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Seventy-five years ago, a May newspaper 

article reported 5,000 tons of hemp were stacked 

at the site of the Hutchinson hemp plant where 

3M now stands, with 2,000 more yet to be hauled 

there. Another article in October reports the 

Hutchinson plant is one of 11 to be closed in 

Minnesota following the end of World War II.

A lot has changed since farmers were encour-

aged to grow hemp to help in the war effort, 

most notably a 1970 law that formally banned 

the production of industrial hemp. Prior to 

that, a 1937 tax law made production effectively 

impossible outside the demand during the war. 

Fast forward again, and the 2018 Farm Bill 

opened the door for the production of industrial 

hemp once more. Such hemp cannot contain 

more than 0.3 percent Tetrahydrocannabinol, 

otherwise known as THC, which is the plant’s 

primary psychoactive component.

Since the Farm Bill was approved, farmers 

have signed up to join the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Agriculture’s hemp pilot program. The 

names of participants are private information, 

but some license holders opted in to a public 

list for networking purposes. The public list 

includes four license holders in McLeod County, 

two in Meeker County, one in Renville County 

and 10 in Wright County. While license holders 

may be eager to begin work, they will need to 

navigate different state, federal and local rules 

to create a profitable industry.

One license holder is Seven Leaf Science of 

Cokato.

“As we got together and formed our company, 

Hemp returns to McLeod County

A new market is taking 
shape following passage 
of the 2018 Farm Bill

“Where it will go, no one knows. I think if you get the right 
people and the right regulations in place in Minnesota, it can 
really rejuvenate some rural areas.”

Casey Clark, Seven Leaf Science production manager
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If you’re a student in fourth through ninth 

grade and are interested in learning more 

about musical theater, YoungStars director 

Cassie Jurgenson can help. She is teaching 

a two-day musical theater workshop titled 

Building up 
stage skills
Students can act, sing 
and dance in new 
theater workshops
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YoungStars director Cassie Jurgenson 

is leading the two-day Youth Musical 

Theatre Intensive class Dec. 30-31 at 

Hutchinson Middle School.
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Hutchinson 10th-grader Emma Schwartz 

knows how to motivate herself.

“You really get out of (figure 

skating) what you put into it,” 

she said. “As long as you work 

hard and stick with it, you will 

be successful.”

The 16-year-old member of 

the Hutchinson Figure Skat-

ing Association has been at 

it since her mother, Andrea 

Schwartz, signed her up when 

she was 4. In that time, her 

approach has led her to an un-

common achievement among 

athletes in her sport. She’s the first Hutchinson 

figure skater to reach the eighth of 10 freestyle 

levels designated by the Ice Skating Institute. 

Each level is attained by proving skill in spins, 

jumps and footwork.

“It opens up more opportunities if I want to 

Reaching a new level of figure skating
Hutchinson’s Emma 
Schwartz is in 
uncharted territory

Emma 

Schwartz is 

dressed for 

the part in 

her ensemble 

performance 

based on 

“Top Gun” 

with Carina 

Powell 

and Kierra 

Dennis.
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Hemp to A12 ➤

Theater to A7 ➤

Schwartz to A7 ➤
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The Hutchinson City Council approved the 

first reading of a new ordinance it hopes will 

streamline the licensing process for transient 

merchants and food vendors, especially food 

trucks, operating within the city.

The new ordinance would accomplish sev-

eral goals. First and foremost it combines the 

previously separate ordinances that regulated 

food vendors and merchants/peddlers/solici-

tors, putting them all together under the same 

ordinance with the same regulations.

The change that will please most residents, 

however, is a new exemption that allows mer-

chants, peddlers and vendors to operate on 

private property, with permission from the 

property owner, without a city license. This 

change would open the door to businesses 

such as the brewery hosting more food trucks 

on its premises.

When the food vendor ordinance was first 

brought up at a City Council meeting back in 

August, it was in response to a letter by Dan 

Hart, co-owner of Bobbing Bobber Brewing Co.

“The current license fee for a food vendor 

in Hutchinson is $125,” Hart wrote. “We are 

concerned this cost for a one-time visit would 

be prohibitive. To try and attract food vendors 

in from metros that may be an hour away, we 

would like to try and come up with a way to 

make it easier for these food vendors to come 

to our location and city.”

This new exemption of private prop-

erty goes along with previous exemptions 

City Council 
opens door to 
food trucks

Ordinance to A7 ➤
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Bruce Baumetz’s fi eld of industrial hemp grew quite a bit taller than the tiny bushes that sprung up after June planting. It was 

harvested in October.


