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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

By Pam Zubeck

D
espite sharp drops in tax revenue due to 
COVID-19 this year, Mayor John Suthers is 
forecasting a 2021 budget that’s $17.6 million 
more than this year’s spending plan, large-

ly because of carry-over money made possible by $37 

million in federal funding for COVID-related expenses.

That money, from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act, allowed the city to dip into the 
federal allocation for certain expenses, thereby saving 
$20 million of other revenue, which will be carried 
over into next year. CARES money must be spent by 
the end of this year.

While some cities might be slashing spending across 
the board to deal with plunges in revenue from the coro-

navirus, Suthers’ plan for 2021 includes stable funding 
for the Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC, the tourism 
bureau Visit COS, roads, drainage, transportation and 
public safety.

In fact, he plans to add firefighters and police officers, 
as previously scheduled under a five-year plan, and 

Public safety a big part of $17.3M budget increase

See Budget page 21

By Jeanne Davant and Zach Hillstrom

T
he focus of the Nov. 3 election might be candidates 
vying for national and local offices, but the 2020 
ballot is also packed with issues that voters are being 
asked to decide.

The ballot contains 11 statewide measures. Voters in 
Colorado Springs will be deciding three questions, and several 
other local jurisdictions are seeking passage of local issues.

They cover a range of important topics from abortion to 
voting and taxes.

The measures propose changes to the state’s constitution 
and laws; several ask for approval of new taxes and retention 
of revenue above constitutional limits.

Among the most important measures in terms of their direct 
effect on businesses are Amendment B, which would repeal the 
Gallagher Amendment that determines the rate of residential 
and nonresidential property taxes; and Proposition 118, which 
proposes a paid family and medical leave insurance program.

The names of the state measures reflect how they came to be 
placed on the ballot and indicate the vote required for passage.

Amendments are measures placed on the ballot by the state 
Legislature and are assigned alphabetic designations, while 
measures referred by the Legislature that would amend state 
statutes or are referred as tax questions are called propositions 
and designated by a double letter.

Measures reaching the ballot through a signature collec-
tion process aiming to amend the constitution are also called 

Voters will decide complex 
ballot measures

See Vote page 4
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