit to work,” 
Glavan said.

The official grand opening for both 
the cog railway and the Summit Visitor 
Center will be June 30. 

“I think between the railway and the 
new visitor center, Pikes Peak is really 
going to be a gem that everybody will 
want to come to,” Johnson said.

COG RAILWAY
The trip up Pikes Peak on the cog rail-

way will run the same route as it has for 
the past 130 years, but the visitor experi-

ence will be very different, Johnson said.

The railway’s depot was built to accom-

modate about 20 people per day. Prior to 

its closure for renovations about 300,000 

people a year were taking the train ride.

While the depot’s exterior retains its 

1890s historical look, the gift shop and 

bathrooms have been upgraded, a sec-

ond train platform has been added, and 

a new overhead walkway gives visitors 

a place to enjoy the mountain views and 

take pictures.

Two entry and exit points were added 

See Boost page 4

The 38,000-square-foot Summit Visitor Center is scheduled for a June soft opening. And yes, there will be donuts.   

Courtesy city of Colorado Springs


