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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

By Jeanne Davant

O
wners of restaurants, stores 
and other businesses were 
relieved when the Colorado 
legislature modified a pro-

posed law restricting the use of plastic 
bags and polystyrene packaging to give 
them longer to comply.

But legislators were determined to 
pass regulations that cut down on plastic 
waste, and they did so with HB 21-1162, 
Management of Plastic Products.

The original version of the bill imple-
mented a ban on polystyrene boxes as of 
next January and on single-use plastic 
bags by Sept. 1, 2022. 

The final bill, passed June 8 and signed 
by Gov. Jared Polis on July 6, delayed 
implementation of the ban for both ma-
terials until Jan. 1, 2024. 

But other provisions of the law will 
kick in a bit sooner, and even though 
the law is not an imminent concern for 
restaurant and other business owners, 

they’ll have to face up to it sooner 
or later.

“Right now, restaurants are primar-
ily concerned with navigating 
the severe labor shortage fac-
ing our industry and digging 
out of the $3 billion revenue 
hole the pandemic caused 
in 2020,” said Sonia 
Riggs, president and CEO 
of the Colorado Restaurant 
Association.

Meanwhile, oppo-
nents of the bill say 
there are better ways 
of accomplishing the 
bill’s goals of reducing 
plastic waste.

And it may take a 
while for restaurants 
and stores to digest the bill’s 
provisions.

What started as a simple pro-

See Ban page 14

Southeast fights recidivism through business loans
By Justin Tate and Helen Robinson

S
ince 2017, the Colorado nonprofit Transforming 
Safety has been offering former prison inmates 
a new start through entrepreneurship training 
and business loans. The aim was to reduce recid-

ivism — Colorado has the nation’s fourth-worst rate, at 

50 percent — and build businesses in underserved areas.

But when entrepreneur Cory Arcarese joined the 

Transforming Safety effort in late 2018, teaching busi-

ness classes for former inmates, she found very few busi-

ness loans were reaching those who needed them. In 
fact, few loans were being made at all. 

Through Transforming Safety grants, nonprof-
its CommunityWorks and Solid Rock Community 
Development Corporation were providing services and 
business classes in Colorado Springs for former offend-
ers — but Accion, Transforming Safety’s designated 
small business lender, was refusing graduates’ loan 
applications.

Arcarese, who ran CArc Business Consulting LLC for 
a decade and is a senior business consultant with the 

Pikes Peak Small Business Development Center, was 
frustrated by the barriers.

“I had tried to put some of the people that had gone 
through my [classes at Solid Rock CDC] through 
[Accion’s small business lending] program, and they 
refused to change any of their lending criteria,” Arcarese 
recalled. “So I asked Colorado Enterprise Fund ... if they 
would take over the program and they said ‘Yes.’”

Colorado Enterprise Fund offers broader access to 

See Loans page 4
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Plastics bill could cause 
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