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DUNLAP THOMAS

Prices are rising, stoking 

fears of inflation. But 

investment experts say 

we’ve been here before.
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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

LEVELING UP 

CYBER DEFENSE

The Pikes Peak Small Business Development Center’s Cybersecurity Summit for Small Businesses 
kicks off Thursday, Oct. 28. The free, virtual event will feature workshops and lectures for local 
businesses, as well as access to free consultations with cybersecurity experts.  6

SBDC summit builds small biz protection

Springs sees $100M ultra-fast internet project
By Jeanne Davant

T
exas-based Underline Infra-
structure Inc. is making a $100 
million investment in Colorado 
Springs to build an open access 

network that will deliver ultra-fast inter-

net. According to Underline, a company 

that designs, finances and constructs 

open access fiber-optic networks, the proj-

ect will be the first open access network 

in the United States that offers customers 

a choice of service providers and delivers 

residential speeds up to 10 gigabits per 

second and 100 gigabits per second for en-
terprise businesses. Underline will build, 
own and operate the network, which will 
be known as Underline: Colorado Springs. 
Underline will not provide internet ser-
vice but will assemble a marketplace of 
service providers that will operate on the 
shared infrastructure, allowing consum-
ers to choose their ISP. 

The project is being privately funded 
by a consortium that includes Mears 
Group (an operating subsidiary of Quanta 
Services Inc.), Fujitsu, Duraline, and oth-
er industry participants.

“We are very focused on delivering 
fast and reliable connectivity, where the 
service and the price actually match,” 
Underline CEO Bob Thompson said. “It’s 
going to result in significant performance 
improvement and savings for the small 
business community, and it’s going to 
transform consumers’ experience with 
the internet.”

The expanded bandwidth is the next 
thing the city needs to become as produc-
tive as possible, “especially as we do a lot 
more virtually and remotely,” said Mike 
Juran, CEO of software developer Altia 

and president of the Colorado Springs 
Chamber & EDC Board of Directors. “The 
bandwidth that we have today is just not 
up to the task.”

Besides faster speeds, it’s anticipated 
that Underline: Colorado Springs will 
play a key role in economic development.

“For our citizens and our future citi-
zens, and people considering our area, 
having access to a robust fiber net-
work at competitive rates is definitely a 
consideration, and becoming a bigger  
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