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By BreNt schacherer

schacherer@hutchinsonleader.com

It’s been a long haul, but Brennan and Jessica 

Rosenow’s brew pub dream is about to become 

reality.

Barring any unforeseen circumstances — 

and there have been some of those over the 

past couple years — Half Bushel Brewing 

plans to open its doors this week in downtown 

Litchfield. The novelty of a local brewery, in 

addition to a new business on main street has 

stoked enthusiasm in the public, as well as for 

the new owners.

“I think it will be an attraction, which will be 

nice,” Brennan Rosenow said. “We’re excited.”

The initial plan is to be open from mid-af-

ternoon to evening Thursday through Sunday, 

but adjustments could be made in response to 

demand, the Rosenows said. Along with 10 taps 

of a variety of local brews, Half Bushel Brewing 

has a kitchen where a limited menu including 

made-from-scratch pizzas, garlic bread and 

other items will be made.

The brewery is something that’s been, well, 

brewing for quite some time.

Brennan Rosenow grew up north of Litch-

field and graduated in 2010 from Litchfield High 

School before heading off to Purdue University 

to earn a degree in engineering.

He says he was “bouncing around the Mid-

west for a couple of years” before he and Jessica 

decided to pursue a dream inspired by college 

experiences.

“I learned to brew in college,” Brennan ex-

plained. “A few of my fraternity brothers were 

really into it.”

“And we’ve always liked the brewery vibe, 

brewery crowd,” Jessica said, explaining that’s 

where the couple met. “It’s always been kind of 

at the center of our relationship. Any date night 

was at a brewery … and just something that we 

liked — the crowd, the vibe.”

Brennan’s dream was stoked further during 

the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, when many 

businesses shut down or went to remote work. 

His position as an engineer went remote, and 

his friend, who owns a brewery in Iowa City, 

Tapping into a dream
Rosenows set to open 
Half Bushel Brewing in 
downtown Litchfield
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Brennan and Jessica Rosenow say they’re excited to see their long-time goal of opening a brew pub become reality.

Brennan Rosenow, a 2010 Litchfield 

High School graduate, has returned to 

his hometown to open a brew pub, Half 

Bushel Brewing.

By Mary-aNNe oLMsteD-KohLs

For the Leader

In March 2020, all schools in Minnesota — 

including parochial schools — transitioned to 

e-learning due to the governor’s proclamation 

related to the unknown fear of COVID-19.

Everyone felt it was the right thing to do at 

the time. Some students and their families ac-

climated easily to the new way of learning while 

others floundered. The many problems remote 

learning presented made it clear that it wasn’t 

a long-term substitute for in-person education.

Public schools either remained closed or 

opened up to hybrid situations in the fall of 

2020, based on the governor’s Minnesota Safe 

Learning Plan.

Parochial schools, following guidance of 

their religious leadership, chose to return to 

in-person classes, taking precautions, following 

health protocols such as spacing desks, hand 

sanitizing and wearing masks. Many parochial 

schools — including those in the Hutchinson 

and Litchfield area — saw enrollment increase 

as families who struggled with the public 

school protocols, or didn’t like the instability it 

presented, sought the private in-person option.

Northwoods Elementary School in Hutchin-

son has preschool through eighth grades. It is 

part of the Seventh-day Adventist school system, 

a nationally recognized Christian education 

organization, second to Catholic schools. Its 

curriculum is determined by the national 

group with high standards and a Christian 

foundation.

In March of 2020, Northwoods had an enroll-

ment in the upper 50s. In the fall of 2020, they 

Pandemic created 
opportunities  
for local  
parochial schools
When students struggled 
with e-learning during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
parents sought private 
school options

By aMy WILDe

For the Independent Review

Facing a wastewater treatment plant expan-

sion project of up to $65 million, the city of Li-

tchfield is looking at funding options, including 

support from the federal government.

The improvements are largely needed due 

to recent and future expansion of the First 

District Association plant in downtown Li-

tchfield, a major city industry and employer. 

Although First District will fund much of the 

expansion, plus pre-treatment operations on its 

own site, part of the expanded need is prompted 

by growing water use of other businesses and 

residences within the city.

Since improved wastewater treatment 

should benefit the entire community, in addi-

tion to providing additional jobs and revenue 

for the entire region, the Litchfield City Council 

decided March 6 to request $8 million in federal 

funds to assist the city in constructing these 

environmental improvements. City Adminis-

trator Dave Cziok told the council that FDA 

would also help the city advocate for this allo-

cation through the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s Clean Water section. On a unanimous 

vote, the council agreed to contact the offices 

of U.S. Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith 

to seek their support in adding Litchfield to 

the list of environmental projects worthy of 

federal aid.

The council briefly discussed other projects 

that could potentially benefit from federal sup-

port in future years.

Larc fuNDINg DIscusseD

Cziok also brought to the council’s attention 

City seeks federal aid for wastewater project
Council agrees to work for 
$8 million from EPA fund
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Litchfield Wastewater Treatment Facility 

faces some major upgrades due to 

changes in state treatment requirements 

and an increase in demand from so-called 

significant industrial users.

By Doug haNNeMaN

For crow River Media

Jon Hoff peered at the map showing where 

90-foot transmission-line towers along 200th 

Street northwest of Hutchinson could someday 

impact the way he farms.

“It’s gonna affect the way we work the field,” 

said Hoff, one of approximately 200 people who 

attended Xcel Energy’s open house March 8 at 

the McLeod County Fairgrounds.

Driving a tractor around the towers, Hoff 

said, would be “an inconvenience.” Heavy 

equipment used to construct the towers could 

also cause soil compaction. “And if they have to 

repair anything, if they have to drive through 

the middle of a section in the middle of a field 

Power line plans 
draw a crowd
Landowners examined 
maps, mulled potential 
impacts of Xcel’s proposed 
routes for a new $500 
million transmission line 
through the region
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