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Preventing the spread of AIS
Meeker County adds decontamination unit at
Lake Minnie Belle to aid in controlling invasive species
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Aquatic invasive species inspectors trained on how to use the decontamination unit at Lake Minnie Belle when the unit arrived in
June.
BY BRENT SCHACHERER
schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

D

uring the summer of 2020, people
from 21 different states put a boat
into one of Meeker County’s 104
lakes.
It’s an impressive number, one
that speaks volumes about the area’s popularity as a recreational destination. But for those
concerned about protecting the lakes from
foreign invaders — zebra mussels, Eurasian
watermilfoil, starry stonewort and the like —
that heavy and wide-ranging aquatic traffic is
a bit worrisome, as well.
That’s part of the reason the county added
another weapon to its arsenal this summer, as
it continues efforts to stem the tide of infested
lakes, which currently numbers nine. In June,
the public access on the northeast side of Lake
Minnie Belle became home to a new watercraft
decontamination unit, which can clean and
remove aquatic invasive species from boats.
AIS to 10 ➤

Boaters pull their trailered watercraft onto a collection pad where it is hit with
pressurized, heated water to remove any aquatic invasive species, or AIS.

There’s no stopping antique car buff
New London to New
Brighton run tours
through Meeker County
BY BRENT SCHACHERER
schacherer@hutchihnsonleader.com

Gregg Lange broke three vertebrae in his
neck in a May car crash.
But even though he’s still recovering, Lange
wasn’t going to let a few broken bones keep him
from participating in the New London to New
Brighton Antique Car Run Saturday — even if
it meant being a passenger instead of a driver
in the annual salute to the earliest automobiles.
“I’m really disappointed I don’t have my
Autocar here, but I’m pleased to be able to ride

Gregg Lange
of Saginaw,
Michigan
munches
a cookie
Saturday
during the
New London
to New
Brighton
Antique Car
Run’s stop at
Central Park
in Litchfield.
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When they head back to school in a couple of
weeks, Litchfield Public Schools students will
do so without a requirement that they wear
masks.
Litchfield School Board, on a 4-1 vote Aug.
9, approved a motion by member Alex Carlson
that said the district would not require students
or staff to wear masks at the start of the school
year. The motion seemed to leave the door open
to a return to mask-wearing, however, as it
included that the board would review recommendations from the district’s COVID Response
Team on a monthly basis.
The motion also included language that
“recommended” masks, per guidance from the
federal Centers for Disease Control and the state
Department of Health.
“Our job is to educate, not mandate,” School
Board Chairman Darrin Anderson said at one
point in the discussion of the motion. “I truly
feel Mom and Dad should be making that decision” of whether their children should wear a
mask at school.
Approval of the motion came awkwardly, perhaps illustrating how difficult the decision was
for some members of the board. Carlson’s first
motion passed 4-1, with support from Anderson,
Marcia Provencher and Michelle Falling, while
Greg Mathews voted against.
Immediately after the vote, however, questions about the motion’s wording arose, and
whether the “masks not required” edict would
stay in place for the entire school year.
Falling then moved to rescind the motion,
which passed unanimously. A brief discussion
and an attempt by Anderson to clarify the motion’s scope followed.
“I think we all knew the intent of what we
wanted to do,” Anderson said, adding that he
wanted to emphasize the “no requirement” to
start the school year, but that the board could,
at any time it thought necessary, revisit the
decision.
It seemed an important clarification, given
comments Falling made immediately after
Carlson’s first “no requirement” motion.
“I am concerned the decision we make tonight, is a decision that is a decision that is a
permanent decision? Is this a decision that, if
the COVID cases continue to rise, and we have
concerns … what kind of flexibility do we have
as a board to change our decision? If we make
our decision now and cases go up …”
Provencher agreed with the difficulty of the
situation, calling it a “tough decision,” and adding, “Whatever actions we take, they’ve got to
be data driven. Dr. Deb (Peterson) gave us some
data. To me, that’s what we should be listening
to. That’s what I think I’ve always supported.
And I support that we also have the kids always
at the top of our list as to what’s good for them.
I’m really torn on this one.”
Dr. Peterson, chief medical officer at Meeker
Memorial Hospital and Clinics, was invited to
the meeting by Superintendent Beckie Simenson and board Mathews. She spoke during the
board’s public comment period at the beginning
of the meeting, acknowledging the board’s
challenging task but also emphasizing that
COVID-19 numbers are rising in the area, due
largely to the delta variant which has caused
spikes throughout the country.
“I wish I had better news,” she said. “In the
last two weeks, with the delta variant, COVID
has kind of gone off the rails again.”
COVID positivity rate in Meeker County is
“almost 7%,” she said, after being .9% positive
just three weeks earlier.

Car to 10 ➤

We break news at independentreview.net,
facebook.com/LitchﬁeldIndependentReview
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