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Meeker County residents voted in numbers 

not seen before last week.

And despite the overwhelming number of 

ballots cast, the system worked as it should, ac-

cording to Meeker County Auditor Barb Loch.

“I think it was extremely busy,” Loch said. 

“I think it went very, very well.”

Preliminary totals indicate that 13,566 votes 

were cast in Meeker County, nearly 95 percent 

of the county’s registered voters when the polls 

opened on Nov. 3.

The county’s previous high vote total came in 

the 2016 General Election, when 12,386 ballots 
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He spent most of his profes-

sional life as a teacher, but 

newly elected city council 

member John Carlson knows 

he be more the student in com-

ing weeks and months.

“Right now, more than any-

thing, I want to find out what 

makes a good city councilper-

son,” Carlson last week while 

reflecting on his Election Day 

win. “What do I need to do to 

help our mayor, city council and city adminis-

trator accomplish the goals they – we – have.”

Carlson won the Litchfield 

City Council Ward 4 seat Nov. 

3, receiving 473 votes to in-

cumbent Vern Loch Jr.’s 182.

He was the only one of three 

challengers to unseat a City 

Council incumbent. At-Large 

City Council member Ron 

Dingmann held off a challenge 

from Holly Flemming 1,895 to 

1,281. And in Ward 2, incum-

bent Darlene Kotelnicki topped challenger Rick 

Beecroft 384 to 329 to hold on to her seat.

After a career in education — he taught 

physical education in the Litchfield School 

District for 31 years, then spent three years as 

middle school dean of students before retiring 

in 2017 — Carlson said he became interested in 

running for City Council through his experi-

ence as a member of a committee looking at a 

wellness/recreation center.

“I dealt with a couple of the City Council 

people, along with the administrator, mayor 

and other community mem-

bers,” Carlson said. “Just by 

that time spent with those 

people, it kind of piqued my 

interest into how else can I 

make a difference.

“My background isn’t city 

government,” he added, “but I 

honestly enjoy going to other 

communities and finding out 

how their businesses run, 

what their priorities are, how things are done.”

That curiosity will continue, Carlson said, 

as he seeks input from friends and acquain-

tances who have or are serving in public capaci-

ties in other cities. He wants to be prepared as 

possible when he’s sworn in to his new role in 

January.

He also plans to make use of the social capi-

tal he’s built with current city leaders while 

doing what he can to move projects forward.
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Carlson unseats Loch for City Council
Former teacher ready to 
become student of city 
government, operations
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Two of six seats on the Li-

tchfield School Board will have 

new occupants in January as 

a result of last week’s general 

election.

Newcomers Alex Carlson 

and Michelle Falling received 

2,347 and 2,283 votes, respec-

tively, to earn spots on the 

board. Meanwhile, incumbent 

Julie Rae Pennertz received 

the most votes with 2,381.

Those tallies mean incum-

bent Chase Groskreutz will 

leave the board at the end of the 

year. Groskreutz, first elected 

in 2016, finished fifth in the 

voting with 1,629. Manny Jasso 

finished fourth with 1,919.

Carlson and Falling, both 

Litchfield High School gradu-

ates, said they’re excited about 

the results and look forward to 

joining the board, while also 

admitting that they will have 

plenty to learn.

“I’m honored and very excited,” said Carlson, 

who was making his first run for elected office. 

“I don’t have a game plan. My notebook is blank, 

but my pencil is sharpened. I’m coming in with 

my ears open and just really ready to learn.”

Carlson, Falling 
excited to join 
School Board
They join incumbent 
Pennertz as winners 
on Election Day
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A busy day at the polls
Auditor’s Office 
oversees record-high 
voting numbers
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Meeker County Auditor Barb Loch, left, and staff members Pixie Mumford and Colette Sikkila check vote totals in the Meeker 

County Board chambers last week at the courthouse.
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Minnesota’s Seventh Con-

gressional District turned red 

last week.

With a small but decisive 

majority of the votes, former 

state senator Michelle Fis-

chbach, a Republican, un-

seated Blue Dog conservative 

Democrat Collin Peterson. 

The district covers western 

Minnesota from the northern 

border nearly to the southern 

border, and central portions of the state, includ-

ing McLeod and Meeker counties.

“I am honored to have the outpouring of sup-

port from Minnesota families across #mn07,” 

Fischbach said in a tweet early Wednesday 

morning. “I am grateful for the backing and am 

excited to hit the ground running in Washing-

ton to work on behalf of MN.”

Flipping the district, which Peterson has 

Fischbach 
claims Seventh 
Congressional 
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Republicans defeat 
Rep. Collin Peterson 
after 30 years
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