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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

Springs-made products bouyed 
by online sales, community support

Courtesy Riley Appleyard

By Zach Hillstrom

T
he COVID-19 pandemic has dealt a significant 
blow to local small businesses that rely on walk-
in traffic.
In Manitou Springs, the reduction in summer tour-

ists kept thousands of visitors — and potential purchases 
— out of the city this year. 

Becca Sickbert, executive director of the Manitou Springs 
Creative District, said it “came as no surprise” that the city’s 
tourism-dependent businesses were reporting a significant 
loss in revenue.

“So we started thinking about, ‘Well, if we can’t welcome 

people to our town physically, how can we make that happen 
in a virtual place?’” Sickbert said.

According to a survey of local businesses, Sickbert said 
85 percent reported having a website, but only about half 
of those were equipped to sell products online.

So the MSCD recently partnered with the Manitou Springs 
Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau & Office of 
Economic Development to create a multivendor digital mar-
ketplace that will showcase the people, places and products 
that are unique to Manitou Springs.

Using funds from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
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Incentives 
needed for 
workforce, 
affordable 
housing
By Jeanne Davant

A 
report from Nationwide Insurance 
earlier this month ranked Colorado 
Springs as one of the least affordable 
housing markets in the nation. 

That fact worries Colorado Springs City 
Council President Richard Skorman.

Skorman cited the report as he kicked off a 
discussion of affordable housing at a council 
retreat Sept. 18.

“It is a lot about people not being employed 
and not being able to afford the rents and 
the housing prices in the market,” Skorman 
said. “But there’s another potential issue with 
Colorado Springs in our future housing mar-
ket and affordability, and that is COVID. … 
It may be that with hurricanes and fires in 
the coastal areas and on the West Coast, 
there’ll be a big influx of people coming to 
our region.”

That could keep the hot housing market 
blazing but might also widen income dispar-
ities, Skorman said.

“So this is a more valuable discussion than 
we even imagined,” he said.

The average apartment rent tops $1,250 a 
month, said Laura Nelson, executive director 
of the Apartment Association of Southern 
Colorado. And according to rentcafe.com, 
only 4 percent of Colorado Springs apart-
ments rent for $700 a month or less.

On the single-family housing side, while 
housing priced at $300,000 or below rep-
resents about 20 percent of the market, 
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