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1GUEST EDITORIAL: ’TIS CYBERATTACK SEASON 2

Vast majority of 

participants say 

additional officers 

should be priority.
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Piano Warehouse owner Rick Vokt moves pianos 
for a living, but now he’s doing extra heavy lifting. 
Vokt is relocating his business to make way for an 
apartment development — a cost of new housing that 
most people don’t see.

About-face on water for Amara development
By Pam Zubeck

C
olorado Spr i ngs’  housi ng 
shortage has boiled over into a 
debate about how far the city’s 
boundaries should reach and 

whether growing those boundaries will 

even be possible as drought squeezes 

water supplies in the West.

Forcing the issue is a proposed 3,200-

acre subdivision, dubbed Amara, seek-

ing annexation via a “f lagpole” con-

nection, which seeks city water. After 

telling City Council on Oct. 10 that 

there’s an ample supply to serve Amara, 

Colorado Springs Utilities did an about-

face two days later by proposing an or-

dinance that would block Amara and 

similar developments from annexation 

and tapping city water supplies.

Tempers f lared during arguments 

at the Oct. 19 Utilities Board meeting, 

with Amara’s developer, Doug Quimby 

with La Plata Communities, accusing 

the region’s biggest developer, Norwood 

Development Group, of authoring the 

ordinance in order to kill competition, 

even as it fails to develop its roughly 

20,000-acre Banning Lewis Ranch on 

the city’s Eastside.

Moreover, the city’s housing crunch 

has become so severe that its Housing 

Opportunity Index, as reported by the 

Southern Colorado Economic Forum — 

a measure of homes available for sale 

that can be purchased by median-in-

come buyers — has plummeted by 50 

percent in just three years, from 71.4 

percent to 22.7 percent, Quimby said.

“If you wanna make it worse, restrict 

the supply, make sure growth only oc-

curs in one neighborhood and don’t let 

See Water page 10


