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THEY’RE BACK: The duo of Gary Stibal 
and Gary Mons are making beautiful 
music together again. Hear them perform 
1-4 p.m. at the Hutchinson VFW, B2

FOUR DAYS OF FUN: Litchfield launches 
its annual Watercade summer festival 
through Sunday, B2.

FREE SWIM: Families are welcome 
5-8 p.m. at the Hutchinson Aquatic Center, 
900 Harrington St. S.W., B2.

INTERNATIONAL EVENT: Youth from 
around the world are performing in the 
Songs of Hope Concert at 7:30 p.m. at New 
Journey UCC Church, B1.

MUCHO MUSIC: Performing at RiverSong 
Music Festival is Katy Vernon; Miss Myra & 
the Moonshiners; Chester Bay; St. George’s 
Folly; Dan Rodriguez; Kent Burnside & the 
Flood Brothers; Thunder & Rain; 4onthe-
floor and Fastball, B2.

FANCY SHOOTING: Enjoy an afternoon 
salute to shooting sports at St. John’s 
Church in Biscay, B2.

GATES OPEN AT 5 P.M.: RiverSong Music 
Festival opens with four bands: Annie 
Fitzgerald, Good Morning Bedlam, Corey 
Medina and the Fabulous Armadillos, B2.
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SALUTING VETERANS: It’s Veterans 
Night at 7:30 p.m. at Veterans Memo-
rial Field in Hutchinson as the Huskies 
baseball team takes on the Maple Plain 
Diamond Devils, B2.
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S
chool administration was never the 

plan for Todd Grina, who started at 

Hutchinson Public Schools in 1988. 

Now he’s set to retire after working the 

past 14 years as the Hutchinson Middle 

School principal.

“Education is in my family background,” he 

said, noting his parents and sister are all teach-

ers. “It was in my blood to go into education. I 

never dreamed I would be an administrator. 

It just sort of happened. My goal was to be a 

counselor.”

After one year teaching social studies and 

coaching hockey in Owatonna, Grina moved to 

Hutchinson to do the same.

“After I was here one year as a teacher, the 

dean of students retired and asked me to apply,” 

he said.

That led him to obtain his license and become 

assistant principal. He worked with principals 

Mike McLaughlin, Dan VanOverbeke and 

Cathrine Gillach, all while continuing to coach 

through 1997.

“I thought I’d do that the rest of my career,” 

Grina said.

Eventually, he decided to work toward the 

principal role.

He took two years off from from coaching 

to focus on his master’s degree and principal 

license, then continued as coach from 2000 to 

2005. In all that time, he coached three teams 

to the state tournament in 1995, 1997 and 2000. 

The 1995 team had a 26-1 record and won con-

solation at state.

All told, he was assistant principal for 11 

years before the switch to principal in 2005.

BIG AND SMALL CHANGES

The most obvious change for Grina in 

Hutchinson came toward the beginning of his 

career in 1990. That’s when Hutchinson Middle 

School was built and sixth-, seventh- and eighth-

grade students moved out of the high school. 

But he’s seen plenty of other changes inside the 

school walls.

“The biggest thing is how we teach,” he 

said. “It used to be teachers teaching in silos. 

Now there is a lot more collaboration and com-

monality of curriculum. ... It’s really good for 

kids when you have teachers teaching the same 

things so students get a common experience.”

With teachers spending more time col-

laborating, it means they have partners and 

someone with whom to develop and improve 

curriculum.

Farewell to Todd Grina
Hutchinson Middle School principal retiring after 31 years
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The past school year was Todd Grina’s last as principal at Hutchinson Middle School. He retires at the end of this month.

“What we’ve done a really good job with here is hire the right 
people to teach the adolescent learner. We have people who are 
in tune with the middle school students. It’s all about developing 
relationships, and that’s what we’ve preached since I came here.”

Todd Grina, retiring Hutchinson Middle School principal
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The world is always changing, and to keep up 

with it educators must also change. That lesson 

is one Hutchinson Middle School’s incoming 

principal, Brenda Vatthauer, keeps in mind.

“The students today are not the same we 

worked with 20 years ago,” she said. “We have 

to grow and change.”

Vatthauer was selected to fill the position 

held by Todd Grina, who will retire at the end 

of the month. Monday was her first day working 

in the school, though she joined staff for a half 

day of training this past month. She was hired 

after a round of interviews with School Board 

members, and another round with central office 

staff. She comes to Hutchinson Middle School 

from Lincoln Park Middle School on Duluth’s 

west side, where she was principal for six years.

Her career started in Fosston, Minnesota, 

as a family and consumer science teacher at 

the high school and middle school. She also 

coached girls basketball and track. From there 

she taught in Red Lake Falls and later Thief 

River Falls. That’s when she decided to pursue 

her master’s degree in curriculum instruction.

“It was my high school principal’s encour-

agement to go on and obtain an administrative 

Fostering growth and 
exploration at school
Hutchinson Middle 
School’s new principal 
embraces change
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Brenda Vatthauer will take over as 

Hutchinson Middle School principal.

Grina to A4 ➤

Middle School to A4 ➤


