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Colorado Springs is 

known for sprawl — so 

one concept for building 

(way) up stands out. 
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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

By Jeanne Davant

M
onument’s downtown business 
district is known for iconic small 
business like the Covered Treasures 
Bookstore, and newer signature 

shops like Lolley’s Ice Cream, as well as popular 
restaurants and breweries that give the district 
its distinctive mountain-town flavor.

“I really love that our shopping is broken up 
into different areas,” said Terri Hayes, president 
and CEO of the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce. 
“Downtown Monument is a great place to go to 
have lunch and do some interesting shopping, 
pick up some gifts for people. Jackson Creek is 
more what I like to refer to as errands — it’s the 
necessities area.”

Small-town main streets don’t usually change a 
lot, Hayes said. Outside of a few stores and restau-
rants coming and going over time, they generally 
look pretty much the same.

But a big change is coming to Monument’s 
downtown. It’s a project that will not only expand 
downtown’s commercial and retail footprint but 
also will add housing for the people who work 
and shop in the business district.

The land, which abuts the intersection of those 
two streets, is the former site of the Sibell family 
home. The red barn built by the late Elwood “Si” 
Sibell, former Monument mayor, still stands, But it 
soon will give way to make room for the new uses.

Plans are still in development, and details of 
the project have not been released, but Hayes 
and Monument Planner II Debbie Flynn said that 
when the project is completed, it will greatly ben-
efit downtown Monument.

“I’m very excited about what that development 
is going to be,” Hayes said. “The developer is some-
one that definitely cares about the community 
and wants to do a project that fits and helps the 
businesses downtown.”

The project’s retail stores will bring more people 
downtown, “which will help our existing busi-
nesses,” Hayes said.

Planned apartments and townhomes are ex-
pected to be attainably priced for tenants such as 
seniors, teachers, police officers and firefighters, 
and employees who will be able to walk to work, 
Flynn said.

Depending upon when plans are submitted, it 
could be a year and a half before those commer-
cial and residential spaces are occupied, Hayes 
said.

“But it’s going to be a great addition to down-
town Monument,” Hayes said. “Right now it’s just 
an empty piece of property, but that year and a 
half is going to fly by before we know it,” she said.

See Monument page 10
Tommie Plank adjusts her flag at Covered Treasures Bookstore, which she opened with a partner in downtown Monument in 1993.

Monument’s 
downtown 
set to expand
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