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T
he blast of an air horn filled the air 

around Lake Ripley Elementary 

School Thursday morning.

And each blast was accompanied 

by the smiles and giggles of dozens of students 

who stood in the school parking lot, waiting 

their turn to climb into the cab of a snowplow 

truck and pull the cord that would release the 

BY MASHELL BJORGE

For the Independent Review

Pete “Heimdahl’s” zest for life and sense of 

humor belies a man of integrity, intellect and 

perseverance. Not only has he received the 

Distinguished Service Medal, the Bronze Star, 

Meritorious Service awards and Joint Service 

Commendation Medals on three separate oc-

casions, Heimdahl also retired as professor 

emeritus from University of Wisconsin-Stout 

after having served as a dean in the Engineer-

ing Department at West Point Academy. He 

served in the military for 31 years, with tours 

in Germany, Vietnam and Korea.

And now, Heimdahl is joining the Litchfield 

High School Hall of Fame.

Pete’s parents settled in Litchfield after his 

dad came back from World War II. His dad was 

an athlete, a four-letter man at Macalester, 

in football, basketball, track and tennis, be-

coming an initial member of the Macalester 

Athletic Hall of Fame. He went on to teach Ger-

man and biology, until World War II, when he 

served as a medic in various arenas, including 

France. Things were difficult for men return-

ing from the war, and Pete’s dad didn’t have a 

job in his field, so he started out working for 

the U.S. Postal Service, then began selling 

insurance, which brought him to Litchfield, 

where he eventually secured a position as biol-

ogy teacher at Litchfield High School.

BY KAY JOHNSON

johnson@hutchinsonleader.com

While Roy Orbison passed from this life into 

the next on Dec. 6, 1988, his music lives on in 

the great American songbook of rock ‘n’ roll 

hits. What sets Orbison apart from many of his 

contemporaries is his run of hits. From 1960 to 

1966, 22 of Orbison’s singles graced the Billboard 

Top 40, including “Only the Lonely” (1960), 

“Running Scared” (1961), “Crying” (1961), “In 

Dreams” (1963), and “Oh, Pretty Woman” (1964).

David Keiski, or better known as David K, 

returns with his Rockabilly Holiday Show 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 5, at the Litchfield Opera House. 

This afternoon tribute features the music of Or-

bison, Buddy Holly and Jerry Lee Lewis. Expect 

to hear their hits and Christmas standards, too.

“We’re redoing hits from Roy Orbison and 

his only recorded holiday song, ‘Pretty Pa-

per,’” Keiski said. “It’s a great tune! And hits 

from Buddy Holly, as well as some Christmas 

BY MASHELL BJORGE

For the Independent Review

Music was an integral part of Martha 

Thoralson’s family life. Even before she made 

music her career, Martha left a musical legacy 

at Litchfield High School.

The combination made her an obvious 

choice for posthumous induction into the Li-

tchfield High School Hall of Fame.

She was born in Litchfield in July 1920, the 

daughter of Daynor and Linda Thoralson. Both 

of her parents sang at various functions, like 

weddings and funerals in the area. The family 

farm was nearby, but Martha grew up in town.

In her teens, she co-authored the Litchfield 

Rouser with another student, the same rouser 

that thunders from the bleachers these days 

before a Friday night game in the LHS gym. 

The two won a prize of $10 to be split between 

them, and Martha’s musical career was born.

After graduating in 1938 from LHS, she 

received a degree from the University of Min-

nesota and taught school in New Ulm for a few 

years before traveling eastward to enroll in the 

Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New 

Thoralson to 2 ➤

Rocking 
the holidays
David K returns Nov. 
5 with a salute to the 
holidays with the music of 
Roy Orbison, Buddy Holly 
and Jerry Lee Lewis

KATHY LAUER

David K will be rocking the hits of Roy 

Orbison, Buddy Holly and Jerry Lee 

Lewis during his Rockabilly Holiday 

Show 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5, at the 

Litchfi eld Opera House.

A blast of career education
Touch-a-truck 
introduces students to 
manufacturing careers

It wasn’t the best of weather for last week’s touch-a-truck event at 

Lake Ripley Elementary School, but students didn’t seem to mind 

the chilly and rainy conditions as they waited in line for their 

chance to climb into the cab of a truck and blast its air horn.

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRENT SCHACHERER

Tim Erickson, 

truck equipment 

sales manager 

at Towmaster, 

hands stickers to 

students as they 

wait in line for 

their chance to 

climb into one 

of two trucks 

Towmaster 

brought to 

Lake Ripley 

Elementary 

School last week.

‘Just let the wind drift you over’
Pete Heimdahl shares 
stories of life, career, and a 
gold corduroy suit

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Pete Heimdahl stands in the Grand 

Army of the Republic hall in Litchfi eld. 

Heimdahl is one of seven inductees into 

the Litchfi eld High School Hall of Fame 

this year.

From LHS to a rousing career in music
Martha Thoralson Holvik 
wrote school rouser and 
went on to share love of 
music with others

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Martha Thoralson Holvik enjoyed 

sharing her love of music through her 

work with students.

Truck to 2 ➤

Heimdahl to 4 ➤

Orbison to 2 ➤


