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Residents of the Harmon 

Meadows housing development 

on the east side of Litchfield 

did not get the change in prop-

erty valuation they sought.

But they seemed to have 

grabbed Litchfield City Coun-

cil members’ attention during 

their appearance at last week’s 

Board of Review hearing.

Several members of the 

development homeowners as-

sociation attended the April 

19 City Council meeting after 

sending a letter to the Meeker 

County Assessor’s Office in 

which they listed 10 factors 

they believe should result in 

lower property valuation in the 

development.

Among residents’ concerns 

was the development’s pri-

vate road, Harmon Lane, is 

in disrepair since the only 

maintenance it has received was the original 

layer of bituminous in 2005. In addition, the as-

sociation’s letter stated, residents pay for snow 

removal, they receive no mosquito control, have 

no city streetlights and they live in a mixed 

zoning area.

However, county appraiser Travis Scoblic 

said that, based on sales of properties in the 

development, reduction of valuation was not 

warranted. Scoblic offered a few examples as 

part of his presentation. One Harmon Meadows 

property sold in September 2020 for $246,000, 

while the county’s valuation for the property 

was $250,300. Another property, valued by the 

county at $259,300, sold in September 2020 for 

$282,750. Three other new construction homes 

are listed for between $249,900 and $279,900, 

according to Scoblic’s report.

“I did go back five years and look at all 

properties, and we’re right on with values,” 

Scoblic said.

Still, homeowners association members 

pushed for the change, saying they felt they 

pay the full brunt of city taxes while receiving 

only a portion of the services that homeown-

ers in other areas of the city receive — snow 

removal and street maintenance among the 

most significant.

However, City Council members and Admin-

istrator Dave Cziok responded that as a planned 

unit development and homeowners association, 

the group’s issue was with the developer, not 

the city.

“PUDs are a problem,” at-large Council 

member Ron Dingmann said. “Unfortunately, 

this is a legal problem between the (developer) 

and you. It’s just the nature of PUDs. It’s always 

going to be a problem.”

PUDs like Harmon Meadows allow, through 

an agreement with the city, developments that 

do not adhere strictly to the city’s ordinances, 

such as the width of a street serving the develop-

ment. Instead, the developer and homeowners 

association must maintain the street.

Some Harmon Meadows residents say they 

didn’t know that, others say that the developer 

has not lived up to their part of the developer 

agreement.

Council members were not unsympathetic. 

But they also did not change their stance.

“This is not the first time we’ve been deal-

ing with the (PUD) situation,” Council mem-

ber Sarah Miller said, adding that the city 

needed to more carefully scrutinize future 
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T
he future has arrived at Doosan 

Bobcat’s manufacturing plant in 

Litchfield.

And the future is, well, big. Big, 

as in:

 ■ Investment. Doosan Bobcat North Ameri-

ca made a $26 million investment to expand the 

Litchfi eld facility.

 ■ Physical size. That big investment nearly 

tripled the size of  the facility on Polydome 

Drive, from about 70,000 square feet of  offi ce 

and manufacturing space to nearly 200,000 

square feet.

 ■ Expectations. The investment and expan-

sion make Litchfi eld the center for Doosan Bob-

cat’s attachment manufacturing universe, with 

product created here being shipped throughout 

the world.

The size of it all came to the forefront for em-

ployees at the facility last week when Doosan 

Bobcat Chief Executive Officer Scott Park and 

Doosan Bobcat North America President Mike 

Ballweber visited the plant for a celebratory 

ribbon cutting and salute to employees, mark-

ing the completion of a 15-month construction 

project.

“(T)here’s a lot of eyes on you, and the eyes 

BY KAY JOHNSON

johnson@hutchinsonleader.com

For Elowyn “Wynnie” Gibson of Darwin, it 

started with a temperature.

“She had a fever for a couple of days before 

we took her in,” said her mom Megan. “At the 

young age of 3 years old, she’d kind of go in and 

out — a burst of energy and then lethargic and 

tired when the fever would spike up.”

Wynnie was diagnosed with what was 

thought to be a minor case of pneumonia. She 

was sent home and although she was on medica-

tion, her fever kept spiking.

“We took her back in,” Megan said. “Her 

oxygen levels had dropped and she needed to 

go to Children’s Hospital.”

Fortunately, with no COVID-19 symptoms 

and Wynnie testing negative for the virus, both 

parents were allowed to be with their daughter 

in the hospital.

Her diagnosis was bacterial pneumonia. The 

infection had eaten a hole through her lung and 

leaked into the chest cavity.

“When we got there, they did a CT scan,” 

Megan said. “The infection had become ge-

latinous. They surgically inserted a chest 

tube and she was sedated and on a ventilator 

for four days.”

Treatments were administered through the 

chest tube, and the infection also drained from 

the chest tube.”

It was during her 17-day hospital stay in Oc-

tober 2020 that Julie Dengerud, a board mem-

ber of the Tim Orth Memorial Foundation and 

owner of Wynnie’s preschool, Mighty Dragons 

Meadows to 2 ➤

Bobcat to 2 ➤

Gibson to 2 ➤

‘Sell the dream, 
service the 
nightmare’
Development issues leave 
residents seeking answers

Ron 
Dingmann

Darlene 
Kotelnicki

A fever becomes more for Wynnie Gibson
The Tim Orth Memorial 
Foundation is helping
the Gibson family of 
Darwin with unexpected 
hospital bills
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Wynnie Gibson of Darwin is fully 

recovered from her bout with bacterial 

pneumonia that resulted in a 17-day stay 

at Children’s Hospital.

‘Now’s the 
opportunity to shine’
Doosan Bobcat makes $26 million local investment
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Mike Kiefer, site operations manager at Doosan Bobcat’s Litchfi eld manaufacturing facility, gestures to employees during a 

ceremony Thursday celebrating completion of the local plant’s expansion, which saw the facility almost triple in size.

Expansion by the numbers
Doosan Bobcat’s expansion of its Litchfi eld 

manufacturing facility includes plenty of big 

numbers, including:

 ■ 9,000 yards of concrete were used, which 

equates to 900 trucks and 36,450,000 

pounds.

 ■ 1,390,440 pounds of building steel, which 

includes a new 34,000-pound roof beam for 

the 150-foot clear span roof

 ■ 173,450 feet of rebar, or 32.85 miles, used 

int he expansion fl oor space

 ■ 24,533 cubic yards, or 61,332,500 pounds 

and 1,792 truckloads of fi ll brought to the 

construction site

 ■ 22,500 cubic yards of materials, or 

56,250,000 pounds and 1,490 truckloads 

removed from the site

 ■ 250 unique attachment to be made at the 

facility

 ■ $26 million in construction, with no 

federal or state tax incentives used, 

according to the company

 ■ 130,000 square feet (250-foot by 775-foot) 

added to existing 70,000 square foot facility.

 ■ Projected workforce of 250-plus 

employees by the end of 2021


