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WHERE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY MEETS

By Stephen K. Hirst

R
eagan Redd was a little luke-
warm about Dune — too slow, 
she said — but she still felt 
reeled in enough to catch the 

next one. “Visually, it was beautiful, 
and it smoked the David Lynch version 
… the mystery and the aura they created 
around the magic was great,” Redd said. 

“I’d never been a big moviegoer be-
fore,” she said, after watching Denis 
Villeneuve’s adaptation of the sci-fi clas-
sic at the Roadhouse Cinemas on North 
Nevada Avenue. The last movie she saw in 
a theater was Frozen 2, back in November 
of 2019. 

“If you had told me before the pandemic 
that they would be streaming all of these 
high-end films, I would have been excited 
— but now I’m so sick of sitting at home 
and watching movies, I really want to go 
out to movie theaters,” she said. 

Redd isn’t alone — after two of the 
hardest years in the history of cinema, 
American viewers are headed back into 
theaters. The surge is driven by a strong 
slate of films that were held back or de-
layed during the pandemic, as well as 
higher vaccination rates.

Caitlin Piper is the senior manager of 
PR and corporate communications for 
Cinemark, which has two locations in 
Colorado Springs.

“It has been a very long-awaited and 
exciting past few months,” Piper said. “In 
October, with Venom: Let There Be Carnage, 
Cinemark had its biggest October opening 
of any film, ever.” With the coming slate 
of films, she feels more confident about 
the immediate future of the industry than 
she has in a long time. 

“Looking into 2022, it’s absolutely 
stacked with an incredible list of films,” 
said Piper, citing the Spider-Man and 
Matrix franchises in particular.

According to Piper, the resurgence is 
centered around four key factors: the sta-
tus of the virus and the vaccination rate; 
easing government restrictions; consum-
er sentiment; and the steady stream of 
new content.

Right now there are no major COVID-
based government-mandated restric-
tions on audience capacity, and people 
are starting to feel much more confident 
about watching movies in theaters. 

See Movies page 9

Let’s all go to 
the lobby...
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